SEPTEMBER 2015 VOLUME 24 NO 09 VOLVO XC90 GETS SERIOUS _l|@TOPCAR Ufacebook.cOM/TOPCARSA 



DRlVEti FIAT 500X MERCEDES-BENZ GLE COUPE PORSCHE BOXSTER SPYDER FORD MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE 
FORD FOCUS ST KIASORENTO MERCEDES-AMG GT S FEATURE ARIEL NOMAD ASTON MARTIN VULCAN 


771019 


196008 


lU 




> Suzuki Ciaz — ^ 

> Ford 1.0-litre Focus 


German roads by day. Portuguese 
race circuit by night. 


S BOUTIQUE BABIES: OUR CUTEST BATTLE YET^^^ 


R34.90 


SEPTEMBER 2015 | VOL 24 NO 09 


GIANT SUV TEST 


Volvo XC90 
gets serious 
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Quality time and space. 

If you need to pack all your fishing gear in the back, or supplies for the school 
cake sale, or clothes for a charity run, the 4th row pop-up seats open up the 
Grand Sedona’s enormous space with ease. 


Road trips are a breeze. 

Long road trips need to be comfortable and safe. When you’re in a breathtaking 
place like the Bush, opening the dual panel sun roof and getting some fresh 
air and a new perspective make family holidays just that little bit more special. 


Standing next to the Grand Sedona’s boot, the tailgate pops open even if the 
key is in your pocket, it doesn’t matter how far you are from civilization, it has 
all the bells and whistles you need. 


Family cars need to be luxurious and durable inside but also be capable to 
manage different terrains. The Grand Sedona effortlessly meets all of these 
demands and comes with T raction control. Hill- start Assist Control and ABS 
to help keep you out of sticky situations 


Since its release, the Grand Sedona has been lauded not only for its elegant design and diverse features but also for its superb performance. 
The Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) of the US selected the Grand Sedona as a “Top Safety Pick". It is indeed a car that can brighten 
our family’s special moments. 



Advertising promotion 




MAKE ROOM 
FOR MEMORIES 

WITH 

THE NEW 


KIA GRAND SEDONA 




From the beach to the city, there's always room. 

Space is what a famity needs. When you need to fit everyone including the family dog in, the Grand Sedona’s 7 seat interior is impressively spacious. 
(11 seat option coming soon) 

Convenient features like push-button electric sliding doors make it easy to get everyone in and out in style. The new Grand Sedona is like mom, it always 
manages to get everything done. 


WELCOME 

Times, they 
are a changin’ 




O 

When given an Arablau 
Blue Audi R8 V10 Plus 
and invited to do 150km 
of mountain roads by 
yourself, you oblige, 
right? 



EE THAT SWEDISH behemoth on our 
cover? That’s powered by a ‘mere’ four- 
cylinder engine. So is our test fleet’s massive 
Toyota Prado, albeit in a more sensible diesel format. 
And while our two road tests this month, the Suzuki 
Ciaz and facelifted Ford Focus, may seem 
unremarkable there’s no denying that the future is 
creeping in a little at times, a lot at others. 

Take for example the new Audi R8 I just drove in Portugal. Yes, it looks a lot 
like its predecessor in a finer-pressed suit, but when I performed hot laps of 
the Portimao Autodromo at its launch, I did so at midnight thanks to laser 
lighting technology. Actual frikkin’ lasers. Finger quotes. You can bet that it 
will filter right down to your lowly Ai eventually. Dr Evil would be chuffed. 

It doesn’t stop there this smashing - like so many particles in a large 
hadron collider - of conventions. Just turn to our Aston Martin Vulcan 
feature on page 64 and witness the company’s first serious departure from 
cookie-cutter coupe styling in over a decade. It’s dangerously raked and 

sharp enough to slice open your palm on its 
bodywork, so you know it must be good. 

At TopCarweWe not allowed ourselves to 
stagnate either. Not only are we continuing our 
quick comparison series with an adorable squad 
of boutique hatchbacks, but we’re dipping our 
proverbial toes into the realm of the second- 
hand market by also assessing the merits of a 
pre-owned Audi R8. It’s the sort of service we 
already offer our friends and family, so why not 
to you, our dear reader as well? What do you 
think, would you like to see more ‘old’ vehicles 
featured in TopCar? Would it affect your 
purchasing decision at the end of the day? It 
certainly could. 

And if you need a break from all that practical 
advice and sensible opinion, perhaps we can 
interest you in a six-page festival of dirt, mud and noise called the Ariel 
Nomad? Yep, we’re still very much petrolheads to the core at TopCar md 
that’s why you’ll still find drives of the new Porsche Boxster Spyder, AMG 
GT-S, Ford Mustang Convertible and Focus ST, and Bentley GT3-R. So 
that’s nice, too. 

CALVIN FISHER 

Editor 

Follow me on O (a)Calvin_Fisher 
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NOT THE KIND OF TECH THAT WILL NX 
MEASURE YOUR HEART RATE, 

BUT IT WILL CHANGE IT 

There’s you. Then there’s you with tech that helps make you a betteryou. Like available 
Direct Adaptive Steering, Predictive Forward Collision Warning, and Around View Monitor. 

Won’t fit on on your wrist butfeels very nice in your hands. E&OE 



The 

I N F I N I T I 

infiniti.co.za 



INSPIRED PERFORMANCE 




Road tests 


44 
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Ariei Nomad does 
itaii 




88 Tech 

Volvo's radar crusade to save motorcyclists 

90 Gadgets 

The latest must-haves 

92 Our cars 

We say hello to our new Mazda 6 and farewell to 
Wayne's Chevy Trailblazer. Plus updates 
on the Cactus, BMW 335i GT and Prado 

102 Car sales 

Boom or bust. June 2015 indicators 

1 30 TopCar's Top 1 0 

This month: sedans better left as hatches 


39 Ford Focus ST Ford's hot hatch just got better 
40 Merc GLE coupe Benz builds an X6 
42 Ford Mustang GT Convertible California cruising 


82 

Ariel Nomad: wild thing 

It can climb hills, ford rivers, nail B-roads and ...fly? 

Rear End 



Make the best of 
every ground. 

The new GLE Coupe. 

With a newly advanced drive system and suspension the stylishly powerful new GLE Coupe 
is a master class on and off the road. Its sporty aesthetics coupled with its slick DYNAMIC 
SELECT transmission modes will give you a reassuringly safe yet exhilaratingly sporty driving 
experience. For more information visit www.mercedes-benz.co.za 


Vehicle specifications may vary for the South African market 
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Cars, people, scoops, motorsport, analysis: the month according to TopCar 



Longer, wider, roomier 


Lighter, with an improved ride and better steering 


‘The car is slightly longer [rear legroom is 
up 23mm] but it looks even longer, more 
elegant,’ continues designer Lamberty. ‘We 
have an important character line running 
down the side of the car. The glasshouse is 
low, quite chopped [though front passenger 
headroom is up 24mm], but this car is 
honest as a sedan - we didn’t try to do a 
coupe with this car. The increased track 
widths also give us strong shoulders and 
nice strong arches, to emphasise quattro.’ 


‘Weight reduction was one of our main 
goals,’ explains Dr Horst Glaser, head of 
chassis development [Audi claims the 
A4’s 120kg lighter than the old, depending 
on model]. ‘We have used more 
aluminium parts in combination with 
high-strength steel. The five-link front 
suspension is 6kg lighter. The electro- 
mechanical steering saves another 5kg. 
The steering itself is more precise and 
direct, with a better feeling around the 


dead ahead. We made a switch on the 
brakes too, depending on the engine. 
Some models still use a sliding caliper 
but on others we have lighter, stiffer 
aluminium calipers, saving 5kg and 
giving better pedal feel and increased 
braking performance. Comfort is 
improved - we had some complaints 
from customers saying the [outgoing 
car’s] ride was not good on cambered, 
bumpy roads.’ 
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At 505 litres the 
new Avant’s boot 
is just big enough 
for the instruction 
manual 


Devilsome design details 

‘It’s a characterful car with a different feeling to today’s A4, and 
we‘re not doing modish design - we’re sticking to Audi design,’ 
says designer Frank Lamberty. ‘The car Is sharper than the 
previous A4. The radii In the body are very precise, very Audi; we 
brought the tooling guys to the point of freaking out. The lines 
are logical too - each one links to another. The single-frame grille 
Is wider and lower now, with a clean line across the top, and we 
have different finishes, black or chrome depending on the trim. 
This lifts the car within Its segment. The headlights [xenons as 
standard, with LED and LED Matrix options] are the signature of 
the new A4 - for me they are like warpaint.’ 


Drag is down, efFiciency up 


‘The saloon has a drag co-efficlent 
of 0.23. The Avant Is 0.26. Remember 
the aerodynamic A2? That was 0.25,’ 
explains aero guru Islam Monl. ‘At the 
rear of the Avant [right] you can see 
the low-drag design; the side blades 
and spoiler that push turbulent air off 


the back of the car. The underfloor Is 
flat and on the Ultra we have active 
cooling - the grille Is closed on start- 
up, and the system balances drag 
reduction with thermal management 
of the engine.’ 

Audi claims 95g/km of CO 2 for the 
110kW 2.0 TDI. Other engines Include a 
140kW2.0 TDI, two 3.0 TDI sixes and three 
petrol engines; a clean, clever 110kW 
1.4 and two 2.0 TFSIs. 


Aimost autonomous... 

‘The adaptive cruise control with 
traffic-jam assist will steer and brake 
the car In stop-start traffic at speeds 
of up to llkph,’ says marketing man 
Markus EIgner. ‘Predictive efficiency 
assistant modifies your chosen speed 
based on Information from the onboard 
camera and navigation to reduce fuel 
usage. As with the TT, optional virtual 
cockpit lets you configure the 12.3-Inch 
LCD driver display as you wish. Choose 
MM I Navigation plus and the rotary 
controller has a touchpad on top, for 
pinch-and-swipe zooming. All this and 
we’ve saved 7kg from the wiring loom...’ 
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No mistaking that face 
for a German. Latin blood 
flows deep in this one 


‘Rivals are cold, boring 
-this Is the new Alfa!’ 

Amid an operatic fanfare, the new era of Alfa Romeo dawns. First, the 
M3-rivalling Giulia, next, seven other new models 


S O THIS IS the Giulia, the first of the new Alfa 
Romeo saloons. With rear-wheel drive no less, 
and in this flagship Cloverleaf form, a syskW 
twin-turbo V6 that dusts BMW’s M3 to the tune 
of 58kW. It’s fair to say we were not expecting 
such a high performance thrust, when the 
Italians invited us to Arese to witness Alfa’s rebirth. 

It was the most Italian of world premieres: soaring 
rhetoric (‘It’s more than a car, it’s an Alfa Romeo!’ ‘Other 
premium brands are cold, technocratic, even boring: it’s 
time to go back to feeling the car and the road again!’), 
delirious passion, even blind opera singer Andrea Bocelli 
thundering Nessun Dorma as the car was revealed. 

There’s a lot at stake. A range of eight all-new Alfas is 
charged with selling 400000 cars by 2018, more than six 
times last year’s 68000 units. Fiat Chrysler boss Sergio 
Marchionne has pledged $7.8 billion in funding: they 
really are throwing everything at relaunching Alfa 
Romeo. To get the world’s attention, they launched 2016’s 
4640mm 3 Series rival with the halo model. And there’s a 
lot of Ferrari in this Alfa. 

Philippe Krief, the Giulia’s project leader, is ex-Ferrari 
and worked on the 458 and Speciale. He told me that the 
Cloverleaf s electrically power-assisted steering would 
eclipse Maranello’s superfast responses just off the dead- 
ahead. ‘This kind of precision, this directness, it’s exactly 
the same feeling we wanted to put on this car. 

Our steering ratio is even lower than 
Ferrari’s, it’s below 12:1.’ 

Also ‘inspired by Ferrari technology 
and skills’ is the 2. 9 -litre six-cylinder. 

It copies the new turbocharged 
Ferraris’ torque delivery, restricting 
it at lower revs so you’re encouraged 
to wind the engine out to its 
yooorpm limit. The V6 is made 
entirely from aluminium to 
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minimise weight over the front axle; 
engineers claim the Cloverleaf has a 50:50 
weight distribution. Alfa is targeting class- 
leading performance and economy, so the V6 has 
cylinder shutdown and precise direct injection to save 
fuel, with the flipside being a claimed o-iookph sprint in a 
BMW-heating 3.9sec. 

Light weight is critical to meet both targets, and Alfa 
promises the Cloverleaf will have a kerb weight around 
1 500kg. While steel largely forms the body in white, the 
suspension is mostly aluminium, as are the doors and 
wings, and the Cloverleaf s roof and seat frames are 
carbonfibre. Carbon ceramic brakes are optional. The 
propshaft is also made of composite in every Giulia, even 
the four-cylinder and V6 diesel versions set for their world 
debuts at Frankfurt this September. 

The boxfresh chassis, which Alfa claims shares no 
critical parts with any other group architecture, has a 
couple of other technical highlights. Motors manipulate 
aerodynamic aids in corners to boost downforce, before 
resetting on the straights to reduce drag. And the rear axle 
is equipped with torque vectoring, firing up to 100% of 
grunt to either driven wheel to enhance traction and 
turn-in. Krief describes the system as similar to a giant 
hand on top of the car, giving extra dynamic control. 

The unveiling’s final words were uttered by CEO 

Marchionne, who personally undertook monthly 
reviews during the car’s unusually rapid 
26 -month development. ‘It is no mystery 
that Alfa is one of the projects I’ve been 
most involved with, both operationally 
and emotionally,’ he said. ‘Over the 
past 30 years, Alfa has been suffering 
with a sense of unfulfillment. But we 
can finally say that today is the first 
day of a new era for Alfa.’ 

PHIL MCNAMARA 
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Philippe Krief is 
basically Giulia’s 
father. He’s ex- 
Ferrari, and claims 
this Alfa was 
‘inspired by Ferrari 
tech and skills’ 


Giulia 

Quadrofoglio: 
they say economy 
is important, we 
say look at those 
tailpipes 
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Qashqai 


Innovation 
that excites 


THE ALL-NEW NISSAN QASHQAI. 

THE ULTIMATE URBAN EXPERIENCE. 

Bold, athletic, proudly provocative, and that’s all from just a glimpse. 
Look even closer and you’ll find that the all-new Nissan Qashqai 
offers more than just head-turning looks. It’s brimming with exciting 
technology too. Such as Around View Monitor, Nissan Chassis Control 
and Nissan Connect, all seamlessly working together to ensure the 
ultimate driving experience. That’s what driving should feel like. 

Dynamic Design | Innovative Technoiogy | Inspired Performance 
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Bold and expressive, 
the new Fortuner may 
not be to everybody’s 
taste but it’s bound to 
garner attention 


Charing Ibrtunes 

All-new Toyota Fortuner makes much-anticipated global debut - its first full-model change ever 


O N STYLING ALONE it clearly 

eschews the previous SUV’s 
utilitarian presence in favour of a 
more overt exterior, but Toyota 
says it won’t lose any of its strength 
and genuine all-terrain capability. 

The need-to-knows of the second-gen seven- 
seater (beginning life as the Hilux Sport Rider 
of 1998, before going global in 2005 with the 
model Saffas know and love) are its totally 
redesigned body, more premium interior and a 



range of new engines. 

The design brief was simple. ‘Design a 
Fortuner that can compete in terms of style 
and aesthetics while staying true to its 
authentic SUV characteristics and genuine 
4WD performance,’ says Calvyn Hamman, 
Senior VP of Sales & Marketing, Toyota SA. 

To that end the 2016 Fortuner ushers in a new 
design language Toyota chooses to call ‘Solid 
Fluidity’. That oxymoron might be a little more 
‘moron’ than ‘oxy’ but what it’s angling at is the 
offering’s solid width, high body axis, bulging 
wheel arches and chunky trapezoidal front 
bumper, which don’t sacrifice 

sophisticated detailing, such as the 
slim headlights, slanted 
chrome grille and 
sleek, complex 
rear lamps. 

i8in wheels 
with 265/60 
rubber fill the 


arches and the keen beltline kinks up towards 
the tall rear, with black C-pillars giving it a 
‘floating roof look. Although Toyota hasn’t 
shown us the interior just yet, the firm says 
ample cabin space (with 15 hidden stowage 
compartments) will be complemented by 
convenience features (model dependent) that 
include an integrated multi-media touchscreen 
(a la Prado}, smart entry and a second-row seats 
with one-touch operation for easy seat folding. 

As with the new Hilux, there are new 
engines offering improved low-down torque, 
fuel efficiency and reduced engine noise. 
These include 2.4-litre (ii2kW/40oNm} and 
2.8-litre (i32kW/45oNm) diesels, 
supplemented by a i23kW/245Nm 2.7-litre 
petrol variant. Propping up these efficient 
powerplants are newly developed six-speed 
automatic transmissions with optimised 
gear ratios. 

The new Fortuner arrives in SA in the 
second quarter of 2016. Full local range and 
specs will be disclosed closer to the launch. 
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Playtime is over 
Trackday toys just got serious 

Call that a trackday car? This is a trackday car... etc. You’ll need to raid an actual bank not a piggy 
bank to afford one of these hardcore specials from Lotus, Elemental and KTM 





Lotus 3-Eleven 

This is the most expensive Lotus series production car 
ever - and you don’t even get a roof. Think of it as the 
antidote to the excessive pipedreams of the Bahar 
era: a stripped-back road-racer that trades creature 
comforts for low weight and high performance. That 
isn’t the same as saying the 3-Eleven is basic. The 
bodywork, for example, is made from a new ‘resin 
infusion composite’ some 40% lighter than conventional 
glassfibre reinforced plastic. The interior gets a full- 
colour digital instrument cluster with road and race 
settings. And out back, nestled within the latest Lotus 
extruded aluminium chassis, is a 335kW evolution 
of the supercharged V6 from the Evora, capable of 
0-100 in under 3.0sec and 290kph flat-out in ‘Road’ 
configuration. Alternatively, there’s a ‘Race’ 3-Eleven, 
complete with sequential gearbox, full rollcage and 
an aero package so aggressive it generates 215kg of 
downforce. 


NEED TO KNOW 

> Engine 3.5 supercharged V6, 335kW > Transmission 
6-speed (manual Road, sequential Race), rwd > Weight 
/made from 900kg/aluminium and RIC > Ideal for 
Lottery-winning Elise obsessives 


Elemental RP1 

That Lotus downforce? It’s measured at 241kph. 

Sounds great - until you learn this Elemental RP1 is 
promising 200kg at 160kph. Which probably leaves 
you wondering a) where’s the big wing, and b) what 
the hell is an Elemental? Essentially, it’s what a bunch 
of former McLaren personnel did next, the 265kph 
RP1 being their response to the seemingly opened- 
ended question: ‘What’s the perfect trackday car?’ 
Featuring fully adjustable in-board suspension that’s 
easily accessed via removable body panels, and an 
Fl-style ‘feet up’ driving position, the RP1 majors on 
cutting edge underfloor aero (hence no wing) yet is still 
designed to be exceptionally usable - even on the road. 
Based around a carbon and aluminium tub, it weighs 
620kg and will initially be powered by a tweaked Ford 
Ecoboost 2.0-litre producing 209kW, with other options 
pending. O-IOOkph in 3.1sec, 100-160ph in 4.3sec. 


NEED TO KNOW 

> Engine 2.0 Ecoboost turbo 4-cyl, 209kW > 
Transmission 6-speed sequential, rwd 

> Weight /made from 620kg/carbonfibre and 
aluminium > Ideal for Dating the BAG Mono’s girlfriend 


KTMX-BOWGT4 

From wannabe track stars to a bona fide racing car. 
While this might look like the midget offspring of a 
Bugatti EB110 and a Gumpert Apollo, it is in fact the 
GT4 racing version of the KTM X-Bow. And despite 
that appearance, it is actually based around the 
same structure as the minimalist original. Now clad 
in carbonfibre bodywork and with modified chassis 
geometry, it’s been built to win in the ‘affordable’ entry 
category for international GT racing. Which is what 
it promptly did, first time out in May. The rulemakers 
are continuing to adjust its ‘balance of performance’ 
as a result, but suffice to say the VW Group 2.0-litre 
turbo engine in the back produces in excess of 223kW. 
Development partner Reiter Engineering (the firm 
that builds Lamborghini’s racing cars) is confident the 
new GT4 will prove highly reliable - after all, the basic 
package has been deathtuned on track days for the last 
six years. 


NEED TO KNOW 

> Engine 2.0 TFSI turbo 4-cyl, 254kW (subject to balance 
of performance) > Transmission 6-speed Flolinger 
sequential, rwd > Weight /made from 999kg/ 
carbonfibre > Ideal for Kicking ass in GT4 racing 
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The next b ig things 

by BMW’s powertrain guru 

Matthias Klietz, powertrain research VP, tells TbpCar why rumours 
of hydrogen’s death as a future fuel couldn’t be more wrong 


B y 2020 BMW will have a folly 
operational hydrogen powertrain 
ready for production, and soon 
Germany and Japan will have the 
infrastructure to make it viable. . . 

> ‘People often ask why BMW stopped 
developing hydrogen technology, but we 
never did; we have been working on it 
constantly for 30 years. Small-to -medium- 
sized battery-electric vehicles are ideal for 
urban use, and plug-in hybrids can be used 
across the range to cover all driving 
conditions. Hydrogen offers zero emissions 
and very high levels of energy storage, so it’s 
ideal for longer ranges of up to 700km and 
larger vehicles. Eventually, fuel-cells will be 
cheaper than battery-electric vehicles. 

> The need for hydrogen is not only driven by 
zero-emissions vehicles, it’s essential so we can 
store renewable energy. After Fukushima, 
Germany decided to phase out nuclear power, 
and has a renewable-energy target of 50 per 
cent 2030. This will result in fluctuating 
energy supply, but we can capture this energy 
and store it as liquid hydrogen. It will be an 
electricity buffer for Germany, and ideal as a 
vehicle fuel. 

> BMW has developed a cryogenic hydrogen 
storage system. 7.1kg of hydrogen stored 
cryogenically at 330 bar gives up to 700km of 
range in three-to-four minutes, compared with 


4.5kg stored at 700 bar for a range of 450km. 
Cryogenic hydrogen is stored at -iiodegC, but 
the hose is insulated, so you don’t feel the cold. 

> Europe should look to Asia: Japan and South 
Korea in particular view hydrogen as the next 
big technology, it’s a good indicator that you can 
make a business case. In Germany we have 50 
stations, aiming for 400 by 2023; Japan has 100 
stations, with 800 planned for 2025. Asia will be 
a driving force for hydrogen storage. 

> We are collaborating with Toyota to 
accelerate development, share expertise 
and cut costs, and it’s important for 
international standardisation: there are too 
many connectors for battery-electric cars, 
and it’s confusing for the consumer. In the 
prototype hydrogen fuel-cell 5 Series GT, 
the fuel cell is from Toyota, the fuel-cell 
housing from BMW, fuel-cell auxiliaries 
from both companies, and the hydrogen 
tank, electric drive and high-voltage battery 
from BMW. At the moment it is about 
100kg heavier than a normal 5GT, but we are 
at the very beginning, and we expect 
substantial savings. 

> There’s no decision on a production vehicle, 
but we want our components to be production- 
ready by 2020. The total switchover from 
combustion engine to fuel cell is 20 years away, 
minimum.’ 

BEN BARRY 
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Six into Boxster 
doesn’t go 

Porsche’s junior sports cars will switch to 
turbocharged fours from 2016 


C ORE BOXSTERS AND 

Caymans will adopt four- 
cylinder power in 2016, as 
Porsche radically reinvents 
the line-up. The Cayman s price will be 
cut, as it becomes the entry-level car 
positioned below its drop-top sibling. 

Porsche has been working on four- 
cylinder opposite-piston engines for years, 
but the time has come for the new boxers to 
come out punching. The advanced direct- 
injection design is believed to make do with 
only one fixed-vane turbocharger. 

It means the end of the 2.7-litre six in 
today’s base Boxster and Cayman. The new 
entry level coupe gets a 2.0 -litre flat-four with 
around i86kW, while the Cayman S’s 2.5 
turbo should top 224kW. With its elevated positioning, expect the 
Boxster to get more power. 

Given those early Cayman figures look down on poke compared 
with the outgoing cars, engineers will have been focused on taking 
weight out beyond that from losing two cylinders. R&d claim the 
four-pots surprisingly best the six on performance, driveability and 
engine noise, as well as naturally posting superior economy. 

The next GTS edition would also have four cylinders, but its 276kW 
would eclipse today’s output by around 22kW. That said, any future 
GT4 and the mooted GT4 RS would retain their six-cylinder spice. 

Marketing believe the price cut will boost awareness and sales - 
assuming customers aren’t wedded to the idea of a six. 



RumouJ 

may ditcTHracsWr 
and Cayman names. 

In favour of 718. Base 
Boxster switches to 2.0 
flaMour S and GTS run 
a 2.5-litre four Both 
turbocharged 


©Wehear 

Juicy gossip from the fopCargrapevine 

PORSCHE’S 911 is also downsizing its engines, though not 
as radically as Cayman and Boxster. This autumn’s 991.2 
introduces a 276kW 2.7-litre turbo in the base Carrera, while 
the Carrera S adopts a 313kW 3.0 turbo. Sources say the 
engines deliver massively enhanced torque curves and double- 
digit fuel economy savings. But it doesn’t mean the end of the road 
for the naturally aspirated sixes: the GT3 RS’s 368kW 4.0-litre 
has evolution potential, sources say. 

Talking of hallowed German performance badges, how will VW 
develop the GTI badge? Tor the time being, it only applies to 
Golf and Polo,’ says a Wolfsburg source. But with the future of 
the Golf cabriolet tentative, next newbie GTI will he a Beetle or 
Scirocco. The latter 
would be a proper TT 
rival, the bug approach 
is part of the plan to 
make America’s VW 
dynamically sharper in 
future. 

McLaren poked fun 
at Bentley, Aston 
and Lambo when it announced its 2014 pre-tax profit of $26 
million. Automotive boss Mike Flewitt flashed up images of their 
SUVs (including Lambo’s Urus, above) with a massive cross 
through them. ‘We are a sports car company,’ he said. ‘We won’t 
push resource into other areas - there’s more than enough 
competition in this SUV segment for now...’ 

Lotus chief Jean-Marc Gales (below) has quietly started 
preparing fans for the next-gen Elise. He told us that customers 

wanted cars that were easier 
to get in and out of, had 
‘competitive infotainment’ 
and mooted ‘maybe getting 
some servo-assistance 
on the small cars.’ The next 
Elise and Exige ‘will be faster, 
lighter but also easier to live 
with.’ Expect them late 2016. 

Although Lotus will post another reduced loss for 2015, 
headcount should be back above 2014 levels by the end of this year. 
The green shoots look to be appearing in Norfolk... 






2015. 

SA pioneer launches a solar plan to lower global emissions. 
The BMW 3 Series manages to lower them right now. 



OUR MOST ADVANCED 
3 SERIES EVER. 

W BMWEFFICIENTDYNAMICS. 

^ LESS EMISSIONS. MORE DRIVING PLEASURE. 




INSIDER 


What Ford 
did next 

The company that first mobilised the world is rethinking 
mobility. Alongside hyper hatches and Le Mans-ready 
performance cars the Blue Oval is also talking up bicycles, 
car-sharing and full autonomy 



N o PERSON DID more to 

mobilise the masses in the early 
days of the automobile than 
Henry Ford. Now the company 
he founded is broadening its 
focus from cars to smart mobility - with the 
ultimate aim of delivering next-level 
connectivity, mobility, autonomous vehicles, 
customer experience and big data. Before 
your eyes gloss over and your mind begins 
to wander back to thrashing the new Focus 
RS around an empty race track, consider 
this... our cities already face serious traffic 
congestion, China is adding one megacity 
(population lo million plus} every year and 
that humans are projected to number as 
many as lo billion by 2050. Thinking about 
solutions for smart mobility now seems 
pretty essential. How we use our cars is 
about to change forever. No need for panic 
though, just as our phones aren’t just phones 
anymore, so cars too will become smart 
mobility devices. 

‘We now are moving from 
experimentation to 
implementation,’ said Mark 
Fields, Ford president and 
CEO, at the recent Further 
with Ford trends conference 


MULTIMODAL 

MOBILITY 

MoDe:Flex is a folding electric 
bike plus smartphone app that 
harnesses real-time fitness, 
weather, traffic and public 
transport info for eyes-free 
navigation and route planning. 
Vibrating handlebars warn of 
hazards such as potholes. 


in San Francisco. ‘Our goal is to make 
people’s lives better by helping them more 
easily navigate through their day, address 
societal issues and, over time, change 
the way the world moves - just as 
Henry Ford did more than 100 
years ago.’ 

During the last six months 
Ford has been asking some 
key questions: Would you 
rent out your Ford Credit- 
financed car to prescreened 
clients to offset monthly 
ownership costsTAre you happy 
to ride in an autonomous car that 
doesn’t have a steering wheel? How 
do you feel about on-demand pay-as- 
you-go car sharing with guaranteed 
parking? Would you swap your car for an 
eBike if it could sense trucks approaching 
from behind, offered eyes-free navigation, 
plus health and fitness info? Would you 
trust car parts grown in a 
printer? Whatever your 
answers, the automobile 
world is changing fast. Here 
are the pick of the innovative 
ideas and areas Ford r&d is 
involved in right now. 


WEARABLE TECH 


MyFord Mobile app allows customers to check 
the driving range and battery charge of their 
plug-in hybrid or electric vehicle from their 
wrists before they leave on a trip or just to 
locate their parked car. Remote Park via 
smartwatch also in the works for tight spots. 


3D PRINTING 

Ford has collaborated 
with CarbonSD to 
develop Continuous 
Liquid Interface 
Production - 3D 
printing tech that 
grows parts from 
UV curable resins at 
speeds as much as 
25 to 100 times faster 
than conventional 3D 
printing processes. 





FULL AUTONOMY 

Fusion Hybrid research vehicle uses four LiDAR 
sensors plus radar to scan the road 2.5million 
times per second. LiDAR bounces infrared light 
off everything within 60m to generate a real- 
time 3D map of the environment. Also tracks 
moving objects such as vehicles, pedestrians 
and bicyclists and can distinguish a paper bag 
from a small animal a football field away. 


FLEXIBLE USE AND ^ 
OWNERSHIP 

GoDrive is an on-demand, public carsharing 
service that offers customers 
affordable pay-as-you- 
go access to a fleet of 
cars for one-way 
journeys with 
guaranteed 
parking. Other 
plans include 
renting out your 
Ford Credit- 
financed car when 
it’s not in use. 
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We have redefined what SUV's are all about. The Mazda CX-5 is an SUV with the agility and performance of a sports car. 
This is revealed in its 2.2 litre diesel engine that produces 129kW of power and 420Nm of torgue, while the 2.5 litre petrol engine delivers 
141kW of power and 256Nm of torgue. It is also available In a 2.0 litre engine that produces an amazing 121kW of unbridled power and 
210Nm of torgue. Thanks to SKYACTIV technology these cars deliver immense performance using minimal fuel. And if that isn't enough, 
the CX-5 offers features like MZD Connect as standard, while the Navigation System is available on the Akera and Individual models. 

With so much attention to detail, you would think we were making an explosive. 


UNLIMITED ^ 
WARRANTY & 
SERVICE PLAN 
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INSIDER 


Alpine; what’s it all about? 

Renault will relaunch Alpine later this year with a brand new coupe targeting 
Cayman and 4C, timed to coincide with the marque’s 60th anniversary. 

Here’s why you should care 



The previous one: 
Alpine GTA/A610 1991-1995 

Follow up to the A310 and GTA, the A610 was 
widely praised for its 290kph rear-engined 
performance, but slow sales saw Renault 
shutter the brand in 1995 

( 


The original: 

Alpine A106 1955-1960 

The first car to wear the Alpine badge was like a French 
Porsche 356. This glassfibre coupe, based on the rear- 
engined Renault 4CV, was designed for competition, despite 
just 44kW. Innovative features included rear suspension 
with four shocks and a five-speed ’box that was such a 
novelty it was 35% of the price of a standard 4CV 


The icon: 

Alpine A110 

Berlinette 1961-1978 

The AIIO’s aggressive looks, backbone 
chassis with rear-engine layout and 
Renault R8 oily bits took Alpine to 
international acclaim. Especially in 
rallying, where it achieved a 1-2-3 
finish in Monte Carlo twice, won the 
inaugural World Rally Championship, 
and essentially set the blueprint for the 
Lancia Stratos. Thousands were sold, 
but with the Suez Crisis it wasn’t enough 
to save Alpine financially, leading 
Renault to step in and buy the company 
in 1973 


The innovator: Alpine MGS 1965 

Purpose-built for endurance racing’s new Index of 
Performance class, the M65’s supreme aero and 
669kg kerb weight meant it achieved over 257kph from 
Just 1300CC and 97kW. Best result was victory in the 
Ntirburgring 500km 
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The future: 

Alpine Celebration 2015 

We’ll finally see a new Alpine road car in 2015, though 
sales are unlikely before 2017. It won’t look like the 
mad Vision Gran Turismo Concept - designed for the 
PlayStation - but this Alpine Celebration seen running 
at Le Mans and Goodwood holds plenty of clues. 
Expect power to come from a turbo four, making it 
more of a rival to the Alfa 4C than the Porsche 911 




The Le Mans winner: 
Alpine A442B 1978 

Eruit of newly formed Renault Sport, a 
conglomeration of Alpine and Gordini, 
the A442B was built to win Le Mans, and 
did so in 1978. Powered by a 2.Tlitre 
V6 turbo, it hit 359kph on the Mulsanne 
straight. 33 
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> THE NEW FORD FOCUS WITH ECOBOOST 

THINK OF IT AS LEAN MUSCLE. 

Introducing the all-new Ford Focus, with award-winning EcoBoost technology. 

Turbo charging gives you more power and a rush of adrenaline. Direct fuel injection provides 
exceptional fuel economy. Add smart technology and sleek design to a car that has proven 
itself a firm favourite around the world - and be prepared for it to become your favourite too. 


www.ford.co.za 

Visit FordSouthAfrica 


Go Further 


JWT66352_1 



Tent. Observatory. Pickup truck. Dance floor. Garden. Army fort. 
Secret portal. Aquarium. Christmas tree mover. Kitchen counter. 


Jacuzzi. Beach 
parking lot. 
basket. Bike 
Newsroom, 
vehicle. Concert 


buggy Pram 
Laundry 
rack. Carpool. 
Gameviewing 
hall. Sports 



field. Bed. Trampoline. Zoo. Library. Stage. Amusement park. Bus. 
Bowling aiiey.Quidditch pitch. Treasure isiand. Circus. Mess hall. 
Creche. Mobileclassroom. Hairdresser. Jungle gym. Fishing perch. 
Wrestling ring. Karaoke lounge. Bubble machine. Pony stable 
Movie theatre. Siumber party. Spy agency. Spare room. Picnic 


The new KIA Grand Sedona. Make room for memories. 

Versatile, luxurious, safe and beautiful, the new KIA Grand Sedona lets families think big. With a Smart Power 
Tailgate, Electric Sliding Doors, Dual Pane Sunroof, and a host of technology and convenience features, the Grand 
Sedona makes going big, feel like going home. You can choose between a 7 and an 11 Seater. 


Test drive it at your nearest dealer or go to www.sedonamemories.co.za. 



www.ki 


spot. Walk in closet. Art gallery. Ice-rink. Bowling alley. Puppet 
stage. Tree house. Igloo. Rain shelter. Reading room. Games room. 
Newsroom. Restaurant. Bedroom. Lounge. Kitchen. Changing room. 
Music conservatory. Oasis. Echo chamber. Caravan. Beach cottage. 
First aid centre. Hide. Viewing platform. Bingo hall. Twister room. 
Poker club. Rugby field. Blow-up swimming pool. Travelling circus. 
Pantry. Doggy parlour. Surf car. Park bench. Ice cream machine. 
Ice skating rink. Bus. Shopping trolley. Bowling alley. Food truck. 
Dressing room. Backstage. Game simulator. Ghost house. Arcade. 
Call center. Magical castle. Storage area. Sports coach. 

(KpO 

The Power to Surprise 
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THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE 


‘Triple Le Mans winner, 
boxer, powerboat 
racer, scratch golfer, 
racehorse breeder. . . 
Beat that, Lewis!’ 


UDLEY BENJAFIELD AND 

Bertie Kensington-Moir. 
racing drivers with names like 
these deserve a closer look. 
Then there was Woolf Barnato 
- diamond millionaire, triple Le Mans 
winner, heavyweight boxer, powerboat 
racer, scratch golfer, racehorse breeder and 
wicketkeeper for Surrey in his spare time. 

Was there ever a more compelling band of 
sporting brothers than the Bentley Boys? 
They drove hard (winning Le Mans five 
times), drank hard (Veuve Clicquot was 
apparently a favourite), partied energetically 
(the Savoy was used for one memorable 
post-race binge in ’27) and - more than any 
individual vehicle or model, single race or 
marketing stunt - made Bentley the 
exceedingly British brand that it is today. 

My favourite was Glen Kidston. Okay, the 
name was disappointingly non-Woosterish. 
His factual exploits, though, make Jean- 
Claude Van Damme s fictional adventures 
seem meek. The wealthiest of the bunch, 
Kidston could have spent his life quaffing 
Krug, pacing the links in his plus-fours and 
shooting grouse with expensive guns on 
expansive estates. 

Instead, he survived two World War One 
torpedo sinkings, served with distinction 
on submarines, was a pioneer aviator, raced 
cars and bikes, won Le Mans with Barnato 
and was the sole survivor of a major air 
crash in 29 in which he nobly tried to rescue 
the injured while horribly burned (his ( 
clothes were still smoking when he flagged 
down a passing motorist). He was a 
renowned big game hunter and in ’31 broke 
the flying record from the UK to Cape Town 


(six-and-a-half days in his Lockheed Vega 
monoplane). He never made it home. Flying 
over the Drakensberg mountains in South 
Africa, his plane broke up in a dust storm. 
Among those who mourned was Barbara 
Cartland, his former lover. 

Lewis and Jenson: try to beat that! 

A Bentley Boy even tried to save Bentley 
Motors from the financial abyss in the ’20s. 
Barnato bankrolled Bentley and became 
chairman while poor old WO stayed on as 
his loyal underling. (All to no avail - 
Bentley went broke and fell into the 
destructive clutch of rival Rolls-Royce, 
which systematically neutered it for the next 
50 years, the sad denouement of which was 
putting Bentley badges on roly-poly Rollers). 

Now Bentley - nourished on the unlikely 
bosom of the VW Group - is closer to its 
roots than probably any other British car 
maker. They make big, heavy, wildly fast, 
flamboyantly powerful, ostentatiously 
expensive, exquisitely furnished, hand- 
wrought, stately sporting cars that blend 
grandeur and haste. Just like they did in 
the 20s. 

Nowadays, buyers include celebrity 
sportsmen, rappers, IT millionaires, models 
and movie stars. The Bentley Boys would 
empathise with this bunch of self-made 


strutters. Naturally, some modern Bentleys 
tend to be ornately adorned, garish 
accoutrements to flamboyant owners. You 
and I may sniff at the mint green, shiny 
gold and banana yellow hues, bling meets 
zing. In fact, it’s what many owners - 
swaggering sunflowers rather than 
shrinking violets - want. 

The Continental GT - newly facelifted and 
recently sampled - is a ludicrously over- 
endowed car. It weighs 200kg more than a 
Range Rover. It has a 6.0 -litre engine in top 
guise, when most favour of two or perhaps 
three litres. It offers 12 turbocharged 
cylinders, when we all know that six - and 
actually four - are quite enough. It has 
72oNm of torque. It can do 32okph (but 
where?). You drive a Continental GT’s W12 
engine typically on about 10 per cent throttle, 
surfing a tidal wave of untapped torque. 

If many mainstream cars endorse the 
Swedish doctrine of lagom - Just enough’ 

- then the Continental GT subscribes to 
Oscar Wilde’s philosophy that nothing 
succeeds like excess. It’s a very Bentley Boy 
sort of car. 

No fast car is so relaxing at speed, yet so 
spirited when the mood takes: limo meets 
Lambo. If it is a bit too disengaged and 
remote for you and me then you know that 
David and Victoria, Kim Kardashian and 
Paris Hilton will love it. (Keener drivers 
should choose the cheaper V8S Coupe, one 
of my favourite Grand Tourers). 

Bentley even has a successful motorsport 
programme, further proof of its bond with 
yesteryear. Alas, today’s drivers - tagged 
‘Bentley Boys’ by marketing - are a shadow 
of their idiosyncratic forebears. How can 
they rival Dudley, Bertie or Woolf when the 
lead driver’s name is Guy Smith? ca 


Our Gavin is a hugeiy experienced 
yet undyingiy passionate car bioke. 
He might not be your first choice for 
pensions advice, however 
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The new OPEL MOKKA 


WHAT’S YOUR NEXT 

MOKKA MOMENT? 

In this fast paced life there are moments that seem to slow down time and 
live forever in our hearts and minds. These are the moments we live for. 
These are Mokka moments. 




^ You 

#OpelMokka ^ ■ OpelSA or www.opel.co.za 


Terms & Conditions apply. Errors S Omissions excepted. 



THE FI CRITIC 


‘As I entered Silverstone on July 
9, 1997 with ‘Bernie Pass’ around 
my neck my overriding thought 
was that if I failed to obtain 
accreditation again, I at least held 
it once. 18 years later...’ 


EGULAR READERS OF these 
pages will note that this month’s 
column marks a break from its 
brief of analysing Formula I’s 
(considerable) shenanigans and 
scandals, and the sport’s (wearying) politics. 
The reason for the break is simple: 
Silverstone marked my 250th grand prix, 
and it proved fascinating to compare the 
different eras then (1997) and now. 

Hopefully my story will inspire other South 
Africans to follow their passion. 

Eighteen years separate my first, nervous 
swipe of a media paddock pass at the 
turnstile and my departure from this year’s 
British GP in early July. I recall that 
Thursday vividly: the sheer joy of being 
granted a first personalised media pass; utter 
elation as it granted entry to that hallowed 
patch then bestrode by such as Michael 
Schumacher and Jacques Villeneuve. And, of 
course, the ‘ogre’ Bernie Ecclestone... 

Per chance my first (as media member) 
and 250th GP were attended at the same 
venue, while the Saturday marked what 
would have been my father’s 90th birthday 
- it was he who encouraged me above all to 
achieve my dream when all seemed bleak, as 
it so often was during those early days of 
battling around the world on a shoestring, 
with only a green passport and 
(progressively) weakening currency for 
company. 

I recall that as I entered Silverstone on 
Thursday July 9, 1997 with ‘Bernie Pass’ 
around my neck my overriding thought was 
that if I failed to obtain accreditation again, I 
at least held it once. Had someone then told 
me that 18 years later I would hit the quarter 
millennium count I would have suggested 
they rather smoked legal tobacco. 


Having, at age 44, decided to devote my 
life to Formula 1 and being unable to obtain 
an ancestral visa (and, thus, work permit) 
due to the vagaries of European immigration 
laws, the only course open to me was via the 
media, which break came via SABC after I 
was invited to do stints as ‘expert’ guest 
during grand prix broadcasts, having 
previously consulted on sponsorship to the 
(ill-fated) Arrows Fi team. 

In retrospect it was a matter of one-eyed 
man being king in the land of the blind - a 
situation that, with due respect to the 
current TV line-up, seems not to have 
changed over the intervening two decades. 
Only those able to compare Fi broadcasts 
across the world know how short-changed 
South African Fi fans really are. . . 

That first SATV pass provided keys to a 
promised land, but that route of media 
accreditation was fraught with challenges, 
particularly during disputes between 
Bernie’s office and Auckland Park over 
payments - 1 watched the 1998 Australian 
Grand Prix from the public area - and thus 
decided to apply for print media 
accreditation despite never having filed a 
race report in my life! 

Fortunately I seem to have inherited a 
modicum of writing talent (or not), and 
managed to persuade The Citizen to apply 
for accreditation on my behalf, but on terms 
that hardly allowed a life of champagne 
and limousines. 

For three years I slept in a frame tent and 
ate/showered in paddocks across the world, 
with my wardrobe being a beat-up Volvo - 
until 2001, in fact, when I was rewarded 
with permanent FIA Fi accreditation after 
reporting on the seasonal minimum number 
(12) required for such status. 


Gradually, demand for my work 
increased, in turn enabling me to 
attend more grands prix. In 2008 1 
achieved a long-held ambition - 
covering a season in its entirety - and 
since then I have missed but one grand 
prix, due to illness after I picked up a 
viral infection in Canada in 2013. Next 
season should see me attend 21 grands 
prix - a schlepp at (then) age 62, but 
what a pleasurable schlepp it will 
surely be! 

Of course there have been ups and 
downs over the years, mixed with 
moments both good and pathetic; 
fortunately, though, the formers far 
outweigh the latters. I guess the biggest 
elation was felt when (Sir) Jackie Stewart 
first greeted me by name - 1 recalled my 
gooseflesh when first I saw the legendary 
triple champion race at Kyalami in 1972 - 
and then to be acknowledged unprompted, 
well! Ditto Bernie. 

The worst? A reporter, then of this 
publication before it was sold off, who, after 
a journo jolly to Toyota’s maiden Fi race in 
2002, described in his scandal column how 
he flew business to Melbourne while I sat 
squashed in cattle class, then compared his 
five-star hotel to my threadbare digs. Karma 
exists: he never again covered a GP, and 
Toyota Fi sank after a disastrous 
campaign... 

Without doubt the most unforgettable on- 
track moment was Sebastian Vettel’s 
sublime maiden victory on a streaming 
Monza in an out-dated Toro Rosso, while 
the pits was Jules Bianchi’s tragic accident in 
Suzuka. Sadly, Formula 1 is also that, but 
overall the sheer experience of chasing fast 
cars across the planet for 18 straight years 
has been an absolute privilege. It surely 
beats working for a living. . . Ea 
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An offer this good deserves your attention 
no matter what. 


With capped price servicing* there has never been a better time to let the people who built 
your car, look after it. Our proven expertise, quality Volkswagen parts and top-class Customer 
care means you’ll notice the difference at Volkswagen Service. So, bring your car home, to 
where it all began and keep your Volkswagen a Volkswagen. Contact your nearest Volkswagen 
Dealer for more information. 


*Prices reflected are capped retail prices at participating dealers nationwide and include VAT, parts and labour. Offer valid 
14 July2014 - 31 December2015. Terms and conditions apply. Contactyour nearest Volkswagen Dealership or visit vw.co.za 
for more information. 


Nobody knows your Volkswagen better than we do. 





Quality Safety 



Customer Care 


@3 ^ 

Volkswagen Parts Expertise 


VOLKSWAGEN 

SERVICE 



Das Auto. 


RRST DRIVES 



Eight new cars driven, 
starring the Kia Sorento, 
Fiat 500X, Mercedes- 
AMG GT S, Porsche 
Boxster Spyder, Bentley 
Conti GT3-R, Ford Focus 
ST, Merc GLE Coupe & 
Ford Mustang Convertible 


KIA SORENTO^ 


Three cheers for Sorento 


Say hello to the third-generation Kia Sorento - a more refined and polished performer 
aimed at gaining market share in a fiercely contested segment crammed with 
competent and desirable machines. Up for the fight? By Aaron Borrill 


T he sorento has never 

stood out head and shoulders 
above its rivals in terms of 
outright visual impact and 
refinement but the newly 
launched third-generation model is hoping 
to set the record straight. It certainly looks 
good and represents a bold evolution over 
its forebear with expressive lines and 


sculptural surfacing. Features such as the 
grille, airdams, wrap-around headlamps 
and LED signature tail-lamps, not to 
mention the ornate wheels (available in 17-, 
18- and 19 -inches) bestow it with purpose 
and more resolve. 

It’s inside the cabin however, where things 
have ramped up quite significantly. In fact 
this is one of the best interiors we’ve sampled 


^ , on any Kia to date, 

looking - style all rivalling some of the 
of ?he SUV® Euro players such as 
market. 9/1 0 for Volkswagen. Not only is 

it roomier inside, the level 
of trim and general fit and finish is of a 
much higher quality than that of the 
outgoing model. Sure, there are some 
questionable materials here and there but 
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the soft-touch dash, central screen 
and brushed aluminium-look trim 
revoke any negative perceptions. 
The interior is available in black 
only and with the choice of leather 
or cloth upholstery. In terms of 
practicality the new Sorento 
trumps its predecessor with a 
larger boot and increased leg 
room, mostly thanks to being 
95mm longer and 5mm wider 
than before. Both rows of seats 
fold completely flat while the 
second row can slide back and 
forth to accommodate larger 
passengers in the third row. 

The plus -sized proportions 
haven’t negatively impacted its 
handling ability - it is after all 15mm lower 
than its forebear. The steering is pretty 
numb but it’s accurate enough to stitch a 
couple of sweeping corners together. There is 
a Drive Mode Select button but it’s more of a 
gimmick and does little to increase any feel 
or feedback. Like its predecessor it benefits 
from unitary construction for better on-road 
dynamics though genuine off-road ability is 
compromised to a certain extent. High-spec 
Sorentos are equipped with an on- demand 
all-wheel drive system, that shuffles torque 
between the front and rear wheels 
depending on the surface. This together 
with the 4WD Lock mode and sufflcient 
approach and departure angles means the 
Sorento is no sissy when it comes to 
traversing tricky terrain. NVH levels have 
been improved by employing larger 
diameter engine and transmission mounts 


and increased 
insulation around the 
engine bay, 
transmission tunnel 
and fenders. Add the 
vertically mounted 
front struts to that and 
the Sorento rides with 
improved comfort and 
compliance. 

Two engine options 
are available: a 
naturally aspirated 
i27kW/225Nm 2.4-litre 
petrol engine and a 
i47kW/44oNm 
2.2-litre turbodiesel. Tested up in 
Mpumulanga the turbodiesel proved the 
most enjoyable to drive as the petrol engine 
struggled in the thin Lowveld air. While it 
may perform better at sea level we reckon 
even the i52kW/265Nm 1.6-litre GDI petrol 
turbo from the Koup would be a better bet. 

This is without a doubt the most polished 
Kia Sorento yet. While we weren’t able to 
properly test its off-road capability, its on- 
road dynamics were very impressive. 
Compliant and refined - even on a gravel 
road - the Sorento will find favour with 
those who have large families and pursue an 
active lifestyle. It unfortunately comes 
undone from a pricing perspective which 
may very well affect its favour with the 
buying public, especially when you consider 
that the middle-of-the-range 2.2 CRDi EX 
AWD costs more than the Land Rover 
Discovery Sport SD4 S. It’s a pity though as 
this really is the best Sorento yet - we just 


o 

Interior premium but unlikely to sway the 
Land Rover/Audi brigade. Seven seats 
and best-in-class space may do the trick 

hope it gets the credit and sales success it 
deserves. 

A 5-year/i5o 000km warranty and a 3 year/ 
unlimited km roadside assistance plan is 
available on all models. The 2.4 LS comes as 
standard with a 4-year/9 0000km service 
plan, while LX, EX and SX models include a 
5-year/ioo 000km maintenance plan, ca 
OAaronBorrill 


Kia Sorento 2.2 CRDi EX AWD 

> Price R599995 > Engine 2199cc turbodiesel, 

147kW @ 3800rpm, 440Nm @ 1750-2750rpm 

> Transmission six-speed auto, on-demand all- 
wheel drive > Suspension MacPherson strut front, 
double wishbone rear > Length/width/height 
4750mm/1 890mm/1 685mm > Weight 1 857kg 

> Performance 9.6sec O-IOOkph, 203kph top speed, 
NA£/100km, 174g/km CO 2 > On saie Now 
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HRST DRIVES 


FIAT 500X 1.4 TJET CROSS 


To the growing 500 family, a bouncing baby crossover 

A la Mode 






F iat fancies itself as a 

trendsetter, and - in the passenger 
car market at least - rightly so; the 
jelly tot 500 and anti-Banting 500L 
accent innovation, originality and a healthy 
dose of la dolce bloody vita. Inevitably then 
their buyers are design aficionados rather 
than Everyman, mode enthusiasts more 
interested in hemline trends and Florentine 
espadrillesthan baby seat anchor points 
or Lane Assist innovations. The problem 
however is that there are only so many 
Undaunted Strivers - the rest of us are 
altogether more Savvy Maximisers, and 
Fiat seemed to have cottoned on to this 
marketing inevitability. Here then is a Fiat 
for everyone, the Jones’ next door, the U 
Mobile starters, the weekenders, the empty 
nesters. This Italian chooses the middle 
ground, ostensibly to win friends that might 
otherwise not look to the enigmatic Latin 
marque for their everyday crossover. 

That’s not a bad thing - the 500X is a 
very decent piece of kit, screwed together 
well, adequately nippy and a nice place to 
spend time in. It’s not, however, a true 500, 
either in spirit or bone structure, owing its 
DMA to the new Jeep Renegade, on whose 
platform the 500X is based. Indeed, other 
than the body and a twinkly little drive 
mode innovation called Mood, this is a Jeep 


Renegade, the difference largely strategic 
as Fiat Chrysler Automobiles wrings as 
much out of the trans-Atlantic synergy as it 
can. Again, not a bad thing, the Renegade is 
competent and desirable. 

The launch car is the 1.4T MultiAir Cross - a 
cheaper 1.6 Pop Star and more expensive 
1.4T Cross Plus will arrive later in the year - 
and it seems the best compromise in terms 
of price and ability. Many considering this 
type of car will wallet up for the DDCTT auto 
but we would suggest a test in the six-speed 
manual; the dual-clutch transmission is 
initially ponderous and has a tendency to 
change down unnecessarily early during 
slowdown, while the manual is crisp, sharp 
and unfussy. 

Inside it’s spacious and airy with a 
middling 245 litres of boot space in the 
back. The mix of materials and shapes is 
clearly European but less wow than we’ve 
come to expect from Fiat. There is the 
ubiquitous infotainment interface, here 
called Uconnect, with either 5- or 6.5-inch 
touchscreen depending on the model. It is 
the gateway to all the usual aids including 
connectivity and audio and dovetails with 
TomTom for satellite navigation. 

The most Fiat-like gizmo in the otherwise 
subdued 500X package is the drive mode 
selector, or, as Fiat would have it, ‘Mood’ 


Quality everywhere, in line with Fiat’s 
upmarket realignment. Screen comes 
in either^r 6.5-inch sizes, depending 
X on model 


selector. Drivers can select Auto, Sport or 
All Weather which, depending on conditions, 
acts on engine, brakes, steering and 
transmission. But this is an urban pavement 
hopper, not an off-road warrior and the 
torque distribution is regulated only to the 
front axles. 

The 500X won’t make you laugh at 
roundabouts like the 500 or make you 
feel smug like the 500L (only 500L owners 
will understand this). It is contemporary 
transport, as efficient as most of the 
current crossovers. And it won’t require 
either attitude to drive it or energy to 
explain it. Which may be just what Fiat needs 
to finally shift the shedload of vehicles it 
would like to. Ironic really, the least Italian 
Fiat in years may be the company’s (and 
country’s) all-conquering champion. Here’s 
hoping it succeeds. [3 
PETER FROST 
O@pefrost 


Fiat 500X1.4 TJET Cross 

> Price R344900 > Engine 1368cc 4-cyl 
turbo, 103kW@5000rpnn, 230Nnn@1750rpnn > 
Transmission six-speed manual, front-wheel drive 

> Suspension MacPherson struts front and rear 

> Length/width/height 4273/ 1796/1 608mm > 
Weight 1275kg > Performance 9.8sec O-IOOkph, 
190kph, 6^/100km, 139g/km CO 2 > On sale Now 



Styling decidedly 
middle of the road, 
unlikely to elicit strong 
opinion either way 


H^HS 

Space, precision 
of the manual 
gearbox, quality 
interior 

LOWS 

Auto gearbox 

VERDICT 

, Fiat’s most 
mainstream 
product to date 
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The new asymmetric Altimax 
Sport guarantees precise 
steering response when 
cornering, and safe driving 
on wet roads. 


Altimax uses a modern silica 
tread compound to bridge the 
gap between wet performance 
and rolling resistance. The result? 
A tyre that grips and lasts, on wet 
and dry surfaces. 


AVAILABLE AT: 


ScoNiipmiKii 


BestDrive 




www.continental.co.za 










HIGHS 

V8 power, clever 
packaging, balance 

LOWS 

Price tag, slightly 
divisive styling, why 
offer a non- 
S model? 

VERDICT 

Step aside Porsche 
911, Stuttgart has a 
new sheriff 


HRST DRIVES 


MERCEDES-AMG GT S ^ 

Weight of expectation 

Merc’s pared down GT S is now sufficiently weighty to 
threaten Porsche’s 911 


AMG GT S sharper, more 
engaging than its SLS dad. A 
vanity plate preempting future go 
faster models, perhaps? 


between input and response is perfectiy 
honed. A skittish, oversteery AMG this 
certainiy is not. An uitra-responsive front 
end and exceiient drop-off visibiiity heips 
you piace the car inch-perfectiy, the brakes 
have superb feei and bite, and you carry 
massive momentum through high-speed 
corners thanks to the baiance the chassis 
communicates in athoroughiy intuitive, 
second-skin kind of way. Having driven 
the highiy taiented 911 GTS I can say my 
aiiegiance iies with the brawnier Merc - for 
now (iet’s see what the new turbocharged 
991.2 era produces). As charismatic as 
the 911 may be, the GT S is a match in the 
handing and razor-sharp doubie-ciutch 
shifts stakes but I doubt anything iess than 
a Turbo or GT3 wiii out-pace this beast’s 
magnificent V8. Mind you, I’m totally open 
to being proven wrong... Bring on the local 
group test. EE 
RAY LEATHERN 
ORay(a)TopCar 


T he MEGA-Merc, the SLS AMG, was 
the baddest Benz ever to snort up 
the white lines of the road and next 
to it the AMG GT looks compact, 
almost like a retro racer. My take is 
Affalterbach clearly styled it this way in 
response to the 50-year-old 911 - to give it 
heritage, make it look more established than 
it actually is. Fair play, but don’t misjudge 
its calculated fagade - this is a hi-tech 
and supremely well-packaged car. Thanks 
to dry sump lubrication, AMG has sunk a 
4.0-litre V8 into that platypus-low bonnet. 
Downsized it may be but twin-turbos inside 
the hot V means a blitz to lOOkph in 3.8sec; 
on to 200kph just 8sec after that. And it’ll 
do those numbers time after time, thanks 
to an improved Race Start function. The 
front-midship layout with transaxle means 
the dual-clutch gearbox sits at the rear 
and this provides a delicate 47/53% weight 

o 

Interior an occular overload of buttons, 
airvents and surfaces; with the accent 
most definitely on the driver 


distribution. You sense this sitting in the 
close-fitting cabin - the high transmission 
tunnel, loaded with go-faster buttons, 
features the stubby gear selector that sits 
almost underneath your armpit. You’re just 
off-centre from the steering wheel too, a 
further reminder of the V8’s presence just 
millimetres ahead of your right toe. Our 
launch route took in short liaisons on the 
motorway, high-speed runs at the banked 
oval of Gerotek as well as hot laps around 
Zwartkops Raceway. This variety showed off 
the supreme versatility of the GT S, unlocked 
by the four, massively stepped personalities 
of AMG Drive Select. In Comfort ride quality 
is excellent but the steering feels as if it’ll be 
hopeless when the road’s radius tightens. 
But flick it into Sport or Sport+ and all 
preconceptions are immediately eclipsed 
as the steering comes to life, transmission 
sharpens and most importantly, the engine 
note brawns up. At partial throttle the 
sound rumbles throughout the cabin. With 
the throttle pinned wide open it graduates 
to full AMG Gatling gun; and forward shove 
never diminishes despite the dual-clutch’s 
millisecond shifts - only the noise subsides a 
fraction. The AMG GT S’s piece de resistance 
undoubtedly comes on the race track. 

With a lightish kerbweight, low centre of 
gravity, big power and near-perfect weight 
distribution as your key ingredients, the 
finished product is always going to impress, 
but the GT S exceeds all expectations. In 
Race and Sport Handling mode the dialogue 


Mercedes-AMG GT S 

> Price R 1 991 670 Engine 3982cc, 32v, twin-turbo 
V8, 375kW @ 6250rpm, 650Nm @ 1750 - 4750rpm 
Transmission seven-speed dual clutch, rear- 
wheel drive Suspension Double wishbone 
front, nnulti-link rear Length/width/height 
4546nnnn/1 939nnnn/1 287nnnn Weight 1 570kg 
Performance 3.8sec O-IOOkph, 310kph top speed, 
9.4^/100knn, 219g/knn CO 2 On sale Now 
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Can you really rely on a substitute? 

A substitute just doesn't work as well. Choose the part that was made for the job, ask for Volkswagen Genuine Parts. 
Volkswagen Genuine Parts guarantee the highest quality standard for optimum performance and impeccable safety, 
ensuring that your car performs exactly as it should. 





RRST DRIVES 

PORSCHE BOXSTER SPYDER | 

Thou Shalt not covet 

The arrival of the new Porsche Spyder, the fastest, 
lightest, prettiest Boxster yet makes that a tough task 


Y ou CHECK THE price 

(Rioioooo), ascertain that 
despite appearances the Boxster 
Spyder is not a convertible 
Cayman GT4 and think no, you 
don’t need one. After all, who drives a 
Boxster GTS and finds it lacking? RGik 
saved by a little iron-willed resolve. Well 
done. And good luck. . . 

Cracks start to appear when you consider 
the engine. Out goes the GTS’s 3.4-litre six. 
In comes the Carrera S -sourced 3.8 that 
made its mid-engine debut in the GT4 
Cayman. Power is ykW down on the iiber- 
Cayman but the waters between the GTS 
Boxster and the Spyder are clear and 
expansive: 24okW and 37oNm of torque 
versus the 3.8’s lyGkW and 42oNm. Ah. 
Consider also that this engine is equally 
responsive, free revving and aurally 
wondrous. Gear ratios are as per the GTS, 
PDK is not an option and the Spyder enjoys 
the same shorter, stubbier lever as the 
Cayman GT4. If there’s a sweeter manual 
transmission, one as accurate and as 
profoundly satisfying to use, it’s living in a 
cave somewhere without a Facebook page. 

The Spyder’s not about numbers but 
ponder for a moment o-iookph in 4.5 
seconds and 29okph. With the 3.8 motor the 


Boxster climbs a rung, from fast to very 
fast. 1315kg is another significant figure, 
for not only is the Spyder the punchiest 
Boxster yet it’s also the lightest, 
undercutting the 1345kg GTS by the 
equivalent of half a passenger (messy). 
The Spyder’s soft-top saves 11kg over the 
Boxster’s powered hood - ample reward 
for the manual labour required. 
Deploying or stashing it is a sub -minute 
job, once you’ve been shown The Way. 
Further weight’s been saved by going 
without PASM suspension (5kg), some 
sound deadening (5kg) and, as standard, 
aircon (9kg), though this can be optioned 
back in without charge. A Chapman- 
esque fervour for the banishment of flab 
runs to the interior too, with its deeply 
handsome, comfortable and supportive 
shell-backed carbon buckets and fabric- 
loop door releases - cute. 

Where the Cayman GT4 was a Porsche 
GT project with chassis componentry 
from the (presumably ultra-lightweight 
and sweet-steering) GT3 parts bin, the 
Boxster Spyder is a mainstream model. 
The Spyder rides on the Boxster’s 
optional Sport suspension with a softer 
rear anti-roll bar. The brakes are 
911-sourced: six-piston front calipers and 




We shouldn’t 
be seduced 
by such fripperies 
as speedster 
A, humps, but... 
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The air may not be conditioned but it 
rushes through your hair 

O 






Lightest Boxster 
yet feels as delicate 
and precise as you’d 
hope. Manual ’box so 
perfect we’d like to 
marry it, but sadly it’s 
already married to a 
peachy flat-six 


340mm discs as opposed to the GTS s four- 
piston calipers and 330mm discs. 

Any disappointment at the lack of GT4 
Cayman underpinnings lasts only as long as 
it takes to get behind the wheel. Jump in, 
marvel at the essential 
rightness of everything from 
the weighting of the pedals to 
the anatomy of the seats, start 
the engine and prod your way 
almost immediately into Sport 
Plus (for more slip -angle 
freedom, rev-matched 
downshifts and increased 
exhaust volume}. What follows 
is an enthralling, wholly 
immersive driving experience 
that takes the Boxster’s 
fundamental brilliance and 
glosses it with yet more layers 
of dynamic excellence and 
driving joy. 

Yes, the gearing still feels tall, 
even with the stronger engine, 
and if you press the car into 


daily service you will miss the duality and 
versatility of a Boxster equipped with PASM 
and PDK, but the Spyder is an exceptional 
sports car. Even at low speeds you appreciate 
the gearshift, the smooth, tractable engine 
and the admirable 
suspension pliancy - the 
set-up is firm but, given the 
size of wheels, far from 
intolerable. Press on and the 
last vestiges of your anti- 
Spyder resolve will likely 
crumble in the face of 
furious acceleration, the 
engine’s incredibly eager 
and accurate throttle 
response, the centre-exit 
exhausts’ utterly bewitching 
soundtrack (complete with 
filthy pops and gurgles on 
the overrun) and tirelessly 
strong brakes. Corners, 
however tricky, fall without 
a fight to the keen, slack-free 
steering and the chassis’ 


endlessly fascinating blend of poise, grip and 
adjustability. 

The final blow. Objectively the visual 
changes over the GTS Boxster amount to 
little more than the GT4 Cayman’s rump 
and nose (with a smaller chin spoiler, to 
balance reduced downforce at the rear), 
Spyder-specific wheels and the bespoke roof 
and rear deck, complete with streamlined 
Speedster humps. Subjectively the effect is 
pretty special, elevating the already 
handsome Boxster to something altogether 
more purposeful, a hunkered, elegant form 
that at once references the past (the 550 and 
718 Spyders, naturally, with shades of 
Carrera GT) without getting mired in retro. 

How’s that resolve holding up? ca 
BEN MILLER 


Porsche Boxster Spyder 

> Price R1 010 000 > Engine 3800cc 34v flat-six, 
276kW @ 6700rpm, 420Nm @ 4750-6000rpm 

> Transmission Six-speed manual, rear-wheel drive, 
limited-slip differential > Performance O-IOOkph 
4.5sec, 290kph, 10£/100km, 230g/km CO 2 

> Weight 1315kg > On saie Now 


HIGHS 

Heritage, balance, 
performance, 
mood-lifting 
brilliance 

LOWS 

Price positioning - 
willJoe Public see 
the value of the 
Spyder over the 
GTS? 

VERDICT 

As worthy of 
your unabashed 
affection as the 
hysterically good 
Cayman GT4 
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RRST DRIVES 


BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT3-R| 




Tarmac-torching 
grand tourer 


@ minor details such as 

Bruce Banner green the brake caliper colour 

a constant reminder j n j i 

that this is ^i^d the deletion or the 

a Continental with green racing stripes, 

monster muscle ^ i • 

All are painted Glacier 

White, offset by a front splitter, hood vents 

and fixed rear spoiler in carbonfibre. 

Lightweight, 21-inch forged alloys in gloss 

black complete a sophisticated track-racer 

look likely to scare trad Bentley buyers but 

please both the original Bentley Boys and the 

nouveau riche. Just 300 will be made granting 

it requisite exclusivity. 

Driving the beast is a more powerful version 
of the twin-turbocharged 4.0 -litre V8 found 
in ‘regular’ GTs, massaged to produce 426kW 
@ Gooorpm and yooNm @ lyoorpm. A 
fifteen second overboost function lifts those 
already lofty outputs to 44ikW and 75oNm. 
The additional power and torque, allied to a 
100kg weight-loss programme - lighter 
wheels, brakes, seats and titanium-tipped 


Limited edition GT3-R proves Bentley’s goal of 
sportier cars is on track. By Wayne Batty 


more delight. Having driven quite a few 
Continental GTs , Tm expecting to fight the 
front end, but sharper steering, more stiffly 
calibrated air springs and dampers and 
brake-actuated torque vectoring means the 
GT3-R corners more willingly and stays 
flatter than you’d ever believe possible for a 
car this heavy. Through the drift-friendly 
Turn 2, modified electronic stability control 
allows much more lateral slide before 
interfering, again working with the torque 
vectoring to limit understeer and boost grin 
factor. This truly is unlike any Bentley you’ve 
ever driven. 

Plainly, it is the most outrageous road-going 
Bentley ever built. The GT3-R, where the R 
stands for road, not race, pays homage to 
Bentley’s rich racing heritage as well as the 
impressive GT3 race car currently pounding 
circuits the world over - a not so subtle 
statement of the British company’s Luxury 
and Performance ethos. Unlike Crewe’s other 
offerings, options on the GT3-R are limited to 

o 

stringent diet meant rear seats were 
ditched though fronts not exactly bare- 
bones racing buckets 


F loor the throttle and 

yooNm of torque lights up all four 
wheels to a distinctive V8 bellow 
sufficiently characterful to disguise 
its force-fed nature. In a few 
hundred metres we’re hitting i6okph and the 
braking point for Killarney’s 180-degree left 
Turn 1. Lift-off is met with crackling 
fireworks from the exhaust while a hefty stab 
on the comically huge - 420mm up front - 
carbon ceramics reins the 2.2-tonne 
battleship in as though a physical anchor was 
digging up the tarmac behind. The 
impressive retardation results in a perceptive 
downchange from ZF’s brilliant eight-speed 
auto. When it’s this good in Sport mode, 
there’s really no need to tug on the fixed 
paddleshifters. Turn-in brings with it yet 


I'; 


exhaust plus added carbon use - allows the 
car to hit lookph in just 3.8 seconds and top 
out at over 3ookph. 

The revolution continues inside where 
typical exotic wood veneers and exquisite 
inlays make way for mirror-matched 
carbonfibre, Beluga black leather and 
Alcantara with bright green accent panels 
and top stitching. Yes, the organ stop air vent 
controls, Breitling clock and beautiful 
brightwork remain, but the sporting 
emphasis is clear. The brilliant seats are a 
lightweight hybrid of buckets and sofa that 
offer genuine comfort, enough adjustability 
and superb lateral support. You can forget 
about rear seats; in their place is a quilt- 
stitched padded panel and carpeted storage 
area. Yet, while strictly a two-seater, 
adjustable air suspension and a pretty handy 
358-litre boot makes this Bentley a seriously 
fast, but reasonably practical grand tourer. 

If you thought Bentleys were all about Blue 
Train luxury and boulevard cruising, think 
again. The team from Crewe are expanding 
the Bentley palette, putting more emphasis 
on dynamic performance in line with their 
early heritage. Ready to challenge Ferrari and 
McLaren? Not yet, hut the intent is there, 
along with a commitment to retaining the 
luxury and comfort - a very attractive 
combination, ca 


Bentley Continental GT3-R 

> Price R7nn (est.) > Engine 3998cc twin-turbo V8 
426kW(a)6000rpnn, 700Nnn@1700rpm 

> Transmission 8-speed automatic, 4WD 

> Suspension Adaptive air suspension all round 

> Performance O-IOOkph in 3.8sec, 304kph top 
speed, 12.7^/100km 295g C02/km 

> Kerbweight 2195kg > On sale Now 




FORD FOCUS ST| 

The stealthy one 


Gentleman’s racer 
style, speed, 
luxury and brilliant 
soundtrack 




B unk AND YOU’LL miss it. 

No, I’m not referencing the 
new flat-grey Stealth body 
paint on the 2016 Focus ST, 
rather the barely perceptible 
tweaks to the exterior. Gaze upon 
its chiseled visage and note how the 
sharper creases bring it in line with 
the current Fiesta ST. There’s even a 
hint of Mustang in there, I’d argue, with 
squinty-eyed headlamp clusters a la 
Clint Eastwood staring into the sun. 

At the rear it’s more of the same, 
with an apron that now floats 
underneath a blackened diffuser. Neat. 
But there’s no new performance here 
to match the sharpened visuals, a 
pity then since the Ford Focus ST has 
always been the people’s champion of 
the hot-hatch segment. On duty is the 
same 2.0-litre EcoBoost turbo that 
debuted in 2013 with 184kW and 360Nm 
on tap, capable of shifting the ST from 
zero to one hundred in 6.5 seconds, 
and on to a 248kph top speed. Green 
credentials are an environmentally- 
respectful 6.8^/100km and 159g/km CO 2 
- improved from 169g/km. 

Hop aboard and the biggest departure 
happens on the dashboard which 


now enjoys a more streamlined set 
of controls in addition to (on ST3 
only) SYNC 2, the cleverly named 
sequel to SYNC 1. It employs an 8-inch 
touchscreen and a host of new options 
including the innocently named MyKey. 

It is in fact so cunning that it allows you 
to limit basic functions depending on 
the driver and yes that means you 
can give your teenager a speed limit 
of 80kph with a permanently active 
traction control system. 

Rev up the engine, drop the clutch 
(all STs are manual) and mash the loud 
pedal into the carpets and a few 
things happen. Firstly, there’s that 
bassy engine noise. You get the 
impression that the engineers were 
trying to emulate the five-cylinder 
engine of its predecessor, and 
accidently found something better and 
just sort of stuck with it. The folks at 
Ford insist that the steering, ESP and 
suspension have all been marginally 
revised as well but don’t expect a 
noticeably different driving experience 
than before. There isn’t. And that’s a 
good thing. 

CALVIN FISHER 
O Calvin Fisher 


Price and weight 

1 VERDICT 


^Tighter, faster and 


meaner than its 


; siblings -sportier 


Bentleys are the 


_ bomb 

k I 


Ford Focus STS 

> Price R421900 > Engine 2000cc 4-cyl, 184kW @ 5500rpm, 360Nnn @ 2000-4500rpnn 

> Transmission Six-speed manual, front-wheel drive > Performance 6.5 sec O-IOOkph, 248kph, 
6.8£/100km, 159g/km C02 > Weight 1437kg > On saie Now 
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MERCEDES BENZ GLE COUPE 


HIGHS 

What the hell 
-the striking 
appearance 

LOWS 

Poor body control, 
cheap bits inside 

VERDICT 

And you thought 
the X6 was difficult 
to love? 


You can blame BMW’s X6 for this, but you can’t blame it 
for the GLE’s errant body control. Very strange indeed 


Merc commits ^ 
daylight blobbery 


Mercedes-Benz GLE450 AMG Coupe 

> Price R1 110 057 > Engine 2996cc 24v twin- 
turbo V6, 270kW@5500-6000rpm, 
520Nm(a)1800-4000rpm > Transmission 
Nine-speed automatic, 4WD 

> Performance 5.7sec O-IOOkph, 250kph 
(limited), 9.4£/100km, 219g/km C02 

> Weight 2220kg > On Saie Now 


T he thing about the BMW X6 
is that although it arrived to a 
chorus of incredulity so loud 
several canaries dropped 
dead of heart failure, once driven, 
this initial cacophony was drowned 
out by the collective thud of jaws 
hitting the floor. The looks were not 
the accidental repercussion of an 
X5 barrel-rolling into a field after all! 
The chassis proved so accomplished 
that such an accident immediately 
became inconceivable. 

While this means the X6 never 
had the opportunity to test the 
theory that you could stick a BMW 
badge on a barge and it would still 
sell (subsequently disproved by 
the 5 Series GT?), its showroom 
performance has finally received 
the official car industry mark of 
approval: a rival. Enter the Mercedes 
GLE Coupe, which unfortunately 
turns out not to offer any similar 
handling-based justification for its 
existence. 

GLE is the new name for the 


M-Class, and the GLE Coupe is one of 
those with its rear roofline lopped 
off. Following a comprehensive styling 
makeover, the result - longer, lower 
and wider than the regular GLE - is 
akin to a CLA that’s been repurposed 
as a monster truck, possibly by an 
artier member of the team behind 
Mad Max: Fury Road. 

If you’re thinking two generations 
of X6 will have prepared the general 
public for this kind of mischief, let 
me disabuse you. To travel in a GLE 
Coupe is to leave a sea of perplexity in 
your wake - from bikers to OAPs, the 
expressions say ‘Dude, what are you 
driving?’ Though to be fair, some of 
the shock and awe (let’s be kind and 
call it awe) should be attributed to 
the sound of the AMG versions. 

There are two of these - the full-on 
fire-breathing 430kW GLE63 S biturbo 
V8 and the 270kW GLE450, powered by 
the new ‘AMG Sport’ biturbo V6 that’s 
intended as a sort of Affalterbach 
gateway drug. Both make enough 
outrageously inappropriate noises 


o 

The X6 looks odd but 
drives and handles 
like a sports car. The 
GLE looks odd but 
drives and handles 
like a jelly 


to cause spontaneous 
giggling, and both will be 
comprehensively out-sold 
bytheGLE350d,a190kWV6 
turbodiesel. 

The engines do all the 
necessary with aplomb; 
it’s the chassis that’s 
questionable. Even the 63, loaded with 
active anti-roll technology in addition 
to the range-wide air suspension 
and adaptive damping, struggles 
to control the evident bulk. As you 
pitch and corkscrew through the 
turns, you find yourself fantasising 
about that benchmark Bavarian, not 
to mention the Porsche Cayenne. 
Perhaps Mercedes has calculated 
the target audience cares more 
for a cushy ride on massive wheels 
than maintaining composure while 
escaping to the country. 

Either way, you’d have to really 
love the exterior to overlook the 
tablet-style infotainment screen and 
Dynamic Select controller - a Terrain 
Response knock-off governing on- 
road behaviour - which seem too 
cheap and plasticky to grace the 
interior of a R1million-plus Lifestyle 
Utility Vehicle. The X6 may be ugly, 
but at least it’s got heroic character; 
the GLE Coupe isn’t so much Mad Max 
as Mr Blobby. 

CJ HUBBARD 


o 

Remember that 
break-in at Land 
Rover’s parts 
department where 
they said nothing was 
taken? Just saying... 
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Clere for Men is enriched 
with giycerine to provide 
24 hour skin hydration. 
It contains vitamin E and 
A to keep skin nourished, 
healthy and looking good. 
The range of body lotions 
and cremes is avaiiable 
in two distinctly masculine 
fragrances, Kl and HM, 
for the man who knows 
what he wants. 





RRST DRIVES 


FORD MUSTANG GT CONVERTIBLE! 

Fast ’n Frisky 

Mobile Americana doesn’t come more iconic than a V8 Mustang Convertible. 
Wayne Saffy samples the all-new one ahead of its imminent local debut 




E MAY BE IN a Mustang 
in San Francisco, but this is 
no 5 liiiiff re-enactment. 
There will be no chassis 
bending jumps careening 
down iconically steep streets, and no high- 
revving, tyre-shredding turns across 
oncoming traffic - a deep-seated will-to-live, 
plus omnipresent hlack and white’ Explorers 
take care of that. But there certainly will be 
some McQueen-like posing as we crawl 
through low-rise residential and retail suburbs 
en route to the Golden Gate bridge. 

The ’Stang chosen for this quick 
jaunt is without doubt 
California’s boulevard 
cruising champion, the 5.0 
V8 GT Convertible. 

Probably best 
experienced with the 
top down in sunnier 
LA but this is Frisco 
and there’s a biting 
chill in the air. 

For the most part, the 
ride’s pretty decent until 
we hit the chopped-up 
oft-repaired link between the 
city’s outskirts and the 101 
highway which has the Mustang 
bucking and lurching like its more organic 
namesake. The ride settles down as we cross 
the iconic Golden Gate bridge giving me a 
chance to take in the interior - an eclectic 
blend of heritage cues and Sync 2 touchscreen 
tech. You can’t miss the huge Mustang logo - 
the focus point of an even larger steering wheel 
- and the full-width, ‘metal finish’ facia that 
harks back to when dashboards where actually 
made from the stuff There’s even a row of 


toggles below the 8 -inch display that look the 
part but act as switches rather than toggles. 
Actual build quality seems passable, but the 
sheer number of materials and finishes on 
show is a little overwhelming. Still, sitting low 
in the Mustang, a sense accentuated by the 
high waistline, with bulging bonnet ahead 
surrounded by all this patriotic New 
Americana, you can’t help but feel there’s more 
to the Mustang than the sum of its not 
inconsiderable parts. With 3o8kW and 
^iqNm from a 5.0-litre V8, the sound both at 
idle and full chat is more muted than I expect. 
Even extending it through a tunnel 
fails to fully excite. A frantic 
search for an exhaust flap 
button turns out to be 
fruitless. Sure there’s still 
V8 burble and full bore 
bellow but it’s as if Ford 
has reined in the 
soundtrack to leave 
room for Shelby 
GT350R, Boss, Cobra 
etc. . . or maybe we’re just 
not driving hard enough? 
We turn left onto the 
twisty Shoreline Highway 
and head up into the mountains 
hoping for an empty stretch to test the 
car’s reportedly new-found handling mettle. 

As the first Mustang gifted with an 
independent, multi-link rear set-up, hopes are 
high. Points to take into account: chopping the 
roof compromises torsional rigidity, and this is 
still an almost 1.7-tonne car. Sadly, the road to 
our turnaround point at the Muir Beach 


lookout is infested with overly cautious RVs 
and even slower rentals. The return leg offers 
brief moments of respite where a quick tap on 
the Drive Mode toggle selects Sport+ which 
reduces steering assistance, quickens engine 
and transmission response times and tells the 
ESP to lighten up a little. Flooring the throttle 
proves one thing at least, this GT ain’t slow, 
picking up speed with frankly alarming pace. 
Alarming because of its mass and the fact the 
brakes are still an unknown to me - turns out 
they’re meaty bridles more than up to the task. 
Paddleshifters allow decent manual control of 
the six-speed auto, though truth is we never get 
out of third such is the car’s immense torque, 
the road’s twistiness and the fast-approaching 
rear end of yet another RV. 

Too short for a thorough evaluation, but 
enough to underline that this is US Muscle not 
German Sports. I back off immediately, select 
Normal and let the slush ’box earn its 
nickname while thinking ‘I really need to 
drive this back home’. 

The good news is you and I don’t need to wait 
much longer. Official right-hand- drive 
American muscle cars will soon be a South 
African reality as Ford’s Mustang lands this 
December. Form an orderly queue... Ea 

Ford Mustang GT Convertible 
> Price Not yet > Engine 4951cc V8, 308kW @ 
6500rpnn, 524Nm @ 4250rpm > Transmission 
6-speed automatic, RWD > Suspension MacPherson 
strut front, multi-link rear > Performance 4.8sec 
O-IOOkph, 12.8£/100km 289g C02/km > Kerbweight^ 
1 659kg > On sale Dec 2015 


Iconic looks, V8 muscle, 
boulevard cruising 
appeal - check, check, 
check! But now there’s 
added sophistication, too 
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OWN IT TODAY ON BLU-RAV & DUD 



UNIVERSAL 



9 cars tested, starring Ford Focus, Suzuki Ciaz, Citroen Cl, Opel 
Adam, VW Up, Fiat 500, Volvo XC90, RR Sport & BMW X5 



New engines, new style, new price strateg/: Ford shifts 
focus for its Golf challenge/^ 

*' ‘ 'Words Wayne Batty Photography Pde! Mocke 
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Road test: Ford Focus 1.0 Trend 


I 


s 




WAPPING ESCORT FOR Focus back 
in 1998 represented more than just a 
change of nameplate for Ford. Here was 
a car with class -leading dynamics and 
brave New Edge design both inside and 
out that was finally able to tackle VW’s 
Golfhead-on. 

The latest generation, launched in 
2010, really turned on the charm to 
become a global best seller. Five years on, 
the frenetic pace of change in the car world demands 
more than just a tweaked bumper to retain freshness. 

So Ford’s thrown the kitchen sink at this facelift with 
an all-new engine lineup, sharper exterior style, a 
heavily revised interior and an impressive suite of 
optional driver-assistance features. We test it in 1.0 -litre 
turbo Trend guise. 



In the frame 

Like the facelifted Fiesta before it, this latest Focus 
features a completely reprofiled front end. The redesign 
starts with a new bonnet pressing - note the hint of a 
power bulge - that flows into a more prominent, ► 





Ro^ test: 


high-set grille flanked by sleeker 
headlights. Rectangular foglights replace 
the old car’s ‘bumper pimples’ and now sit 
within larger blacked-out areas that neatly 
ape the headlight shape. New Focus may 
have lost the distinctiveness of the previous 
car’s body-coloured ‘tusks’ that cut the 
lower airdam in three, however, the overall 
look is definitively cleaner and more 
handsome. Sadly, the same cannot be said 
for the uninspiring wheel design options, 
though this is not a Focus-specific gripe. 

Behind the lens 

As before, the doors feel substantial and 
shut with the precision and thud of a 


quality product. Immediately noticeable is 
the reworked centre console that finally 
ditches the ’90s cellphone-style slanted 
buttons of lesser Focii for a more sensible 
layout that makes Ford’s Sync system a 
little easier to operate. Despite this much- 
improved facia. Focus still lags behind its 
touchscreened rivals, especially in terms of 
display screen size (4. 2 -inch) and 
intuitiveness, but then, all of its genuine 
rivals cost far more. 

Other improvements include added 
knickknack storage areas and a new 
16 -button steering wheel design that 
controls the trip info display, cruise control, 
Bluetooth telephony and audio functions. 

What hasn’t been fixed is 
the awkward positioning 
and ‘bruised knuckles’ 
operation of the handbrake 
lever. 

Never mind, the high 
levels of standard 
equipment will ease the 
pain for serial handbrake 
turners: aircon, power 
windows, six-speaker audio 
with Bluetooth, voice 
control, USB port and two 
12-volt power points, the 


full gamut of brake assist functions plus 
stop-start, traction control, hill start and 
six airbags. If that’s not quite enough for 
you. Ford offers a Driver Assistance Pack 
for Rii 940 that includes self-steer reverse 
parking for perpendicular and parallel 
bays, parking sensors front and rear, 
reverse camera, lane keeping and lane 
departure warning, plus auto braking 
below 5okph - great value for so much 
semi-autonomous tech. There’s also a 
Styling Pack (R14810) that adds TFT 
displays, auto lights and wipers, high beam 
control, 17-inch rims and a rear hatch 
spoiler. Ticking both options increases the 
total cost to just R267650. Not bad for a 
fully tricked out Focus when a yykW 1.2 
Trendline Golf costs R273 000 in base trim. 

Cut and thrust 

First introduced in the smaller, lighter 
Fiesta, Ford’s 1.0-litre Ecoboost motor led 
the turbo triple charge in the B segment. 
Multiple world engine of the year winner, 
it now finds itself as the entry-level power 
unit in the C-segment Focus. The outputs 
are just as impressive in this application at 
92kW at 6ooorpm and lyoNm at 
1 400-4 50orpm. But in a car weighing 
1280kg - 189kg more than the Fiesta, the 
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FORD FOCUS 1.0 TREND 



Spot the new steering wheel 
and centre console buttons? 
Of course you did. It’s also 
all-new from the gear lever 
housing back 


Sharp and 
sweet 

As one of the best 
handling- to -ride comfort 
compromises around, 
there really wasn’t a call 
for Ford to sharpen its 
Focus dynamically. Still, 
the official line is that the 
new car has a more 
torsionally rigid front end, 
retuned damping and increased 
lateral stiffness, all aimed at 
tightening steering response. The 
reality is you’d have to drive them back- 
to-back around a race track to notice. 
Essentially, the MacPherson strut front, 
multilink rear hardware is unchanged and 
is clearly capable of handling twice the 
power. This is not the engine to fully 
exploit its sharp and sweet dynamics. 
Buyers will however fully appreciate the 
built-in solidity, safety and relative fun-to- 
drive factor on offer. 


_ little of it is illuminated 


To the point 


effect is not quite as 
convincing. Progress is 
mostly accompanied by 
initially inconsistent power 
delivery - shhh, don’t 
mention turbo lag. 

Climbing any hill worthy of 
the title requires a change 
down to fourth as fifth, and 
especially, sixth gear are 
really long. On the plus side, 
once in full stride, the 
engine is still a gem helping 
the Focus deliver very 
respectable economy and 
performance figures for an 
entry level C -segment 
hatch. We clocked o-iookph 
in a little under 10.5 seconds 
and averaged y.ilitres per 
100km over the entire two- 
week test period. 

With linkages as tight as a 
Greek bank ATM using the 
gearbox is also a pleasure. 

The only spanner in the 
works is that the appreciably 
more punchy i32kW/24oNm, 
1.5-litre turbo model is less 
than Rqok more. 




Price R242900 Engine 
1598CC 4cyl petrol, 77k W @ 
eOOOrpm, 144Nnn (a) 4000rpnn 
Transmission 5-speed 
manual, FWD Stats N/Asec 
O-IOOkph, N/Akph, 6.2^/100km, 
147g/km _ 


OUR CHOICER 


MazdaS an excellent 
car let down by torque-free 16 base 
engine. Costlier Auris competitive in 
most areas but divisive aesthetics 
means we’ll take the Focus 


Price R249100 Engine 
1598CC 4cyl petrol, 97kW @ 
6400rpm, 160Nm @ 4400rpm 
HTransmission 6-speed 
manual, FWD Stats lO.Osec 
O-IOOkph, 200kph, 6.2^/100km, 
145g/km 


MEET THE RIVALS | 

MazdaSTe^ctive^^^^^l 


Toyota Auris 1.6 Xi 


Starting at R240900, 
including a 4-yr/8o 000km 
service plan, the 1.0 -litre 
Focus Trend is a lot of car 
for the money. Ford’s 
unusual strategy of not 
offering a full-spec 
Titanium model keeps the 
initial asking price low but 
gives customers the option 
to add high-value tech 
packs. Clever? Sales 
volumes will tell. 

For us, we’d spend our 
‘option pack money’ on the 
1.5 EcoBoost motor instead. 
Then we’d pester Ford to 
add larger, more attractive 
wheel designs. 

That said, if it’s a quality 
C -segment hatch you’re 
after powered by a down- 
sized three -pot turbo with 
tech such as lane -keeping 
assistance, auto city brake 
and the ability to self-steer 
into a perpendicular 
parking bay, then an all- 
hoxes-ticked Focus 1.0 
EcoBoost Trend is all the 
car you need. E3 



Price (as tested) R240 900 (R253 590) 

Engine 

998cc12v3-cyl turbo 

Transmission Suspension 

Six-speed manual, Mac Pherson strut front, 
front-wheel drive /multi-link rear 


Boot capacity 
Utiiity space 
Kerbweight 


316f 

1215f 

1280kg 


Power & torque 


Power 92kW(a)6000rpm 

Torque 170Nm(a)1400-4500rpm 

Power to weight 71.8kW per tonne 

Brakes & wheels 


Brakes front 
Brakes rear 
Wheeis 
Tyres 


Ventilated discs 
Solid discs 
16-inch alloys 
Michelin 
205/55 Z16 



Performance data 


Acceieration 


0-60kph 

4.77 sec 

0-80kph 

7.11 sec 

O-IOOkph 

10.47 sec 

Overtaking 


60-100kph 

6.24 sec 

80-120kph 

6.91 sec 

Braking 


lOO-Okph 

3.2 sec/42m 

Top speed 

193kph 

Fuel consumption 



Fuei suppiy 

Direct injection 

Ciaimed 


Urban cycle 

6.0f/100km ^ 

Extra-urban cycle 

4.4f/100km I ( 

Combined cycle 

5.0f/100km A 

C02 emissions 

116g/km 1 

Actuai 


Test route 

80km 1 f 

Consumption 

7.2f/100km 

Cruising range 

764km 

Warranty, 

servicing 


TANK 


55 


litres 


Warranty 4-year/120 000km 

Service plan 4-year/80 000km 

Service intervals 20000km 




Suzuki’s Ciaz hopes to steal 
market share from VW’s 
Polo sedan and Toyota’s 
Quest. Does it have what it 
takes? 




S FAR 
BACK as 

1982 Suzuki 
was heavily 
involved in 
India. 



Words Peter Frost 
Photography Seagram Pearce 


Maruti, 
conceptualised 
by the Indian 
government 
in 1970 and tasked with finally ending the 
era of the death-trap Hindustan Oxford, 
could not produce a good enough car to 
satisfy the demanding conditions of the sub- 
continent. So they called for international 
partners and Suzuki came calling. Years of 
productive though sometimes uncomfortable 


partnership followed, until in 2007 a new 
government sold its shares in Maruti to local 
investors and Suzuki became the managing 
shareholder. So Suzuki is no Johnny-come- 
lately to India, battling new challenges in 
production and standards as it gets used to a 
strange land with unusual practices. It s 
been there for decades. 

I relate all this because Suzuki’s latest 
offering in South Africa is a surprisingly 
well put together car, and chances are that if 
you didn’t know the Ciaz was a sub- 
continent product, you’d never realise - the 
fit and finish is most definitely Japanese. 





Plenty of kit 


Suzuki offer two trim levels, both paired 1 
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Road test: Suzuki Ciaz 







Road test: Suzuki Ciaz 
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Best feature of the Ciaz is 
premium interior, hands-down 
best in class, even in base 
model guise 


the 






functions above, and ventilation below. A 
number of high-end manufacturers could 
learn from this simple, effective grouping. 

In terms of size, the Ciaz is bigger than all 
its competitors, most significantly in the 
all-important area of wheelbase, where its 
2 650mm is up there with the likes of the 
industry leading VW Jetta, doing battle in a 
class above. This translates into excellent 
legroom for rear passengers and a cavernous 
boot of 495 litres. Disappointingly though, 
the rear seats do not fold and even the 


with the 1.4-litre naturally 
aspirated engine, as well as a 
4-speed automatic model. We 
tested the 1.4 GL to get a sense 
of the underlying car, and were 
pleasantly surprised at how 
much equipment was standard 
on this base model. Included in 
the long list are electric 
windows and exterior mirrors, 
remote central locking, 
automatic climate-control, a 
very good six-speaker sound 
system with a CD player, 
Bluetooth connectivity, both 
USB and stereo analogue jacks, 
a multifunction steering wheel 
with column mounted satellite 
cellphone functions and an 
alarm with an immobiliser. 
Indeed, we would recommend 
the base model over the GLX, 
with only leather upholstery, fog 
lights and slightly larger 16 -inch 
wheels the major differences. 

Visually, the Ciaz is no Clooney, and the 
best that can be said of it is there is nothing 
offensive in the design. Faint praise, but not 
everyone wants a superstar for everyday 
transport. Inside things are different, with a 
beautifully finished, well laid out cabin that 
has a premium feel to it (the fine chrome 
surround of the CD slot is an example of the 
attention to detail). The centre console is 
especially well designed, a neat two stack 
arrangement with radio and Bluetooth 
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Suzuki Ciaz 1.4 GL 



promising looking ski hatch is only a fold 
down centre armrest for the rear passengers, 
with no access to the boot. Leg, head and 
elbow room are all good, and the rear cabin 
is a particularly pleasant place to be for an 
extended period. 

Dynamics 

Where things get more complicated is in the 
area of dynamics. The little 
1373CC four-cylinder engine 
is neither refined nor 
particularly quiet - a 
roughness is evident across 
the rev range. In fairness it is 
responsive enough, and gets 
the job done in most urban 
situations. But it is nowhere 
near as sweet as the new 
generation of three-cylinder 
units in vogue at the 
moment. News that Suzuki 
are looking at replacing it 
with the company’s new 
direct injection, turbocharged 
1.4 Boosterjet engine is 
welcome. Until then (not 
soon, says Suzuki) it will 
suffice, and the company can 
at least boast that the unit is 
admirably economical; we 
managed just under 
6l/iookm in 500km of mostly 
spirited driving. 

The manual gearbox itself is 
efficient, with a simple, 
typically Japanese action and 
fluid clutch mechanism. 

Unfortunately Suzuki has 


MEET THE RIVALS 


Toyota Corolla Quest 1.6 


Price R183 900 Engine 
1598 cc, 4-cyl petrol, 90kW @ 
OOOOrpm, 154Nnn (a)5200rpm 
Transmission 6-speed 
manual, FWD Stats 10.5sec 
0-100kph,195kph, 6.6^/100km, 
157g/km _ 


Kia Rio 1.2 sedan 


Price R181 995 Engine 
1248 cc, 4-cyl petrol, 65kW (a) 
BOOOrpm, 120Nm @ 4000rpm 
Transmission 5-speed 
manual, FWD Stats 13.1sec 
0-100kph,168kph, 5.4^/100km, 
129g/km ' ' 



loURCHOIC^ 


e Toyota, though 
popular, rules itself out because of its 
older technology. Brilliantly designed 
Rio loses marks for its small engine. 
The Ciaz then is beautifully made, well 
specced, acceptably good to drive 
and wins as the best all-rounder 


chosen not to give the Ciaz a sixth gear, 
understandable given the limited torque 
(i3oNm), but frustrating on the open road 
when i2okph translates to 3ioorpm and 
things get huzzy. Perhaps a longer ratio on 
the existing 5th gear, Suzuki? 

A more serious misfire is the electrically 
assisted rack-and-pinion steering, which 
lacks feel and is curiously ‘sticky’, taking its 
time to respond to inputs. This means, for 
example, it performs badly in cross winds, 
requiring constant adjustments that are 
tiring and disconcerting. 

Doing battle in a 
rejuvenated segment 

Stacked up against its plethora of rivals, Ciaz 
offers an intriguing option in a recently 
rejuvenated three-box sedan market. It is 
large, both inside the passenger cabin and in 
the boot, and acceptably refined in everyday 
use, if not on longer journeys. Most 
significantly though, in this ultra- 
competitive segment, it is well priced for 
such a well-specced car; the R182 500 price 
tag is hard to beat. 

The potential rivals are many, and closer 
examination reveals that Suzuki has done its 
homework. The chief rival will be the 
1.6-litre Toyota Corolla Quest, but it is more 
expensive, features old technology and is not 
as well specced. The base model VW Polo 

sedan 1.4 Trendline is a new 
car, but is Ri4k more 
expensive, and has precious 
little in the way of standard 
features - even a CD player 
is optional. The other 
serious contenders are Kia’s 
Rio, similarly priced but 
with a smaller 1.2-litre 
engine, and the other Asian 
sub-continent contenders, 
Hyundai’s Accent, 
puzzlingly expensive at 
R2i2k, Honda’s Ballade at 
R209k and Nissan’s Almera 
1.5 Acenta, at Ri86k. 

In the final analysis then, 
Ciaz should find a plethora 
of friends keen on its 
roominess, build quality, 
features and easy ‘liveable- 
ness’. Crude steering and 
high gearing are its biggest 
failings, but the positives far 
outweigh the negatives and 
its rivals should be looking 
over their shoulders. 

Indeed, the not-so little 
Suzuki should be on every 
short list, ca 



Price (as tested) R182 500 (R182 500) 


Engine 

1373gc16v 4cyl petrol 



Transmission 

5-speed manual, 
FWD 


Suspension 

MacPherson strut with coil 
beam with 
spring rear 


A 


Boot capacity 4951 
Kerbweight 1010kg 


Power & torque 


Power 70kW@6000rpm 

Torque 130Nm(a) 4000rpm 

Power to weight 68kW per tonne 


Brakes & wheels 


Brakes front 
Brakes rear 
Wheeis 
Tyres 


Ventilated discs 
Drums 
15-inGh steel 
Goodyear 
Assurance Triplemax 
185/65 R15 



Performance data 


Acceieration 

0-60kph 

0-80kph 

O-IOOkph 

Overtaking 

60-100kph 

80-120kph 

Braking 

lOO-Okph 

Top speed 


5.00 sec 
7.36 sec 

11.08 sec 

7.04 sec 
7.97 sec 



3.62 seG/49m 

ITOkph 



Fuel consumption 


Fuei suppiy 

Ciaimed 

Urban cycle 
Extra-urban cycle 
Combined cycle 
C02 emissions 
Actuai 
Test route 
Consumption 
Cruising range 


Multipoint injection 


7.0f/100km 

4.7f/100km 

5.5f/100km 

125g/km 

80km 

5.9f/100km 
780 km 



Warranty, servicing 


Warranty 3-year/100 000km 

Service plan 3-year/60 000km 

Service intervals 15000km 





Rat 500 


Which is the one to have? 

The Pop here is the cheapest 
500 available and we wanted 
to include it as the original 
supertot. The upcoming 2016 
500 will feature exterior 
tweaks such as redesigned 
headlights and new interiors, as 
well as modifications to the engines. 

But the essential 500 character will stay the same, and 
it’s that essence which remains the car’s coup de grace. 


Bargain basement means a iack of styie, right? 

Well, yes. The Pop is the base model and inside is where 
the money has been saved - Pop has no funky dash, no 
contrasting 1950s plastics, no accent detailing. That said 
there’s plenty of quality, a Fiat 500 cornerstone, with 
durable materials for dash, door detailing and wheel. 


Can you invite the iarge-boned cousins? 

Depends. Up front is more than adequate for all but the 
lankiest of occupants, but in the back headroom is 
limited and friends may need to be lovers to pass any 
serious time there. Fiat talks of ‘second skin’, which 
explains things rather eloquently. 


Bargain basement means a iack of styie, right? 

Absolutely not. Happily the new generation 
superminis ooze character as well as Al Gore levels of 
eco-smugness. The Cl is a mix of excellent design 
(those 3D rear lights) and surprising practicality 
(novel interior and huge touchscreen). The double 
decker headlights are also a real head turner. 


Can you invite the iarge-boned cousins? 

Alec Issigonis was the first to master the whole 
inside-larger-than-the-outside thing with the original 
Mini, but Citroen has always been good at packaging 
too. Plenty of room in here, even in the back. The boot 
is another matter - 196 litres is a gym bag and a pork 
pie, but the rear seats fold down to free up 780 
potential litres. 


Citroen Cl 


Which is the one to have? 

We would go with the VTi 82 Feel. 

The Airscape featured here is simply 
too expensive for a supertot. The price 
premium is due to all the kit - full sliding 
roof, digital fireworks, everything that opens and 
closes. Lovely to have but there’s plenty of fun in the 
lower-spec Feel version too. 
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Opel Adam 


Which is the one to have? 

The Move. The base model Take, 
in typical VW fashion, lacks 
even essential features such 
as a CD player and electric 
windows. 


Which is the one to have? 

Without doubt the turbocharged three-cylinder 
1.0-litre Ecoflex motor is the engine to have. We’d 
suggest the Jam rather than the Glam (how annoying 
are those names?) and save yourself R20K. Bigger 215 
tyres are the main difference and the Jam is so 
well kitted it seems silly to reach for the ^ 

flagship. 


Bargain basement means 
a iack of styie, right? 

Not necessarily, although with 
the Up, style is very colour 
dependent. This is a car that looks the 
business in white, accenting the black glass 
surrounds. The red is less successful. The alloys are 
important to the whole effect too; without them 
something of the clean Zen gets lost. Inside VW’s clean 
modernity is appealing, with body colour dash, retro 
seat cushions and single hooded binnacle working to 
create a feeling of trending simplicity. 


Bargain basement means a lack 
of style, right? 

Not here. The whole point of the 
Adam is to offer the kind of fit, 
sophistication and finesse that you’d 
otherwise only find in a bigger, more 
expensive car. Style is right up there 
with the best too. 


Can you invite the large-boned cousins? 



Up streets ahead 
of the Vivo for drive 
and personality 

j 

■ 


■ 







Can you invite the large-boned cousins? 

Definitely. This is the biggest tot here, with a decent 
wheelbase and excellent packaging ensuring a feeling of 
real spaciousness. Boot capacity is a commendable 250 
litres, growing to 951 litres with the back seats down. 


Up front yes, and even aft, though not for long. It’s 
clear the Adam was designed for forward thinking 
couples because the front is a spacious, roomy place to 
be. It’s a neat (and deliberate) trick - ahead all is 
seemingly extra-large (dash, windscreen, even bonnet 
looks substantial). 


CONTINUED.. 
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CONTINUED... 

I Fiat 500 


Citroen Cl 




VOLKSWAGEN UP: : 

> Price R144700 > Engine 995cc.3-cyl, 55kW/95Nnn 

> Gearbox 5-speed manual, front-wheel drive 

> Performance 13.2secs O-IQOkph,, 171kph, 4.7€/100km, . ■ 
1 0Sg/kni CO,2 > Weight 819kg > On saje Now , ' - ; . 


CITROEN Cl VTI 82 AIRSCAPE 

> Price R1 94 900 > Engine 1 199cc 3-cyl, 60kW/116Nm 

> Gearbox 5-speed manual, front-wheefxlrive 

> Performance 11 secs O-IOOkph, 170kph, 4.3£/100km, 99g/km C02 

> Weight 956kg > On sale Now 


- FIAT 500 POP 

> Price Rt79900 > Engine 1 242cc 4-cyl, 51kW/102Nm ‘ _ ' 

> Gearbox 5-speed manuak-front-wheel drive 

. . > Performance 1 2.9secs 0-1 OOkph, 1 60kpltf5.1'£/1 00km, 1 1 9g/km C02 

> Weight 865kg > On sale Now 


Don’t suppose you get many toys for the money? 

In the context of other 500s, no, but by industry 
standards there’s plenty on offer. The new model will get 
the Uconnect infotainment centre and there is Bluetooth, 
aircon, onboard computer, CD, electric front windows, 
lots of safety kit, central locking and remote mirrors. 


Couldn’t pull the skin off a rice pudding? 

The Pop uses the only 4-cylinder in this test and peppy 
though it is, serves to show how quickly technology has 
forged ahead. The three-cylinder cars are easily its 
match with one important exception, smoothness, the 
Pop’s trump card. It’s never going to keep up with the 
Adam turbo, but somehow it feels it doesn’t have to try. 
It’s a very complete experience this, all elements meshing 
together to produce a drive that stays with you long 
after you’ve left the car. 


Easy to iive with? 

Mostly. Suspension is wonderfully compliant, weighting of 
toggle operations is satisfying and ergonomics are 
largely spot on. It’s a tall car too, which helps with 
ingress and exit and the two doors are sizeable. Five 
doors would be better, but again Pop needed to cut costs 
where it could. 

Verdict 

The 500 is no longer the segment leader from a dynamic 
point of view. But its innate charm remains a powerful 
seducer. Roll on the facelifted model. 


Don’t suppose you get many toys for the money? 

You suppose wrong. The infotainment is largely 
dependent on your phone, but the ability to app yourself 
into a blue coma is there. In the Airscape there’s that 
sliding roof, Paul Smith inspired stripy seats and 
accents, a very decent sound system, mag wheels, 
climate control... it goes on. The Feel still gets a multi- 
function steering wheel as well as aircon, Bluetooth, 
central locking and electric windows. 


Couldn’t pull the skin off a rice pudding? 

Quite the opposite. The miracle of the modern three 
cylinder is a joy to behold. Allied to next-to-no-weight, 
the C1 feels like a very capable performer. And it’s not 
just perception - nothing wrong with a 0-100kph time of 
11 seconds. It’s fun revving the lill ’un too, in-gear 
acceleration is satisfying and the strum-strum 
soundtrack will make you smile. 


Easy to live with? 

Indeed. Driving position is excellent, gear change and 
steering are sharp and precise, the ride is sophisticated 
for such a tiny car, visibility is good and the ergonomics 
are decent, despite it being French. 

Verdict 

A very special little Frenchie with more character than 
a barn full of clowns and just as much attitude. It’s great 
fun to drive too and comfortable. Hard not to love. It’s 
those prices that blot the copy book - hold thumbs for a 
cheaper, lower spec model soon. They’re out there... 
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Quick group comparison 


Volkswagen Up 


Opel Adam 


Don’t suppose you get many toys for the money? 

No, not at this price, not from Voikswagen. Cruise 
controi, trip computer, parking sensors and fog iamps 
are aii extra. Even the modern essentiais are extra - 
Biuetooth is oniy to be had via an aftermarket dash- 
mounted pod. A seiection of packages heips to up the 
spec quotient of which the Driver Package is the choice 
with cruise controi/park distance controi and 
muitifunction dispiay. 



Couldn’t pull the skin off a rice pudding? 

The non-turbo three cyiinder puiis weii enough in urban 
environments and is satisfyingiy responsive between the 
iights. There is some degree of vibration that finds its 
way into the cabin - a three-cyiinder issue. It’s no tourer 
though; when the Adam launches for the horizon, the Up 
will only watch. That’s what the extra R50k buys you. 


Easy to live with? 

Eminently. The Up’s real appeal is the way the whole 
package comes together. It is far and away the best built 
car here with a solidity that belies its broodvantjie looks. 
It is also easily the roomiest and is quiet enough to 
warrant its supermini moniker. It’s a well sorted modern 
car for a new era. 


Don’t suppose you get many toys for the money? 

Play ’til your heart’s content. Radio/CD front loader and 
Bluetooth/USB/M P3/AUX input through a smartphone 
compatible 7-inch touchscreen Intellilink infotainment 
system that incorporates Stitcher (which streams 
podcasts and radio shows), Tunein Internet radio, 
BringGo navigation and support for Sir! when an Apple 
iPhone is connected. And that’s just the start. 



Couldn’t pull the skin off a rice pudding? 

What a pleasure. The little turbocharged engine is one of 
the best of the new generation three cylinder units, an 
energiser bunny that keeps on giving. The penalty for this 
kick is twofold - fuel and lag. Expect a highly variable fuel 
bill depending on your driving style. The lag is most 
noticeable off the mark. 


Easy to live with? 

Yes, especially if you value a soft, cosseting ride. The 
Adam pitches in heavy acceleration but stays collected 
in the bends and the steering, gear shift and clutch are 
all a pleasure to live with. Small niggles include a fiddly 
onboard computer (the Opel parts bin stalks require 
much twisting, pushing and pulling). 




Verdict 

The secret is in the drive - the Up makes sense once 
you’ve spent time behind the wheel. A lack of spec is its 
downfall - the modern supermini needs a minimum 
amount of kit and goodies, whatever the base price. 


Verdict 

A clear winner here, as much for character as 
ability. Adam has taken the best of the Mini and 
the 500 and cooked up a car that is all things 
to all men. Buy one. 




OPEL ADAM 1.0T ECOFLEX JAM 

> Price R212000 > Engine 995cc turbo 3-cyl,e5kW/170Nnn 

> Gearbox e-speed manual, front-wheel drive 

> Performance Q.Qeecs OrlOOkph, 196kph, 5.1 £/1 00km, 1.19g/km C02 

> Weight 1156kg > On sale Now . * 
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Giant Test: Volvo XC90 vs rivals 




I F EVERYTHING REALLY is all in the details, I 

rather like that Volvo elected to name the new XC9o’s 
daytime running light signature ‘Thor’s Hammer’. It 
is but one instance of the sheer attention to minutiae 
that has clearly been lavished on this very modern 
interpretation of the SUV. 

The stakes are particularly high because new XC90 
is not only the follow-up to an SUV so well received it 
was still selling strongly when death finally 
reconfigured the production line 12 years after its 
original launch, but also quite literally the 
embodiment of new Volvo, the first fruit of the firm’s 
own Chinese-backed labours since being freed from 
the chattels of Ford. That handsome face, punctuated 
by an illuminated double -homage to a divine smack-down 
tool and a more prominent version of the ‘iron mark’ logo, 
will soon be appearing across an entirely new range of 
Volvos, all based on the brand spanking Scalable Product 
Architecture (SPA) that debuts beneath the XC9o’s steely 
visage. This every-which-way-resizable platform is the 
major output of an $iihn investment programme, and 
comes packaged with stellar safety equipment and an 
interior rethink centred around a tablet-like touchscreen 
infotainment unit. In isolation, the new XC90 felt pretty 
hopeful; can the likely best-selling D5 turbodiesel engine 
bring the hammer down on a pair of key rivals? 

Those rivals are the BMW X5 xDrive 3od and the Range 
Rover Sport SDV6 - chosen partly because they can both 
match the XCqo’s seven-seater accommodation (albeit via 
the options list), and partly because they both set 
standards for quality, lavishness and driving engagement 
that are at any given moment in danger of being labelled 
as benchmarks. Distinct image associations, too. With big 
talk of uniquely Scandinavian design heritage, ‘true 
driving pleasure’ and ‘handcrafted’ finishing touches - not 
to mention cranking up the price - Volvo isn’t shying away 
from this kind of confrontation. That the 
previous XC90 was closely associated 
with yummy mummies on the public- 
school run provides a refreshing 
counterpoint to the overtly macho 
posturing typically allied with the other 
two, and if anything the broad strokes of 
the new XCqo’s exterior speak even more 
of a machine optimised for the safe 
urban transit of precious junior cargo. It 
certainly doesn’t look as if it’s about to go 
crashing about in the countryside. 
Owners won’t. And we aren’t. 

Instead we’re following a route that will 
take us out onto fast dual-carriageways 
and along narrow, winding rural roads, 
having already covered freeways to get 
here. The closest we’ll come to a dirt road 
is a gravel-topped scenic parking spot, 
judging this about as far off-road as most 
buyers will ever take these monsters. The 
ability to comfortably and confidently 
negotiate a shopping mall parking lot choked with 
somnambulant shoppers and errant delivery drivers is a 
better test of this type of mettle (or metal) these days, for 
this has become their reality. Besides, if you do want to go 
crushing nature, the verdict is simple: buy the Range 
Rover Sport. Neither rival offers any pretence of such 


aptitude; being loaded to the gunwales with super- 
articulating axles and off-road electronics is one of the 
reasons the Range Sport is much more expensive. 

All three will look perfectly at home parked outside the 
local golf club. But the BMW is easily the least... obvious. 
As with the Sport, this example is propelled by a 3.0 -litre 
turbodiesel, and with iqokW is the second most powerful 
vehicle in the test. Even with the body addenda included 
with the increasingly default M Sport trim level it seems 
somehow demur - despite being higger in every 
dimension than its squat and muscular predecessor it 
appears much less arrogant and self-aggrandising. It’s 
almost as if this 4x4 is trying to apologise for itself; the 
iqin alloys look undersized, and it has by far the most 
discernible and technical aerodynamic elements. You can 
see daylight through both sides of the front wheelarches, 
as the engineers have sought to create Air Cushions and 
use Air Breathers (the vents behind the front wheels) to 
minimise its physical disruption of the environment. It’s 
at once dull and highly considered, with little to draw you 
in after a cursory glance, a theme that continues on the 
inside with an interior so typically BMW you lose interest 
almost as soon as you’ve registered it. Amazing that a car 
this large can be trying so hard not to be noticed. 

Attempted invisibility is not an accusation anyone is 
likely to aim at the Range Rover Sport. Representing the 
breed on this occasion is the SDV6 HSE, which means it 
has the smallest engine currently on offer - a 3.0 -litre V6 
turbodiesel, nevertheless 50% greater in capacity than 
anything available in the Volvo. This trim takes the 
necessary stockpile of funds even further from the other 
two, however, making the less powerful i83kW TDV6 
version look quite attractive at RqSSk. That our car also 
looks as if it’s been specced by someone with ‘seek 
counselling’-grade Columbian pharmaceutical 
distribution fantasies does little to alleviate the sensation 
that you’re driving something many people despise. You’re 
immediately the villain in one of these. 

It’s lucky the windows are tinted, not least because it’s 
more difficult for animal rights protestors to see the 
crimes against bovinity inside. Stirring though it is to 
climb up - noticeably more so than in the others - into a ► 


KEY TECH; BMWX5 

Man/machine interface 

That BMW still doesn’t 
offer a touchscreen 
(and won’t until 
the new 7 Series) 
seems wildly 
anachronistic, yet 
IDrive is now so 
easy to use you 
never miss it -just 
twirl, nudge and click 
the rotary controller 
without even glancing 
down. The numbered buttons 
above this on the centre stack aren’t just for 
radio stations, they can be programmed with 
in-car instructions, including nav destinations, 
while a simple rocker switch accesses the 
different drive modes (from EcoPro to 
Sport-i-). But it’s the R15400 full-colour head-up 
display that really steals the show. Together: 
what a combo! 
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Giant Test: Volvo XC90 vs rivals 


KEY TECH: XC90 

Safe as... Volvos 

"A 



Volvo’s obsession with safety reaches 
new heights in the XC90. Not only will it 
spot pedestrians and cyclists, it displays 
speed limits so prominently it’s surely only 
a matter of time before it starts issuing 
its own Traffic Violation Notices. Two new 
systems also feature: a ‘run-off road 
protection package’ and ‘intersection auto 
brake’. The former detects if you’ve left 
the tarmac and are about to plummet into 
the scenery, tightening the belts. The latter 
applies the brakes if it thinks you’re about 
to pull out in front of on-coming traffic. 


cabin so swathed in leather you can’t help thinking of 
steak dinners, this is a type of luxury that feels rather old- 
school to me. There’s no doubting the base quality: the real 
metal is cool to the touch, the hide soft and inviting, and 
there’s an impressively befuddling array of Terrain 

Response options to choose from. 
Yet the more everyday technology 
is outmoded and under-thought. 
The central touchscreen is the 
smallest on test, has a cluttered 
homescreen, features the world’s 
ugliest mapping software and is 
angled to such an unfortunate 
degree that unshading the optional 
panoramic glass roof renders it 
unusable on sunny days due to the 
glare. The equally optional multi- 
view external camera system is also 
exciting in principle, but the optical 
hardware is in desperate need of an 
upgrade - the clarity and resolution 
of the X5’s (equally optional} 
reversing camera makes the R R 
Sport’s system seem as sharp as 
recordings of the moon landings. 

No doubt the country club 
ambience of the Range Rover Sport 
has plenty of appeal to plenty of 
punters, but the Volvo still throws 
it into relief Inside this XC90 all is light and airy, with a 
colour palette dominated by blonde wood veneers and 
ever-paler shades of grey, oh so much space, and the sleek 
i2.3in portrait-format touchscreen interface sitting almost 
entirely alone in the middle of the dashboard. There is no 
cleaner interior design this side of a Tesla, and you 
approach the XC90 eager to find out if a mainstream 
manufacturer can possibly have grasped such a 


contemporary, minimalist concept with anywhere near 
the same degree of success. Esteemed TopCar contributor, 
Gavin Green, has described the XC9o’s cabin as the finest 
this side of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley. 

I’m not so convinced. Perhaps it’s because this car is in 
entry-level Momentum rather than highfalutin 
Inscription specification, but there’s almost immediately a 
sense that the quality goes little deeper than those fancy 
veneers. The ‘diamond- cut’ control knobs for the stereo 
volume and the starter switch seem a touch flimsy in this 
company, and while the reaction to reduce the number of 
buttons is highly commendable (the pre-SPA generation 
of Volvos surely used up the firm’s quota for this century 
anyway), demoting almost every interior function to 
touchscreen remains a contentious decision. Adjusting the 
climate control, for example, has been thoroughly 
considered - you rarely need more than one stab at the 
relevant screen real estate - but still requires your eyes to 
linger longer away from the road than traditional 
solutions. Other elements of the interface suggest the 
engineers didn’t quite know what to do with the system 
once they’d come up with it. The digital ‘buttons’ are big 
and clear, and you can swipe and pinch and scroll very 
easily, yet you can’t always get to the information you’re 
after. With a screen this large and an interface this clever, 
why doesn’t there seem to be an obvious way to display the 
‘now playing’ information from the digital radio, for 
instance? In daily use, unresolved details like this become 
disproportionately irritating; to be fair, the Range Rover 
doesn’t do a great job of this sort of thing either. 

Irritating is also an appropriate word for the Volvo’s ride. 
This is the first new XC90 that we’ve driven on the 
standard steel-sprung suspension - all-round 
electronically controlled air suspension is an option - and 
it’s fidgety and thumpy in a manner that again suggests a 
lack of true depth beneath the shiny surface. It doesn’t 
thunk into potholes so much as twang, and although the 



4 Optional multi- 
view external 
camera system 
a bit gimmicky 
but reassuring 
with these bus- 
like proportions 
to manoeuvre 


V SmaM|t shre]^^hi^,e’^ 
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^nny you can’t read 
anything on screen due 


panoramic glass roof 


Somewhere in the world 
there’s an empty field that 
used to be full of brown 
cows. Seats, and materials 
in general, are imperious 
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initial turn-in is keen, the resulting body roll doesn’t quite 
keep up that opening promise. Still, the light steering 
seems to suit the new-age character of the rest of the car, 
and it doesn’t want for actual accuracy. Widest of the 
three, the XC90 is effortlessly positioned, doesn’t making 
you nervous when facing on-coming country lane traffic, 
and - aside from the ride - excels around town. As the 
least heavy (lightest’ seems inapt for a two-tonne 
behemoth) it delivers determined progress via its iGskW, 
but you do miss the laid-back muscle of the bigger-lunged 


BMW and Range Sport. And occasionally curse the lack 
of standard-fit paddleshifters. 

Where the Volvo - and exceptionally the BMW - will do 
the magic trick of shrinking around you, the Range Rover 
Sport never feels anything less than flinch-inducingly 
enormous. Despite that larger engine, the seriously clever 
chassis tech and standard air suspension which provides 
an extremely assured ride (if not a flawless one, given the 
optional 22s), it is strangely ponderous in many 
circumstances. The long-travel throttle pedal demands a ► 



^ Nav maps fail 
to maximise 
potential of 
big screen. But 
its presence 
makes cabin 
feel button- 
free 
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^ Adaptive M 
suspension: 
continuously 
variable 
dampers and 
self-levelling air 
springs. Press 
the up arrow 


Dark matter 


It may.,f)r®sdarker than 
a Scri#a'f’zwald glade 
but BMW cabins are ^ 
built for the job pf \ 
driving. Tactile wheel, ' 
slick gear paddles and 
super seats gel like the 
Bayern midfield 












Volvo XC90 vs rivals I 



Giant Test: 


KEY TECH: RANGE SPORT 

Let’s off-road! 



If you want to go off-roading you want the 
Range Rover. 260nnm front and 272mm 
rear wheel travel - easily best in class - 
deliver 546mm of total wheel articulation. 
Standard air suspension now offers 
ground clearance of up to 278mm (up 
51mm) and a 185mm range of adjustment. 
With torque vectoring and an active rear 
locking diff it’s impressive on the way to 
the swamp, not Just wading through it (up 
to depths of 850mm). 


determined prod when pulling 
away from standstill that somehow 
defies finesse, and being seated so 
obviously higher than in the others 
only conspires to make you overly 
conscious of its width and more 
prone to rolling sensations 
- though in fact the body control is 
very good, as is the fluidity of the 
steering. There’s also no denying 
how safe and secure you feel, 
lording it over everybody. Which, 
given the Range Rover is way 
behind the others in terms of active 
safety aids, is perhaps ironic; you’ll 
be doing your own pedestrian 
detection here. So what of the X5? 

It has none of the others’ visual 
flash inside or out, subconsciously 
dismissing it into third place until 
you finally get in and start using it. 
The engine is the sweetest of the lot with the assistance of 
BMW’s Sport variant of the eight-speed ZF gearbox, a 
version of which is also fitted in the Range (the Volvo uses 
an Aisin Warner ’box). BMW makes the gearbox work 
that bit better, the snappier paddle-actuated downchanges 
a case in point, especially when you’re weapons hot on 
approach to a roundabout. The X5 isn’t as instantly keen 
to change direction as the XC90 but is much more 
convincing once you’re committed to the turn. Neither 
competitor can match the poise of the M Sport trim’s 
standard Adaptive M suspension, which combines 
continuously variable damping with self-levelling air 
springs at the rear. The resulting ride in Normal isn’t so 
much firm as authoritative, the subframes seemingly 
superbly isolated from the body structure; it never irritates 


in the manner of the Volvo because it’s ace in the corners 

- the Sport settings only extend this agility. Wind it up, 
and this 2040kg heavyweight flies. 

There’s more to the X5 than driving, though. The interior 
may be the most predictable and least ocularly arresting, 
but my goodness it works well. The highly evolved iDrive 
and the user-configurable buttons on the centre console are 
reason enough for enduring long-term satisfaction; the first 
time you see detailed lane-guidance navigation appear in 
the vast head-up display you’ll know it’s love. Okay, the 
HUD is a R15400 option, but the latest iteration’s ability to 
project telephone contact lists and infotainment data 
directly into your field of view tells you BMW’s got the 
whole human/machine interface immensely sussed. What’s 
more, available safety kit isn’t far off Volvo levels - beyond it 
when it comes to Night Vision technology. The X5 also 
retains a split tailgate, making it the only contender to give 
you somewhere to sit while watching polo. 

In the end, each of these SUVs could justify top billing, 
and any one might prove the perfect solution for your 
particular circumstances. The new XC90 is smart, 
clean-cut and ultra-modern - and while neither rival is 
short on interior space, it’s the Volvo that’s truly 
cavernous, up to and including the standard third-row 
seating designed for 1.7m tall adults, not just children. 
We’d definitely opt for the full air suspension though if 
cornering poise rates highly on your list of SUV must- 
haves. The Range Rover Sport has the image, and the 
pizazz, and the astonishing multi-terrain proficiency 

- and you will never feel short-changed by its 
appropriately weighty showroom value. In this company, 
the BMW is the least outright desirable, but with the 
brilliant user-friendliness of its cockpit, and the fantastic 
togetherness of its driving experience, it doesn’t half sneak 
up on you. It might not be cool, but as the most complete 
package the X5 just takes the overall honours. E 3 



With a fresh look and acres 
of space inside, the XC90 
comes close. A winner on the 
optional air springs 


More desirable than the 
others, but only the less- 
powerful, base model gets 
anywhere near on price 


Like Novak Djokovic, the 
German football team and 
the Porsche 911, the X5 looks 
vulnerable to new rivals, 
then goes and beats them all 
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Volvo XC90D5AWD 
Momentum 


BMWX5xDrive30d 
M Sport 


Range Rover Sport 
HSE SDV6 


Price|R853200 


Price I R974 494 


Price I R1 366 031 
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Width 2008 


Transmission 

8-speed 
automatic, 4wd 


Engine 1969GG 
16v 4-Gyl 
turbodiesel 


Suspension 

Double wishbone 
front, integral 
axle with 
transverse leaf 


Made of steel 



Transmission 

8-speed 
automatic, 4wd 


Engine 2 993gc 
24v 6-Gyl 
turbodiesel 


Suspension 

Double track 
control arm front, 
self-levelling air 
springs rear 


Made of steel 



Transmission 

8-speed 
automatic, 4wd 


Engine 2 993gg 
24vV6 
turbodiesel 


Suspension 

SLA with twin 
lower links front, 
integral link rear, 
air springs 


Length 4850 


Made of aluminium 


Power Sl torque 


We say: Four-pot Volvo predictably out- 
gunned by opposition 3.0-litre sixes 



165kW(a)4250rpm 
470Nm (a) 1750-2500rpm 



190kW (a) 4000rpm 
560Nm (a) 1500-3000rpm 


215kW@1500rpm 
600Nm (a) 4000rpm 


Weight 


Power-to-weight 


We say: SPA platform Volvo lightest; aluminium 
Range Sport heaviest 


We say: Range Sport monsters the others. 
Hulk smash, etc 



0-100kph 


We say: Two 

tonnes plus yet 
all are at least 
I.Osec faster to 
lOOkph than a 
MkIGolfGTI 
Volvo 7.8sec 
BMW 6.8sec 
Range Rover 
7.2sec 



Top speed 

We say: Aerodynamics 1, SUVs 0 - not 
even all that extra power makes a dent 


Official &, test economy 

We say: Volvo proves least thirsty, but 
Range Sport is closest to official figure 


Volvo BMW 



220kph 230kph 



Range Rover 


Rover 

TEST 

11.1 

OFFICIAL 


222kph 


Fuel tank 


Range 


C02 


We say: More powerful 
versions of the Range Sport pack in 
105 litres 





We say: Based on our real-world test, X5 goes 
up to 170km further between fill-ups 

Volvo: 747km 
BMW: 867km 
Range 


We say: You’ll pay R6156 more in emissions 
tax for the Range Sport than the XC90 
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600kW Vulcan, then Aston boss Andy Palmer reveals his thrilling masterpian... 
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Aston CEO Andy 
Palmer: ‘Aston 
has been bankrupt 
seven times, and 
got lucky seven 
times’ 


F THE HANDBOOK for the new Aston 
Martin Vulcan contains running-in instructions, 
I don’t think Darren Turner has read them. This 
6ookW-plus horsepower, £i.8m (Rssm) hypercar 
is just two days old. It was finished at 3am on 
Wednesday and briefly shaken down at 
Turweston aerodrome later that day (T’ve only 
really driven it in a straight line before,’ says 
Turner) before being trucked to the Goodwood 
Festival of Speed to make its rolling public debut. This is 
the first prototype, but it has already been sold to a Swiss 
collector who also has the prototype One-77 and is sitting 
trackside, watching what we’re about to do to his car. 

The marshals wave us off and the Aston factory Le Mans 
driver gives it full gas, the cold slicks instantly spinning up 
and sending the hand-made, 7.0 -litre racing V12 - the 
most powerful naturally aspirated engine Aston Martin 
has ever made - into its 740orpm rev limiter with a 
percussive roar which cleverly stays just this side of 
painful. YouTube later tells me that there’s a dense white 
cloud of smoke coming from the Vulcan’s rears and long 
licks of flame from the side-pipes, but I can’t see them. 
There are wing mirrors, but my eyes are locked on the 
tree-canopied stretch of driveway ahead of us, and the 
first right-hander which we are now approaching at 
alarming speed. 

Despite breaking traction the Vulcan feels genuinely, 
frighteningly quick: similar to the Bugatti Veyron in that 
you worry it might be more than your constitution can 
handle. You feel the blood being 
forced from your feet back up into 
your torso, leaving your thighs 
oddly tingly as they empty. But 
unlike the Veyron, this is an 
analogue car. Turner shares with 
other really good professional 
racing drivers the appearance of 
doing almost nothing to control 
it. He just sits there, quite still, his 
slight frame looking like no 
match for the Vulcan. Yet his 
mental traction control is firing 
off a thousand instructions per 
second to his hands and right foot 
for the almost imperceptible 
movements which keep this 
irreplaceable car from spearing 

off into the hay bales. 

I’m lucky. This is the first time that anyone outside Aston 
Martin has experienced a Vulcan. Few ever will. Just 24 
will be made for track use only, although Aston might be 
able to modify one for you for road use - they’ve had 
serious enquiries - and privately they expect some to be 
used on the road in countries where the owner also owns 
the road. Many cars make their first public appearance at 
Goodwood now, but for most of the crowd their first sight 
of a Vulcan will also be their last. Later, after the track has 
closed, we park the Vulcan on the start line for our shoot. 
Taxis and dump-trucks and double-decker buses leaving 
the Festival squeeze past its very expensive carbon flanks, 
possibly the only time it will share road space with 
humdrum traffic. 

An Aston Rapide arrives bearing Aston’s CEO Andy 
Palmer, along with design chief Marek Reichman and one 



of Aston’s shareholders. Even Palmer and Reichman, who 
both race, haven’t ridden in the Vulcan yet. Palmer gets 
into the driver’s seat next to me. He leans forward around 
the exaggerated wing of the seat, fixes me with a cheeky, 
enthusiastic grin, and shows that he’s thinking exactly 
what you hope he would when seated at the wheel of a 
6ookW car, looking up a hillclimb. ‘Let’s just take it for a 
bloody drive, shall we?’ 

You would like Palmer. Unlike many CEOs he is affable, 
approachable and mostly manages to hide the steel that 
got him almost to the top at Nissan, having started as a 16 
year-old apprentice. 

‘When I was 20 years old my determination was to run a 
car company,’ he tells me later. ‘I had convinced myself 
that I’d done that by being head of Infiniti and head of 
product development at Nissan. But I was kidding myself, 
and I was never going to be CEO of Nissan or Renault. 

‘And then the Aston offer came along. I tried to do the 
rational thing. I remember sitting at my desk and writing 
down all the pros and cons. But then I thought, “what the 
bloody hell am I doing? I have the chance to run a car 
company based five miles from where I went to school. 

Isn’t it bloody obvious?”’ 

Palmer officially joined Aston Martin on 1 October last 
year and has been enjoying himself He started the week 
of Goodwood at the Niirburgring, before hanging out 
with Serena Williams, an unpaid Aston fan, then flying to 
Cannes to sign a global advertising deal. At Goodwood he 
has been busy smoking the Lagonda mostly sideways up 
the hill with a succession of wide-eyed journalists aboard, 
and being buttonholed by Aston Martin fans and owners. 

‘I do get jumped on,’ he says. ‘But I think that the CEO 
should be the most accessible person in an organisation, 
not the least.’ 

He also enjoys his new-found freedom from the PR 
constraints of a big Japanese corporation, and uses it to 
leave you in no doubt about the scale and seriousness of 
his task at Aston. 

‘If this plan works, it will be a transformation far greater 
than that which the DB9 and Vantage brought in the 
2000s,’ he says. ‘They were phenomenal cars and they 
transformed our sales, but they didn’t transform Aston 
into a viable company. It is not normal for a car company 
to be unable to fund the replacements for its core products, 
and we currently can’t.’ 

This lack of development cash is why we criticise Aston 
for a model range that feels long in the tooth and too 
closely related. ‘It’s a downward spiral, and you’ve got to 
break out of it. Your sales will drop. Soon you can’t even 
meet your fixed costs, which for an Aston Martin are 
extraordinarily high. Nobody will bankroll a car company ► 


‘What would you 
rather have, a 
bankrupt Aston 
Martin or a 
crossover in the 
range?’ 
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Feature: Aston’s masterplan 
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Feature: Aston’s masterplan 



You get your full 
R35m worth of 
drama inside 
here, even with 
the battery hastiiy 
stashed in the 
passenger footweii 


And just for 
a minute you 
find yourseif 
wondering: 
‘Wiii that wing 
fit between the 
bridge piiiars?’ 


forever. Aston Martin has 
been bankrupt seven 
times, and got lucky seven 
times. What if we don’t get 
lucky an eighth time? 
What if we go into 
receivership and become 
one of those lost British 
brands? I don’t want to be 
the CEO of that company.’ 

So, Palmer’s plan: 
reduced to its essentials, it 
goes like this. The first bit 
has been done: raising the 
cash from shareholders to 
fund the new models 
which Aston can’t currently finance itself, and which will 
finally give it the volumes it needs to be self-sustaining. 
The sports cars will all be replaced, and one more added, 
starting with the DBii which will appear at Geneva next 
year. There will be a new Vantage by 2018, and a new 
Vanquish after that. Could the fourth sports car be a mid- 
engined hypercar like the DPioo concept? Possibly, but it’s 
a long way off All new Astons will have Mercedes 
electrical architecture, giving it a fast, cost-effective, world- 
class solution in an area in which it currently lags behind 
its rivals, and which will become more important in the 
era of connected cars. Mercedes will also supply Aston’s 
V8s, which will now be turbocharged. The new V12 will 
still be built by Aston at its facility inside Ford’s Cologne 
engine plant, but it will also be turbocharged and will be 
introduced first in the DBii. 

And there will be more differentiation. T want them all 
to look like Aston Martins. But I also want my 76 year-old 
mum to be able to tell at a glance the difference between a 
Vantage, a DB and a Vanquish.’ The sports cars will be 
capped at 7000 cars each year, the same number that 
Ferrari thinks is right to maintain exclusivity. It also 
happens to be the effective production capacity of Gaydon 


if working two shifts. 

But that’s still not enough to pay the bills. So here come 
the two really difficult, controversial tasks. First, Palmer 
has to add two new model types to the Aston line-up. A 
successor to the utterly stunning Fagonda saloon, which is 
based on the current VH architecture and capped at 200 
units, won’t be a problem. But a crossover based on the 
DBX concept might be a harder sell. And there will be one 
final new model which is currently just a proposal and 
won’t be seen for five years, if at all. 

We’re not giving Palmer a pass here, but you just can’t 
argue with the sales and industrial logic of making a 
crossover. There is no other option. The total global 
market for exotic two -door sports cars is too small to allow 
Aston to grow to the scale it requires. But SUV and 
crossover sales are booming. Every other major luxury car 
maker is making an SUV, har Ferrari but including Rolls- 
Royce. They’re doing it not only to grab a slice of this new 
super-premium SUV market, but also to offset the likely 
coming decline in their big, standard, luxury saloons. 

Does Palmer get bored of people telling him that Aston 
should somehow be immune to all of this? 

T get it a lot. The simple point is, what would you rather 
have: a bankrupt Aston Martin, or a crossover in the 
range? It’s as simple as that. There are actually a whole 
bunch of customers around the world who would love an 
Aston crossover. If you’re a purist, see it as the moneybox 
that lets us do the next Vulcan. But it’s more fundamental 
than that. It will enable this company to survive. If it does, 
I can live with the comments on Twitter.’ 

With a full, seven-car line-up. Palmer wants Aston to 
build 15 000 cars each year by 2021. That won’t happen at 
Gaydon. The most likely overseas location for Aston’s 
second plant is the United States, from where it would be 
cheaper to ship cars to China. Those two markets together 
will dwarf all others in their appetite for the crossover. 
With all this happening, the Vulcan suddenly makes 
sense. I had wondered how relevant you might find a 
hyper-expensive, track-only car to be made in tiny 
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With just 24 being built and a pricetag of R35ni you could be 
forgiven for thinking the Vulcan is a glorious irrelevance. But 
the styling previews the next Vantage 


AS WE LEANED on the Vulcan’s wing 
at the top of the Goodwood hillclimb, I 
asked Darren Turner where we should 
visualise this gentleman’s track-day 
special on a scale that runs from 
Aston’s road cars at one end, to his 
class-winning Vantage GTE Le Mans 
racer at the other. ‘Honestly, it’s not 
between them. It’s way beyond the 
racing car. It has so much more power, 
it’s only around 40 or 50kg heavier and 
it has an aero package completely 
unconstrained by regulations. That 
and the big slick tyres mean that 
even someone who is used to driving 
a serious, road-going supercar on 
track is going to find the Vulcan’s 
performance very surprising.’ 

The Vulcan’s specifications, if you 
missed them: a carbon tub derived 
from that of the One-77, with carbon 
panels; a 7.0-litre V12 from Aston 
Martin Racing making over GOOkW; a 
six-speed sequential transaxle; a full 
aero package, slicks, no number plate 
and the world’s cheapest-looking 
rear-view mirror. Oh, and air-jacks, 
which are so cool they’re worth the 
money alone. Just 24 will be made. 

Turner can’t tell me much about how 
it drives, because nobody has driven it 
much. Before he took me up the hill in 
it, this first prototype had only done 


about 40km with Turner on its first 
shakedown Just two days before. He 
will be responsible for setting the cars 
up, and coaching the drivers. 

He discovered more about it during 
our run, including the fact that the 
V12 will both pull away and light up 
the rears in third. ‘It feels almost 
completely dialled-in already,’ he says. 
‘When you turn in, the rear wants to 
keep up with the front and it stays 
completely stable under braking.’ 

From the passenger seat the Vulcan 
feels ridiculously fast, but also oddly 
refined for a car with a side-exiting 
race exhaust and push-rod racing 
suspension that doesn’t need to aiiow 
for potholes and speed bumps. It 
develops a big, hard 
yowl as it hits its 
7400rpm limiter (we did 
that a lot) but it’s never 
painful: it corners 
race-car flat but the 
ride isn’t crashy or 
Jarring. Turner and 
his colleagues get 
paid to sit in harsh 
racing cars and they 
and their empioyers 
don’t mind if they’re 
spent at the end of a 
stint. Vulcan drivers 


will want to park it in the pit lane, 
have a shower, and go for a night out. 
‘We’re not looking for that last nth of 
performance, as with a racing car,’ 
says Turner. ‘It has to be driveable, 
and to give owners the confidence 
to push.’ 

At least ten buyers have already 
signed for a Vulcan: several during 
the Festival of Speed, and one for two 
cars. They might all be sold by the 
time you read this. If a seven-figure 
supercar you’ll never see leaves 
you a little cold, keep in mind that 
it previews the styling of the next 
Vantage, due in 2018, and that this will 
be the last new naturally aspirated 
model Aston launches. Six hundred 
kilowatts. Whait a way to go. 


‘Even those used to 
driving a supercar 
on track wiii find 
the performance 
surprising’ 


THE 

VULCAN 
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Feature: Aston’s masterplan 




THE 1 
rANTAGE 
GT12 1 


Ten years on, Vantage 
saves its rawest, hardest 
act ’til last 

THE ASTON MARTIN Vantage GT12 also 
made an appearance at Goodwood, even 
though all 100 have already been sold. 

It’s tempting to think of the GT12 as a last 
hurrah for the decade-old Vantage, the car 
that kept Aston alive through the financial 
crisis. It’s certainly hard to see how Aston 
can improve on the 441kW of its 6.0-litre 
V12 without cramming the Vulcan’s 7.0-litre 
under the vented bonnet. And after an 
automotive 5:2 diet of lightweight materials 
the GT12’s handling ought to get close to 
the Vantage race cars it’s based on. The 
name was due to match the racer’s too - 
GT3 - but Porsche’s lawyers cleared their 
throats at the car’s Geneva launch. The new 
GT12 name just draws attention to the 911 
GT3’s serious cylinder deficiency. But like 
an elderly Greek, the Vantage will have to 
keep working well past retirement age while 
Aston sorts its finances out. Although this 
may be its high point, we expect the Vantage 
to have to toil on until 2018 with the help of 
an interior upgrade and at least one more 
limited edition. 


numbers. I wondered if it might be a distraction 
from the serious business of rebuilding Aston’s 
core models, and its finances. But then I saw the 
way the Goodwood crowds reacted to it when 
Turner and I trundled more gently back down 
the hill: shouts, waves, photos and open- 
mouthed astonishment, even among some 
pretty astonishing company. If Palmer is going 
to broaden Aston Martin he needs to deepen it 
too, and give the purists cars like this which 
maintain the final part of Aston’s mantra of 
power, beauty, soul. 

‘Every year, we’ll do two special cars,’ he says. 
‘This year it’s Vulcan and GTii; next year there 
will be two more. They’re not a distraction: 
they’re strategic, not tactical. They’ll become the 
provenance cars of the future. With a run of only 
24, you can imagine what a Vulcan might be 
worth in the future.’ 

Or what Aston Martin might be worth to the 
patient shareholders who are underwriting all of 
this, should Palmer finally make the company 
consistently and sufficiently profitable. ‘If I can 
do what I’ve told the shareholders I can do, and 
put this company on a stable footing and with a 
momentum that will just grow. I’ll have written a 
little bit of automotive history’ C3 


- A 


James Bond one minute, 
the Chinese crossover 
market the next. Aston’s 
busy on ali fronts 

‘WE’RE LIKE the hottest kitchen on the 
planet at the minute,’ Aston Martin’s chief 
creative officer Marek Reichman said of 
his design studio when I went there exactly 
a year ago. ‘I’m the chef who keeps saying, 
“yeah, more of that, more of this, this 
tastes brilliant, but we need another one”. 
To the outside world, it’s quite calm. But the 
kitchen is going, believe me.’ 

We believed him. 

And now he has 
proved it. In addition 
to the Lagonda, 
which was already 
signed off by then, 

Marek and his 
team have since 
completed James 
Bond’s bespoke DB10 
(above left) which 
hints at the DB9 
replacement coming 
next year, and the 
Vulcan and the DBX 
(above right), which 


were both unveiled at this year’s Geneva 
motor show. 

Of these, the DBX is easily the most 
significant. It will be Aston Martin’s first 
crossover and probably its biggest seller, 
a car central to CEO Andy Palmer’s plan 
to give Aston the scale it needs to be 
sustainable and consistently profitable. 

The in-wheel motors of the concept arejust 
handwavium: there may be a hybrid Aston 
drivetrain by the time the production DBX 
arrives around 2019, but the core engine is 
likely to be Mercedes’ twin-turbo 4.0-litre 
V8, which sneaks under a current tax 
threshold in China, the DBX’s likely biggest 
market. A year ago, 
Marek hinted to me that 
flying cantrails might 
be a feature of future 
Astons: and there 
they are on the DBX. 

But forget the two- 
door styling -that’s 
there to ease Aston 
traditionalists into the 
idea of a crossover. 


Design boss Reichman 
in ‘the hottest kitchen 
on the planet’ 
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THE FIRST R8 PROVED 
THAT AUDI HAD THE GUTS 
AND THE TALENT TO OUT- 
LAMBO LAMBORGHINI. BIT 
OF A SHOCK REALLY. NOW 
THE R8 IS BACK - FASTER, 
HARDER, LEANER... AND 
FACING ITS FIRST TEST 



FAST. BACK. 




[£JIN>R813@ 


^^^riven by day: 


Wher^^toes R8Jit 
in Audi’s ‘cdit^ate 
face’ strategy? You. 
know it’s an Audi 
behind you, but 
do you know it’s a 
special one? 


Customers said ‘make it more 
^bespoke’, so Audi did. Steering 
wheel features exhaust button. 
Juvenile, but we love it 






And still not quite 
at the rev limiter... 


OILED DOWN TO its essence, the brief was this: take the R8 and make it 
much better. Better on track, better on road, better inside, better to live with, 
better looking. . . better than a McLaren or (whisper it) a Lamborghini? Okay, 
the last one isn’t official policy, but why not? The Vio engine in this, the 
second generation R8 Vio Plus, is the same as that in the Huracan, and at 
449kW, punches with exactly the same power. Uncomfortably close, but as I 
climb into the Audi and hit the Engine Start button I’ve only got one thing on 
my mind: have they nailed the brief? 

Straight away the answer feels like yes. The car manages to feel precise yet 
deliciously analogue, urged on by the sublime engine making artillery 
noises right behind my head as the seven-speed dual-clutch ’box rams home 
each cog. The whole momentum of the car feels as if it revolves around the 
engine, longitudinally mounted dead-centre, snuggling down like a diva in 
its glass-covered display case. The masterstroke is that Audi has ignored the 
fashion for turbocharging, thus releasing not only a sound to die for, but 
also the kind of impressive throttle response the turbo tribe has lost forever. 
It would have been easy for r&d to clamp on two turbos, shooting the 
output into telephone numbers territory, but instead r&d chief Ulrich 
Hackenberg opted to push the normally aspirated Vio to new heights. 

Why? Because in the supercar niche, emotion still eclipses efficiency any 
day of the week. And emotion is what this 40-valver evokes in large doses. 

It epitomises the spirit of the whole car. 

Evidently the R8 delivers the pure, old-school driving thrills of a no-frills 
sports coupe from yesteryear. The short films it screens in the cinema inside 
your head are as rich and powerful as the golden era of ’70s cinema, before 
CGI showmanship stormed Hollywood. Not that the new R8 is devoid of 
cutting-edge technology, it often just costs extra, as is the case with the 
adjustable dampers and variable-rate Dynamic Steering. Which is fine 
because purists can easily do without them. You see, magnetic ride would 
make much more sense if a separate button on the helm enabled you to 
momentarily switch to a softer calibration. And Dynamic Steering starts 
blurring the border between indirect and indifferent at speeds in excess of 
2ookph. These technologies can numb the man/machine interface. Thank 
goodness, though, for the standard carbon-ceramic brakes. On a circuit, the 
top-notch energy squashers remain totally cool and unfazed while 
Michelin’s finest have long morphed into liquorice. On the 
autobahn, instant response, zero fading and plenty of pedal feel 
allow you to drop the anchor ridiculously late. Which is another 
way of saying that the margin for error is significantly wider than 
in most competitors. Those who grew up in a digitised world, 
controller in one hand and mobile phone in the other, are bound 
to find the new R8’s man/machine interface easier to digest than 
more senior users. Any analogue vibe disappears quickly in here. 
Tt’s only a matter of getting accustomed to the redesigned driver 
environment,’ says quattro division boss Heinz Hollerweger, who 
also must have left school a few decades ago. Less shrewd operators, 
however, will likely need more than two eyes and ten fingers to 
navigate through the maze of buttons, switches and levers. 

This debatable approach is epitomised by the sports steering- 
wheel, standard on the Vio Plus. It’s hard enough to suss out the 
multiple controls placed in the two spokes, but why does Drive 
Select live next to the button-cum-thumbwheel marked 
Performance? While Drive Select tweaks the car’s main traits. 
Performance lets you choose between three settings marked Dry, 
Wet and Snow. Although both algorithms influence the ESC ► 
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‘Visual consistency 
is a must. Why do 
you think the 911 has 
been a success for 


half a century?’ "r" 

Stage ESC switch in 
the dashboard. Is 

this overkill galore, or are we missing the point? Maybe 
Audi should have opted for the unambiguous and quick 
single-toggle solution found in every Ferrari and in the 
Porsche 918. 

The configurable digital binnacle we know from the TT 
here features an additional performance display mode 
dominated by a large analogue rev counter with 
incorporated digital speedometer. When in the Manual 
drive programme, the upper segments change colour 
under full acceleration. At the end of this eye-catching 
yellow-green-and-red sequence, a series of circular flashes 
at 8 50orpm demand an instant upshift. The display on 
the left is connected to phone, on-board computer, satnav 
and radio. Its counterpart on the right relays vehicle data 
such as fluid temperatures, g-force, torque curve, tyre 
pressures and lap times. Sounds perfectly pragmatic, but 
can be a major source of distraction, especially in 
combination with the scratchpad and the MMI hardware 
between the seats. 

From a design point of view, the ‘better car brief was a 
clear vote for evolution over revolution. ‘Never change a 
winning formula!’ says designer Marc Fichte, who 
inherited the project in its final stage from Wolfgang 


Egger. ‘To establish a product in this segment, visual 
consistency is a must. Why do you think the 911 has been 
a runaway success for over half a century?’ Audi would 
probably use different words to describe the market 
performance of the first R8, which was a modest profit- 
maker. In total, less than 27000 have been made since 
2007. The Mk2 needs to do better. 

From a distance on the road it’s hard to decipher the 
familiar form language as new. Only at second sight, the 
stance begins to look bolder, the proportions appear more 
aggressive, and one also notices that the trademark 
sideblades are split by a body colour muscle made of light 
alloy. Now zoom in even closer and check out the new 
lights, the revised air intakes and the butch rear end 
boasting a massive diffuser topped by a fixed full-size 
carbonfibre wing. Check the dark 2oin wheels, prominent 
vertical splitters front and rear, and a pair of Darth Vader 
door mirrors. It’s a clever metamorphosis of the upgraded 
MSS (Modular Sports Car System) architecture. 

Inside, the packaging and its constraints feel familiar, 
too. The vast dashboard is again not exactly an object 
lesson in space efficiency, the front wheelhouses take up 
more cabin space than they should, and the adjustment 
range of the perfectly shaped seats is compromised by the 
proximity of the firewall. That said, Audi claims there is 
now up to 226 litres of luggage room between the 
occupants and the drivetrain. The lidded cubicle in the 
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stubby nose cone will swallow an additional 112 litres. 

Our test car is a top-of-the-range Vio Plus which 
develops a throaty and sonorous 449kW, 45kW more than 
the outgoing model. It roars and wails and thunders on 
eye level with the Lamborghini Huracan, which feels 
somehow not quite as it should be. ‘These two cars are 
completely different in character and appeal/ claims 
Hollerweger. ‘More equitable and more keenly priced, the 
Audi aims at a less extrovert clientele.’ The marketing men 
in Sant’Agata may not see things quite the same way, 
though. After all, it won’t be easy to squeeze even more 
power out of the Vio. And although the R8 Plus will cost 
more than last year’s vintage, it will still be significantly 
less pricey than the Huracan. 

To me the R8 feels even more mature, grown-up and 
balanced than the Mki. That had a beautifully 
composed ride, deliciously accurate steering and a rear- 
drive bias that set it apart from contemporary Audis. The 
R8 Vio Plus is more characterful but still benign, it’s still 
focused yet compliant, attentive and responsive. At Audi, 
they don’t like these attributes - too soft, too 
mainstream, too GT-like. The picture Hackenberg and 
Hollerweger prefer to paint is that of a hardcore sports 
car. To an extent, the new R8 does match this 
description. But it is more than a one-dimensional, 
single-purpose road rocket. It fuses remarkable speed 
with a reassuring flow, it rules the 150 to 30okph zone ► 


GET AN R8 FOR R770k 

BUY A USED ONE - IT’S THE PERFECT TIME! 


How much for a 
used R8, then? 

Anywhere from R1.75m for 
a 2013 VIO Plus to around 
R770k for a 2008 V8 manual, 
which means you could 
be driving a supercar for 
substantially less than the 
price of a BMW M4. And 
this ain’t no highly strung 
prima donna with financially 
crippling suicidal tendencies 
-it’s an Audi. 


Which one to buy? 

Forget the big-money VIOs 
and limited editions -we 
reckon prices still have a 
way to drop before they 
become collectors’ items. 
Go for an early 309kW 
V8 manual, and enjoy the 
rear-biased 4wd in combo 
with that magic open-gate 
shift action. 

What goes wrong? 

Not a huge amount. Sensor 
and earthing issues can 


be painful to diagnose, the 
R Tronic auto ’box eats 
clutches faster than the 
manual, and until engines 
hit 30000km they consume 
a lot of oil. Aftermarket 
exhausts are common. 

Just be wary of other 
mods. Routine servicing is 
relatively cheap for a car 
of this type but a rainy day 
fund for unexpected bills is 
essential. 
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with an almost eerie tranquility, and it won’t allow the 
rough stuff to deflect its trajectory. The most striking 
single talent? That must be the cornering master plan 
which bundles steering inputs, torque 
distribution and ABS/ESC surveillance to an 
impressively fast, clean and stable line. 

Now that quattro can be 100% fwd or 100% rwd, 
the modulation through quick and slow bends has 
gained extra transparency. It’s all in the mix: the 
ever so slightly self-correcting steering, the nudge- 
me-towards-the apex front Haldex diff, the 
massive 56oNm torque avalanche which kicks off 
as soon as the radius opens up. Too radical, too 
raw and raucous? Definitely not. Energetic, 
efficient, effortless? You bet. But bear in mind that 
the R8 wants to be de-cocooned and properly 
prepped for every excursion to the limit of 
adhesion. Punching in the right sequence of do’s and 
don’ts feels like safe -cracking. Although locking 
Performance in Dry, putting the standard Drive Select in 
Dynamic and ESC in Off does the trick on the track, this 
is still no 911 or 488. But it’s a proper Audi through and 
through, so you get lots of dynamic control and rock- 
solid stability. 

It’s hard to get past the engine though. Hit the red 
button and the chips briefly rev the (cold) Vio to 
2 50orpm, thereby setting the tone for the many arias that 
are still to come. Especially with the exhaust in hooligan 
mode (there’s a button for that on the steering wheel!}, the 
R8 does a splendid job ruffling street cafes and 
summoning one smartphone camera after the other. In 
this car, the computer rules by spanning the entire earth- 
friendliness spectrum from automatic coasting and 
cylinder- on- demand frugality to artificially created lift-off 
blat-blat and full-throttle upshift splat-splat. Pity that the 
bean counters black-flagged the atmospheric engine bay 
lighting available for the first-edition cars. 

The quad-cam unit is mated to a seven-speed dual-clutch 
transmission. When fitted with standard rubber instead of 
semi-slicks, the 1 555kg R8 can - thanks to quattro - 
accelerate in 3.2sec from o-iookph and in q.qsec from o- 
2ookph. Audi fitted cylinder deactivation so the R8 runs 
as a five-pot under low loads, and fuel economy is claimed 
to have improved 13 per cent to 12.3^ /100km. But 
according to the on-board computer our red coupe 
consumed 24.1^ /100km, and this was even before we 
attacked the race track. Just about the only direct rivals 
which can better these numbers are the McLarens and the 
Perrari 488 GTB. 

The Vio Plus is better equipped and quantifiably quicker 
than the 397kW standard R8. Sadly, the 3i6kW V8 is no 


longer part of the R8 family. We also mourn the departure 
of the notchy but sensuous six-speed manual 
transmission. Although Audi has not yet finalised the V8 
replacement, the Ingolstadt grapevine is predicting a 
336kW twin-turbo 2.9-litre V6 - allegedly essential for the 
Chinese market. Definitely an anti-climax for fans of 
high-revving big-block engines that can breathe without 
respirator. On the credit side, we note a 40% increase in 
static torsional rigidity, more high-speed downforce in the 
front (up to 40kg) and in the rear (up to 100kg), and wider 
2oin tyres (size 245/30 and 305/30}. Hard to quantify 
exactly, but the R8 does feel utterly planted. 

They did what they could to teach this car manners, to 
make sure it scores most of the big points, to eliminate 
flaws wherever possible. And yet it’s not mere competence 
that makes the new R8 shine. Quite the contrary: this 
Audi is about fascination by reduction. It draws emotion 

from an old-school 
normally aspirated Vio, 
a supersonic gearbox, 
out- of- this -world brakes, 
and 4wd operating with 
surgical precision. Eight 
hours after picking it up 
we returned a 
wonderfully analogue 
high-mech sports car 
infiltrated, more or less 
successfully, with digital 
innovations. The best of 
both worlds? Not quite. 
But certainly no middle- 
of-the-road me-too 
paleface, ca 


Audi R8 V10 plus 

Price Not yet 
Engine 5204cc 40v VIO, 
449kW@8250rpm, 
560Nnn@6500rpm 

Transmission Seven-speed 
dual-clutch auto, AWD 
Suspension Aluminium 
double wishbones all round 
Performance 3.2sec 
O-IOOkph, 330kph,12.3£/100km, 
287g/km CO 2 
Length/width/height 
4426/1 940/1 240mm 
Weight/made from 1555kg, 
aluminium/carbonfibre 


o 

R8’s new nose 
is longer, but 
dramatic impact of 
that single-frame 
grille is ruined by 
numberplate 


® It was 
designed to 
have engine-bay 
lighting, but the 
bean-counters 
said no 


Driven by day: new Audi R8 


Audi prefers to paint 
the R8 as a hardcore 
sports car. To an 
extent it does match 
this description 
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Night drive: Audi R8 V10 Pius 


Game on, 
night rider 



’M NOT SURE when it happened exactly, but 
it’s an observation I cannot ignore any longer, 
especially now at the helm of an Audi R8 Vio Plus, 
its Dynamite Red paint rendered an oddly orange 
colour in the low light, idling raspily in the dark 
pit lane of the Portimao circuit at midnight. For 
decades videogames have strived for photorealism 
and hyper-suspension from disbelief, nowhere more so 
than across racing titles. Ringers such as the Gran 
Turismo and Forza Motorsport series have made stellar 
advancements in the digital recreations, both aural and 
visual, of cars and the playgrounds they live on, racetracks 
such as this one, and public roads like the ones 
surrounding it in Algarve, Portugal. At no point did we 
predict that the world of motoring would respond in the 



way it has, with their analogue realm taking larger and 
larger steps towards virtual reality. This is a moment of 
convergence. Yes, Fm referring to the virtual cockpit, that 
veneer of information that lives ahead of the steering 
wheel, loaded with information and arranged in a digital 
and customisable array. But I also refer to the steering 
wheel itself, now with driving modes and settings and a 
crimson START button so vivid you can almost hear the 
videogame ‘pong!’ interrupting the cheesy background 
muzak of the game’s menu screen. Instead it fires up the 
best-sounding Audi on the market, raucous and pure, 
naturally aspirated and more than willing to rev its nuts 
off Paddleshifters such as the one found on your Logitech 
arcade wheel, though finished more exquisitely here, flank 
the steering column, and there’s a drive-by-wire system ► 
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located somewhere between my right foot and the ten- 449kW and 56oNm feels lean and unwasted in its quest to 

cylindered orchestra behind my head, its noise also tunable find the wheels, which it can do exclusively to the front or rear 

via an exhaust toggle on the wheel. A man in a doctor’s white via its Haldex front differential. Sadly, a circuit ride only tells 

coat has snatched the chequered flag away from my half the story of what laser illumination is capable of since 

windscreen, and replaced it with a jutting index finger, his there is no oncoming traffic to avoid blinding. Fortunately, I 

mouth rounding out to form an inaudible ‘GO!’ Obrigado, Dr had previously seized a small window of opportunity that 

Roberto! And I’m released into the dark. went something like this. 

Perhaps the greatest of the many technological innovations ‘Sir, we have two loops you can take one of the Arabian Blue 

here are the high-beam laser lamps, an expensive but exciting R8s out on if you like, by yourself’ 

new option on the R8. They are in fact the very reason for At 8.30pm when I left the Autodromo to chase dynamic 

attempting hot laps at night, a skill Audis naturally have in thrills on the surrounding mountain roads it had been as 

spades due to the marque’s Le Mans heritage. Despite having bright as noon in Africa. When I returned at 10pm, pitch 

circulated Portimao just two hours prior, in the sunlight, it dark. Alone, I was free to finally explore 100 per cent of the 
really is quite different at night with braking distances, on-road capability of the R8, sans nanny... let’s call it free- 

clipping points and blind rises seemingly having moved since roam mode. And on the return leg, as the pitch black roads 

the moon replaced the sun. With the high beams set to auto, filled with farmers, villagers and fishermen in old European 
the change is dramatic and immediate, like a sharp transition hatches, sskph limiters hrmly in play on their way home for 

into high definition courtesy of the race circuit’s myriad supper, the Audi R8 and its laser tech came into its own. 

reflective surfaces appearing to be self-illuminated, even the With high-beams set once again to auto, I was left hassle- 
bollards. Once again I am able to ‘row’ the gears, and point free to conduct a symphony of noise and pace, flowing with 

the front wheels from apex to apex with precision. It must be the confidence of a man granted unlimited power coupled to 

reiterated, the new R8 is a fantastic steer, and here on a far-fetched clarity of vision. For what seemed like kilometres 

polished FIA-rated circuit you truly get to revel in the ahead every cat’s eye, chevron and street sign appeared to 

lightness of the carbon and aluminium chassis, too. That jump out of the blackness. The beams would dip 

momentarily as oncoming supper-seekers burst into 
view, then tendril-like creep beyond them into the 
vacuum for more clues as to the environment ahead. 
Impressive, but as an expensive option north of 
Riooooo I might be inclined to stick to my low-level 
bombing by daytime, but will reserve judgement for 
when the R8 lands in South Africa mid-2016. The 
car itself however, is a virtual masterpiece. 

Logging off;^ 



My word, the latest 
Gran Turismo 
graphics are 
impressive, what? 


T 

Carbon-infused 
alluminium chassis, 
meet Haldex- 
equipped Quattro 
drivetrain. Play nice 



dramatic and 
immediate, iike a 
sharp transition 



into high definition 
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Night drive: Audi R8 V10 Pius 



Audrs launch test units were available in Dynamite Red and 
this Arablau Blue. Our man snuck off in one of the latter, fitted 
with fixed carbon wing and matching sideblade, a telltale sign 
of the V10 Plus and with it the full complement of 449kW 


KEY TECH: LASER LIGHTS 

Spotlight on Audi’s new illumination tech 


Daytime running Light/ 
turn indicator 


LED Low beam unit 


Laser module 


LED Conering light 


LED Main beam 


Debuting on new R8 is Audi’s laser spot technology, integrated as an optional 
extra into its existing LED headlamps. They effectually double the range of 
the high-beam lamps. They don’t come cheap but are bundled with Audi’s 
dynamic turn signals as a sweetner. The laser beam modules consist of 
four laser diodes, 300 micrometres across, generating blue beams with 
a wavelength of 450 nanometres. This is ‘whitened’ via a phosperous 
convertor at a colour temperature of 5 500 Kelvin because it’s more pleasant 
to the eye (as opposed to a less pleasing 1 Calvin). This is coupled to an 
intelligent camera-based sensor that can detect other road users and adjust 
accordingly. Smarter and safer then. 
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IMAGINE BEING STRAPPED into a sinking 
dinghy with a ly^kW VTEC outboard motor thrusting 
you to your doom. Water pours into the cockpit like 
you’ve just taken a U-boat hit and then struck an iceberg 
for good measure. Gallons of the stuff fills the moulded 
floor like a bath. And then your shoes. And then your 
pants. Your brain is telling you to climb the hell out of 
there, but the four-point harness has other ideas. I’ve 
driven cars through massive water hazards before but 
they’ve mostly been shiny Jeeps and Range Rovers, and 
the water stays firmly on the outside, even when it’s up to 


bonnet level. But the familiar tube chassis and the 
shockingly open sides are telling me I’m in an Ariel 
Atom. This can’t end well. 

But I haven’t spun into a nearby lake in the middle of a 
track day, and this is no Atom. This is the Ariel Nomad. 
And there’s almost nothing it can’t do. We’ve become 
used to the absurdity of cars such as the Range Rover 
Sport SVR, a machine built to drive through rivers 
trained to lap tracks. Now meet a car designed for the 
circuit that’s reimagined for the swamp. 

Today’s swamp is actually the remnants of an old 
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coalmine that thinks it s a racetrack, but you can forget 
about fancy grandstands and hospitality suites. This 
place is an earthy, woody and muddy 3000 acres of 
bloody brilliant playground that’s used by everyone from 
Land Rover’s development team to rally teams looking to 
find that last tenth on next week’s stage. 

In fact, it’s all rather over-awing. The place is so vast 
and the car such an oddball, that I don’t really know 
where to start. Can the Nomad really climb that near- 
vertical-looking slope? Traverse that terrifying wall of 
rocks? Be so uncomfortable on my bony back that I feel 


like I’ve just donated a dog’s dinner’s worth of bone 
marrow? Tick, tick, tick! 

Before we get muddy though, it’s worth taking a look 
under the Nomad’s skin, or it would be if it had one. 
Although the Nomad looks at a glance like nothing more 
than an Atom with a chassis structure extended to 
provide an enclosed passenger cell, the two have little in 
common. You still get a mid-rear-mounted four- cylinder 
engine, but it’s an entirely different motor. And you still 
get an aluminium-tube chassis, but it’s completely 
reconfigured to incorporate two half-moon spans that ► 
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make up an upper cage structure, and cut lower at the flanks 
to make it possible to climb in. Some things never change 
though. A windscreen is optional and there’s nothing so 
unseemly as doors or side glass, although you can specify a 
cover that drapes over the roof and sides to keep the cold 
and rain out. 

Even with the detachable steering wheel removed, it’s not 
easy to thread yourself through the gap between the roof bars 
and sill. I’m advised to go feet first and not worry about 
getting the wipe-clean seats dirty for reasons that soon 
become clear. Once inside, it’s broadly familiar Atom territory. 
There’s a vestigial dash featuring an LCD display, a 
smattering of small, unmarked switches, and that’s pretty 
much your lot. A dainty gear lever like an unopened tulip 
sprouts from the floor, just like in an Atom, but this time 
there’s something new towering above: a giant rally-style 
vertically-mounted hydraulic handbrake lever. 

When the engine fires it sends a familiar barrage of Atom- 
like fizzes through the structure to every contact area. But a 
short shift to second and prod of right pedal reveals a 
massively different character. Instead of the 2.0 -litre Honda 
VTEC engine fitted to most Atoms, the Nomad uses the 
2.4-htre four fitted to Atoms sold in the US. You swap the 
screaming top-end drama of the old K20Z for a more sedate 
sub-8ooorpm limit, but torque shoots up by nearly yoNm to 
30oNm, almost the same as the old supercharged Atom made. 
And that’s a sensible trade if you want to cut it off-road, 
particularly given that at 670kg (nearer 720kg with our car’s 
extras), the Nomad’s chunkier wheels, new chassis and revised 
suspension bring an extra 150kg of ballast. 

The other big shock if you’ve never driven an Ariel, or like 
me, not recently, is the sight of the road and the suspension 
through the body of the car. It’s like driving a Westfield while 
wearing X-ray specs and absolutely mesmerising seeing the 
oily bits in action. And the muddy bits. I’ve brought along a 
motocross helmet and goggles primarily because I thought 


they’d look good in the pictures and am certain I won’t need them 
with our car’s optional screen. Er, wrong. Every time I crank the 
wheel right, the road wheels fire a barrage of brown slop at my 
face through the lattice of the chassis. Never mind getting close to 
the action. I can quite literally taste it. 

Powering through the network of connecting roads, the sheer 
amount of grip on offer is staggering. We’re wearing balloon-like 
BE Goodrich Mud Terrain tyres, the kind of thing you get on a 
Defender, and they are physics -bendingly brilliant in the rough, 
delivering incredible drive out of bends and huge mechanical grip 
when braking into them. On tighter corners a tug on that giant 
one-armed-bandit limb of a handbrake tucks the nose in, but to 
really string the faster bits together you need to get the weight 
moving and set the car up for each curve. So you tread on and off 
the accelerator like a 19th-century seamstress going full-chat on 
her sewing machine, getting the front tyres to tuck in and 
sending the back free as you come off the gas and jink the wheel 
simultaneously. 

Rally-stuff done, we look for something more challenging, tick 
off the terrifying mud bath we opened with, then try a jump. I 
don’t know much about jumping cars off-road but there are loads 
of ready-made jumps so I pick one, unwittingly take off from the 
wrong side, and soar through the air, landing with a thump that 
would send the struts through the inner wings if this were a 
regular car. But the Nomad soaks it up and the other dozen 
air-grabs we make throughout the rest of the day. This is one 
tough buggy. 

It’s not that there aren’t vehicles that can do this stuff; it’s just 
that it feels so wrong doing it from behind the wheel of what 
still feels like an Atom. Wading through water almost half a 
metre deep, crawling over boulders that you’re sure will be 

gouging their way through the floorpan 
any minute. Scrambling up gigantic earth 
mounds that’d make a soft-roader wince. 
It’s a total find-muck. 

And it’s absolutely exhausting. ► 


It’s only when the 
water enters your 
trousers that this 
seems a bad idea 
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I Car culture: Ariel Nomad 



Mud Terrain 
tyres give 
phenomenai 
grip. Stiii, best 
not to stand 
right behind a 
Nomad when 
the driver 
fioors it on 
gravei 


With no doors 
you’d have 
thought it 
wouid be easy 
to ciimb into. 
You’d be wrong 






WL 











shattered, I kill the engine, remove my mud-soaked 
waterproofs, helmet and goggles, and get ready to venture 
out onto the road. I twist the wheel to the right, pull away, 
and immediately take a clod of earth to the forehead. This 
is a car that throws up lots of surprises, and other stuff 
too. But has it got any surprises in store on the kind of 
roads its Atom sister was made for? 

We switch keys so often in this job, jumping from 
supermini to supercar that you get used to the open- 
mouthed stares and cameraphone barrage. But tooling 
through a sleepy town in a mud-splattered freak of a car 
that looks like it just took an 8000km wrong turn in the 
Baja 500 is a recipe for attention like no other. 

That torquey engine makes itself useful again, letting 
you trickle in higher gears, and squeezing you back into 
the moulded seat when the road open up again. But that 
squeeze isn’t as acute as it is in an Atom. Ariel says the 
o-iookph time is 3.6sec, up from 3.3sec, while the o- 
i6okph sprint now takes S.ysec, not y.Ssec, and the 
(academic in one of these) top speed is slashed by a 
massive 32kph to lookph. 

Let’s get some perspective on this though. The Nomad 
is still a match for almost anything you’re likely to come 
across on the road, and even if you’ve lost some of that 
top-end bite, the roar as air gets hoovered into those 
combustion chambers is more than fierce enough. 

The road we’re on is deceptively narrow in places, 
narrow enough to force you to think far more about your 
position when facing an oncoming car mid-bend than 
you would in an almost 300mm narrower Caterham. And 
the Nomad’s taller scuttle compared with an Atom and 
those new A-pillars makes it harder to see the car’s 
corners, and consequently place it on the road. 

But it is still laugh- out-loud hilarious to drive. Not as 
sharp on its off-road rubber and more conventional strut 
suspension (rather than a fancy rose-jointed in-board 
setup), but still massively entertaining. And in fact, 
though other more road-biased tyres are available, those 
Mud Terrain boots only add to the mischief, the rears 
gently letting go as you brake heavily into corners, and 
spinning up freely with a manic whine if you give it the 


beans on the exit. 

Even with that screen in place your head 
takes a bit of a pounding. I quickly 
graduate from sunglasses to goggles, and 
then to goggles and helmet, to keep my face 
warm as much as anything else. But 
properly equipped with lid, gloves and a 
decent outdoor coat. I’m ready for anything. 

And so is the car. Every so often I’ll spot 
something off in the distance and suddenly 
remember that there’s nothing but a respect 
for the environment preventing me from 
veering right off the tarmac and into the 
scenery to investigate. That notion might 
not seem strange if your daily steer is a 
Range Rover. But it probably hasn’t crossed 
many Atom owners’ minds. 

Now, it can. The Nomad is a fascinating, 
ludicrous machine. How good it is, is not in 
doubt, but perhaps you’re wondering: whyl What’s it for, 
exactly? As a specialist track-day toy, the Atom makes 
perfect sense, but the Nomad is a little more confused. 
With the right tyres it can do the circuit stuff too, but 
with that extra weight and less track-focused suspension 


ARIEL NOMAD 

Price N/A 

Engine 2354cc 16v 4cyl, 
175kW@7200rpm, 300Nm@ 
4300rpm 

Transmission Six-speed 
manual, rear-wheel drive 
Suspension Double 
wishbones, coil springs, 
outboard dampers all round 
Performance 3.6sec 
O-IOOkph), 200kph 
Length/width/height 
3 215/1 850/1 425mm 
Weight/made from 
670kg, aluminium/plastic 



What’s the 
Nomad for? 
Come on, how 
many cars can do 
this? 


© 

Love the fact 
that Nomad, like 
Atom, wears 
every bolt on its 
sleeve. Cleaning 
it, of course, is 
another matter 
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Car culture: Ariel Nomad 


Nomad; what were they thinking? 


‘We’re always thinking 
about what we can 
do next,’ says Ariei’s 
manager Henry 
Siebert-Saunders, 
expiaining the Atom’s 
transformation into 
the Nomad. ‘Quite a 
few of us here are into 
off- road ing, both on 
two and four wheeis 
and there seemed to 
be a gap in the market. 
We stuck some knobbiy 
tyres on an Atom at the 
start of the project, 
took it down a gravei 
road and it turned 
out better than we 
expected.’ 


‘The question I’m 
asked most is “what’s it 
for?”’ he says, beating 
us to it. ‘And I teii 
peopie that you can do 
anything in it. There 
are other buggies out 
there, iike the Poiaris 
and Rage, but they’re 
not duai-purpose 
machines iike ours.’ 

Deveiopment began 
in iate 2010, around 
the same time that 
Ariei started work 
on its incredibie Ace 
motorbike, something 
boss Simon Saunders 
has been wanting to 
do for years, and the 


first three of which 
are in production now. 
Last year Ariei made 65 
Atoms. When aii three 
modei iines are up to 
speed it expects to 
make a simiiar number 
of Atoms, another 
60-70 Nomads and a 
further 70 bikes. Littie 
wonder the payroii 
has swoiien recentiy 
with the addition of 
new engineers and 
technicians. 

What’s next? ‘We’re 
busy working on a 
supercharged Nomad 
that’ll Join the range 
later this year.’ 


design, almost certainly not as well. And impressive as 
it proved off-road, it’s never going to be as adept as 
something like a Defender, with its four-wheel drive 
and vastly more generous ground clearance. 

Genuinely new ideas confuse people. Back in 1987 
before track day supercars were all the rage, we called 
the stripped-bare but competition-ineligible Ferrari 
F40 insincere. Now it’s revered as one of the greatest 
supercars ever. That’s not going to happen to the 
Nomad, and maybe you can’t see Ariel’s misfit slotting 
into your life. But imagine living in the wiles of 
southern California with miles of desert at your 
disposal, or, if things go Ariel’s way, flicking on the TV 
to see a one -make series where a gaggle of the things 
are belting round a rallycross track switching 
effortlessly from soil to circuit. Suddenly this 
incredible creation, an all-star decathlete to the Atom’s 
dedicated sprinter, starts to make sense. Or as much 
sense as anything that comes from the brilliantly 
unhinged minds at Ariel ever does. E3 







TKe innovations transforming our driving worid 

Volvo’s radar crusada 
to save motorcyclists 

Collision-avoidance tech enters its next phase as Euro NCAP gears 
ip tr» in/>ii iHo it in crash testing by 2018. How wili it work? 


A motorist slows down at a 
T-junction but fails to see a 
motorcyclist approaching 
at 65kph from the left on 
the main road. Thinking the 
road is clear, the motorist 
accelerates and turns right, 
putting SUV and bike on a 
\ collision course / 












M otorcyclists only 

account for a small 
percentage of traffic yet 
have a disproportionately 
high fatality rate. Now 
Volvo is working to dramatically reduce 
that situation. The challenge is pushing 
collision-avoidance technology to its limits, 
with laser detection, more responsive 
sensors, and systems that work at far 
greater angles to the car’s direction of travel 
all under evaluation. 

‘You have a high level of reduction of 
in-car fatalities, but you don’t see that trend 
on cyclists, motorcyclists and pedestrians,’ 
says Jan Ivarsson, deputy director of safety 
systems. ‘In young economies, this is really 
the problem, and from a governmental 
perspective it will be a focus for the future.’ 

Pedestrian and cyclist detection systems 
already exist. The new Volvo XC90 uses a 
Delphi radar and camera system integrated 
at the top of the windscreen. Should it 



detect pedestrians stepping into the 
vehicle’s path, it automatically applies full 
braking between 1 and 1.5 seconds ahead of 
impact if the driver fails to react. The 
system also stops the car if 
a cyclist travelling in the same direction 
swerves into its path, or the car fails to stop 
at a T-junction. 

The next challenge is motorcyclists 
travelling at higher speeds. Closest to 
production is a system that builds on 
today’s blind-spot 
recognition technology 
(BLIS), which flashes a 
warning in the relevant 
A-pillar base when a car 
or motorbike is in or 
entering the vehicle’s 
blind spot. Early BLIS 
systems used cameras, 
but today’s tech uses 
radar sensors mounted 
behind the rear wheels. 


giving a longer range outside of the blind- 
spot area. With faster-acting, more 
sophisticated sensors, next-generation 
systems will detect motorcyclists 
approaching at higher speeds from behind, 
such as when filtering between lanes of 
traffic. Plans include combining BLIS with 
Lane-Keep Assist systems to automatically 
brake and steer the car away from the biker, 
averting disaster if a frustrated motorist 
suddenly swerves to a faster-flowing lane. 

Research conducted in Europe suggests 
that failure of drivers to stop at junctions 
is one of the four major causes of 
motorcyclist fatalities. Currently, Volvo’s 


XC90’s trifocal 
camera mounted 
at top of 

windscreen. Radar 
works better at 
higher speeds 
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High-power sensors 
mounted at the front 
of the SUV quickly 
scan the road, giving 
a field of vision 
of +/- 45 degrees. 
The motorcyclist is 
. detected 


The driver continues not 
to react, so the sensors 
relay messages to the car’s 
control system. A broad 
field of view and advanced 
algorithms mean that the 
system does not need to 
instigate full emergency 
braking, instead slowing 
the SUV enough for the a 
motorcyclist to jfk 
^^“^safely pass^^^P 


Collision avoided, 
the motorcyclist and 
SUV driver continue 
safely on their 
way, strong words 
exchanged at the 
next petrol station 


collision- avoidance tech features a field of 
view of +/- 25 degrees. This means today’s 
XC90 can approach a junction and detect a 
motorcyclist approaching side-on when 
the relative speed of the two is less than 
4okph, and the motorcyclist is travelling 
at less than half the speed of the XC90. To 
process higher speeds and for the 
motorcyclist to be spotted while travelling 
at an equal speed to the car, Volvo is 
exploring options to broaden the field of 
view to at least +/- 45 degrees. Insiders say 
that while today s radar and camera 
system could be evolved, cameras have 
limitations in tracking objects while the 
vehicle is moving. More powerful radar 
sensors mounted at the front of the vehicle 
have greater potential, while a LIDAR 
system is also under evaluation - as used 
by Google’s autonomous car - which 
illuminates a moving target with a laser to 
calculate its distance. 

Today’s computers are already powerful 


o 

If even one of the many biker lives 
lost in 2014 could have been saved, it 
would be worth it 


enough, and sensors will continue to 
monitor conditions 40 -times -per- 
second, but the algorithms will 
become more complex. Full auto 
braking won’t be necessary - the 
processors must instead instantly 
calculate how much braking force is 
required to allow the biker to safely 
clear the junction. 

Volvo won’t be drawn on 
timescales, but Euro NCAP is 
considering implementing scenarios 
with a minimum field of vision of 
+/- 45 degrees by 2018, and such 
systems are sure to make production. 

With so many tragic motorcycle 
fatalities, you can see why. cg 


FRESH THINKING: 
Tesla Energy 

Now they want to 
power your home too 

What is Tesla Energy? 

It’s billed as a way of weaning 
the world off fossil fuels (pretty 
unambitious, huh?). Basically it’s a 
rechargeable home battery pack that 
you stick on the wall of your house 
(hence it’s called Powerwall), which 
allows you to store energy and use it 
as you need it. 

Hang on, isn’t Tesla a car (and 
occasional rocket) maker? 

So you may have thought, but no 
- it describes itself as ‘an energy 
innovation company’ with a mission 
to enable zero-emission power 
generation. 

Zero emission? Where does 
the power to charge your home 
battery come from? 

Ideally from self-generated solar 
power, but it can be connected to 
the grid, meaning you can charge 
it in low-rate periods and use it at 
high-rate hours. Works as a back-up 
when the grid goes down, too. 
What’s the tech behind this? 
Powerwall is a lithium-ion battery 
pack (rated at 7 or 10kWh), with a 
liquid thermal control system, and 
software paired with a solar inverter. 
Looks like a sort of funky boiler. 
Coming soon? 

Americans can order it now, at 
$3 500 a pop. According to various 
reports, we can expect it end 2016. 
Still, add in the cost of covering your 
roof in the most efficient solar panels 
and bypassing Eskom looks pricey. 


Tesla now makes your 
car and runs your heating. 
It also tidies your garage 
by the look of it 
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For the Discerning 
petrol head 




Gadgets, gizmos, apps and more. 

By Chris Wall 


EAT, CHARGE & SAVE THE PLANET 


BIOLITE CAMP STOVE 

By simply collecting twigs you can make 
Bear Grylls wish he were you. Cook 
meals, and thanks to what can only be 
described as dark magic (thermoelectric 
technology), charge your portable 
electronic devices. Heat converted to 
electricity powers a fan to make the fire 
ultra-efficient and the extra juice goes 
to your electronics. Oooh. 

R3350 

www.yuppiegadgets.com 



OCD SUFFERERS REJOICE 


AUGUST SMARTLOCK 


We ve all done it, hit the highway when suddenly: Did I 
lock the door?’ With the August Smartlock no U-turns are 
needed. Simply use an app to see the status of your door 
lock. If it’s unlocked you can lock it, and visa versa. Score! 

$250 (+/-R3000) 
www.august.com 
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STEER YOUR DREAMS 
CONSOLATIO CAR BED 

Sitting up in bed sucks uniess you have the right piiiows - or the awesome 
Consoiatio car bed! Equipped with a pair of iuxury car-styie ieather 
seats, (compiete with middie arm rest for cup hoiders) it’s the car bed for 
(weaithy) aduits. It comes with surround shelving that’s perfect for storing 
all your TopCar magazines and model cars too. 

$4000 (+/-R42400) 
www.morgannpaull.com 




MUST-HAVE MOVIE r 


You watched it on the big screen and 
now you can buy your very own copy 
of Fast & Furious 7. Available in both 
DVD and Blue Ray formats, this special 
1 edition features a longer version of 
the film along with over 90 minutes of 
I bonus material, including the music 
video for Wiz Khalifa’s ‘See You Again’. 
From R129.99 

www.nextentertainment.co.za 


ACCURATE TEMPS ANYWHERE 


INSPECT 
THAT HIRE CAR 


TRAVEL FDRENSICS UV LIGHT 

Admit it, you’ve done some weird stuff in hire 
cars. The thing is, you’re not the only one. 

With this handy, portable UV light you can 
inspect the cleanliness of your out-of-town 
travel car and if need be, request a new 
one. Especially useful for germaphobes and 
suspicious partners. 

R125 

www.mantality.co.za 


THERMDDD 


TEMPERATURE GAUGE 

Thermodo is a passive temperature sensor 
in a 4 pole audio jack. An app converts its 
audio signal to accurate temperature 
readings. The optional extension cord 
means you can accurately check tyre, 
brakes and under bonnet temperatures 
for data logging - a must have in a race 
environment. 

From $30 (+/-R350) 
www.tiiermodo.com 


FAST & FURIDUS 7 
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A month in the life of our cars with Mazda, Chev, BMW, Toyota and Citroen 


t)UR CARS 



Executive 

outcomes 


HELLO 

THERE 

MONTH 1 

MAZDA 6 


Mazda has talked the talk, 
celebrating its Ford emancipation 
and extolling the virtues of its new 
generation of cars. Time to walk 
the walk. By Peter Frost 




W HEN MAZDA announced 
its Ford-free ‘return’ to South 
Africa a year ago, it pulled 
out all the stops - a group of 
journos went off to 
Hiroshima to drink the Kool-Aid and 
(hopefully) return as converts. Whole pages 
were devoted to explaining Mazda’s Kodo 
ethos, lots of blue sky thinking about 
archer’s arrows, accelerating cheetahs, 
subtlety filled with tension. You get the 
picture, lots of talk. 

All of which is just so much hot air wrapped in 
a pink ribbon if you make a dog. And dare I say, 
usually the more yada yada, the doggier the car. 
Usually. Fast forward to a couple of months ago. 
I had, frankly, not interacted with a Mazda 
since driving a B1600 off a bridge in Zimbabwe. 
And then our ex-editor delivered the news that 
Fd be looking after an executive Mazda 6 for a 
year. Weeks later, key fob in hand and filled 
with less than unbridled excitement I cruised 


the parkade and lucked out. I was led back to the 
beast and my current editor must have heard 
the unhinging of my jaw. ‘Nice hey?’ Nice 
doesn’t even begin to nail it. The 6 is a dancer, 
mid jete, a coiled cat, a plunging raptor, all the 
cliches. Really. 

It’s a call-and-response I’ve now become 
quite used to. Pull into a petrol station/ 
parkade/friend’s house; jaw drops, eyebrow 
up, window down, ‘nice hey?’ followed more 
often than not with ‘what is it?’. And there’s 
the rub - Mazda have not so much an 
identity problem as an (in) visibility problem. 
So for the next year I plan to spread the love 
with big trips to little places that are as 
invisible as the Mazda 6, in an effort to grow 
some awareness of this very fine piece of 
Eastern excellence. Up country soon to hear 
musos in the bush, Namaqualand to lie 
down with daisies, and then Calvinia and 
Carnarvon for the Vleisvees and Fly-in 
respectively. My job will be all the easier 


because the MOIlth 1 

good folk at U ps/downs 

Mazda HQ saw 
fit to deliver the wf 
2.2-htre diesel 
mated to a 
traditional 


Design, shove, finish 
Tight headroom, limited 
functionality on central 


touchscreen 


automatic 

gearbox. And if you’re wondering why that 
cause for celebration, let me just mention a 
few figures. Actually just one - 42oNm of 
torque. That’s right, enough indeed to pull 
Eskom out of its hole. 

And so to it. As well as biltong, 
geophytes and gyrocopters there will be 
space for quirks, niggles and compliments. 
First impressions suggest a peerless cruiser 
built to outlast the cockroaches, with a 
smidgen less headroom than it ought to 
have. And a locomotive’s pulling power. 
Let’s dance. 

O(a)pefrost 



LOGBOOK MAZDA6 2.2DE DYNAMIC 

> Odo reading start/now 60knn/1585knn > Distance covered 1525knn 

> Fuei consumed 117f > Av. Fuei consumption 7.67f/100km 

> Service intervai 15000km > Service cost Covered by 3-year/unlimited km service plan 

> Totai Fuel cost R1 340.00 > Oil cost nil > Running cost 87c/km 



At trail’s end 


GOODBYE 
MONTH 12 

CHEVROLET 

TRAILBLAZER 

2.8D4X4AT 


Like a mountain that 
occasionally spits fire, the 
Trailblazer is a solid, practical 
and reliable vehicle capable 
of short but explosive bursts 
of enthusiasm. 
Wayne Batty has been 
along for the ride 


B ehemoth arrived 

twelve months ago without 
much fanfare. Naturally it was 
allocated TopCar s tightest 
parking spot, just to test its 
parking sensors, reverse 
camera and the mettle of its new custodian 
- me. As the shortest on the editorial staff, 
climbing is the appropriate term for entering 
the Trailblazer and it is something I have 
done with increasing content over the last 
365 days. With no preconceptions I was as 
delighted as the rest of the team by the easy 
and intuitive operation of GM’s MyLink 
touchscreen system that pairs phones in 
seconds, the brilliantly effective aircon with 
separate second-row controls and the 


COUNT 
THE COST 


impressive amount of space and practicality 


Cost then R521600 
Cost now R575500 
Resale value R412100 (retail) 

Cost per km R1.27 
Cost per km including 
depreciation R7.22 


OUR CARS 


it offers. From the easy-fold-and-tip second 
row seats to the lidded storage box in the 
boot to the man-sized third row of seats that 
don’t require Olympic levels of human 
pretzel skills to access, the Trailblazer is a 
bakkie-based packaging marvel. Despite all 
seven seats seeing regular action their grey- 
hued leather shows very little to no sign of 
wear, even the dash and facia plastics that I 
reckoned would be scratch magnets have 
stood up well. 

Now a vehicle shaped and sized like this 
wouldn’t be proper without a big burly diesel 
powertrain, and the 2. 8 -litre turbodiesel 
delivering iqqkW and 50oNm bolted to an 
unflappable six-speed automatic sure fits the 
bill. With a broad personality range, the 
’Blazer is as happy to chug along with a lazy 


agricultural gunda gunda as it is to launch 
off the line like a branded bull. Thankfully it 
runs out of puff long before speeds get silly or 
a corner approaches. . . which is where you’re 
reminded very quickly that you’re not in a 
hot hatch. While the twisting tarmac of a 
mountain pass is not its natural habitat, the 
big Chevy is a decent road-tripper provided 
you can live with the constant chassis 
shimmy that permeates through the cabin 
from the suspension. Take it off-road though, 
and the Trailblazer shines. Over sand, rocks 
and gravel it never felt out of its depth as a 
go-pretty-much-anywhere family vehicle. 

As for fuel consumption, Chevrolet claims 
it’ll use 9.8L/iookm on the combined cycle. 
Over just short of 20000km we averaged 
10.37, achieving a single tank best of 9.32 and 


a worst of ii.qf /100km. 

Its first service, at 15000km, was handled 
efficiently and professionally (without special 
media privilege) by our local Chevrolet dealer 
with the R2 373 charge covered by the 5- 
year/90 000km service plan. Two recall 
campaigns - a Trailer Sway stability 
programme software update and a third-row 
seatbelt upgrade - were also completed 
during the service. There’s a recurring 
sentiment about this giant Chevy - honesty. 

It simply does what it is supposed to day in 
and day out. No shouty labels, no false 
promises and very few disappointments. It’s a 
rugged, utterly dependable and properly 
useful machine. But with the writing on the 
wall, it’s time take to send it back. 

So long Behemoth. 



raSteCKBrCHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER 2.8D LJZ A/T 

Odo reading at start/now 888/19 282km Distance covered 18 394km 
Fuel consumed 1903.71L Av: Fuel consumption 10.35f /100km 
- Service interval 1-year/15 000km Service cost Covered by 5-year/90 000km 
service plan Total fuel cost R23332.83_ Running cost lR1.27/km 


Ups/downs 


“T Injuitive" 

touchscreen c]gverly. 

packaged — Lack of body 
— Lazy gearbox ' 
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Ups/downs 


' Great service 
from Autoquip 
Tygenvalley 
— Punctures 



Don't ignore that irritating tyre pressure 
monitor, even if it seemingly resets itself all 
the time. Note to self... 

By Aaron Borrill 


■ JUST 

hate it 
when this 
happens. It 
comes without warning. Mild 
panic sets in and eventually 
there’s nothing else you can do but 
curse quietly. . .to yourself. I’m 
talking about that annoying 
puncture. Sometimes it may come 
in the form of a dangerous 
blow-out but if you’re lucky - like 
me - it might just be a nail or 
something minor. As a Top Car 
staffer I’m very fortunate to drive 
a long-term BMW that’s loaded 
with kit, including a tyre pressure 
monitoring system which began 
playing up a week ago. Most of 
the time I don’t get too alarmed 
when this happens as it’s usually 
just the cold winter temperatures 
wreaking havoc with the sensors, 
but I always check the pressures 
just to be safe. To my surprise all 
four tyres still looked okay so it 
was just a matter of resetting the 


system - or so I thought. . . Just a 
few days later the darn warning 
light returned, only this time, the 
right rear tyre was notably 
deflated. Thankfully Hunchy has 
run-flat tyres which are a boon if 
ever you’re stuck in the middle of 
nowhere and the nearest town is 
still a fair distance away. These 
tyres allow you to drive at speeds 
of up to 8okph for nearly 150km 
- mainly because the alloys have a 
special design that guarantees the 
tyre will not detach from the rim. 
Despite the run-flats it’s still a 
pretty disconcerting feeling 
driving around at low speed with 
the irritating sound of rubber 
squeaking under the sprung 
weight of the car. If unsalvageable 
replacing such a tyre can be an 
extremely costly exercise but in 
some circumstances a simple tyre 
plug can do the trick. Firstly 
however, you’ll need to find a tyre 
dealer to get the damage assessed. 
In my case and, much to my relief. 


^ Plug or 
replace? Pray it’s 
the former. We 
got lucky 



a simple plug was all that was 
needed. Phew! This together with 
balancing of all four wheels 
worked out to just R310. 
Everything was sorted efficiently 
by the chaps at Autoquip 
Tygervalley where the whole 
exercise took around 25 minutes 
to complete. 

To avoid such a situation I 
suggest that you check your 
pressures every time you fill up as 
well as monitor the general wear 
and tear. Who knows, you may 
prevent a nasty accident and avoid 
getting stranded in the middle of 
nowhere. 

OAaronBorrill 


LOGBOOK BMW M335i GT 

Odo reading start/now 55/6699knn Distance covered 4644knn 
Fuel consumed 659.47£ Av. Fuel consumption 9.8t/100knn 
Service interval 20000km Service cost Covered by 5-yr/100 000km 
maintenance plan Total fuel cost R8420.35 
running cost R1.25/km 


MONTH 3 

BMW 335i GT 






I 



Ups/downs 


Built for the outdo ors 
Found outside Woolies 


Six in the City? 


What lurks beneath 
that monster bonnet 
may surprise you. 

By Calvin Fisher 


TOYOTA LAND 
CRUISER PRADO 
3.0DTVX 


‘CURIOUSER AND curiouser’. 
Now, I don’t own a lot of khaki, 
nor a jerrycan and I don’t cure 
my own biltong. If you do, I 
don’t mean to alienate you. I’m 
really just admitting something 
about myself - let’s call it a 
character flaw. So here goes - 
I’m not truly at home on a 4x4 
course. I’m not useless. I know 
that I shouldn’t curl my thumbs 
around the steering wheel for 
fear of severing them in the 
twirly melee caused when the 
front wheels snag an obstinate 
bit of terra f Irma. I also know 
that speed (and by association 
sheer power) is not the 
solution to every obstacle, and 
I generally have an okay idea 
of which way the wheels are 
pointed plus an understanding 
of when I should leap out the 
driver’s side window and phone 
the recovery vehicle. But I’m a 
tarmac native, and at the helm 
of the rugged-as-a-military- 


tent Prado VX I’ll admit to 
having felt like an imposter 
these last two months. 

I enjoy a good statistic as 
much as the next petrolhead, 
so eventually, after several 
disinterested weeks I 
began peering at my VX’s 
accompanying spec sheet. I 
knew it was a diesel-powered 
auto due to engine chatter 
unheard of on anything this side 
of CAT-emblazoned farming 
equipment. I suspected it might 
have a three litre mill due to its 
3.0 badge but that could be a 
misnomer in today’s deceiving 
Zeitgeist. Armed with around 
fifty days of dieseling-about on 
school runs, meetings, errands 
and such, I was shocked to 
discover that while it was 
indeed a three litre burning 
the black stuff, it came in a tiny 
four-cylinder format. A four- 
pot in a two and a half tonne 
truck, you must be kidding? 


Downsizing to this degree 
has yielded success in the VW 
Amarok and now the new Volvo 
XC90 so I reckon it will suffice, 
but let’s revisit the numbers 
shall we? There’s 120kW and 
400Nm here. It saunters from 
0-100kph in around 11.7 seconds 
and has a top sailing speed of 
175kph (not sure what that is in 
knots) with an environmental 
and economical payload of 
224g/km C02 and 8.5^/100km. 
None of these figures get 
bandied about by the off-road 


manne, so why am I on my 
little soapbox about them? It’s 
simple. Because the Prado, my 
friend, despite what it says 
on the tin, is to SUVs what 
Corollas are to the compact 
sedan - common. Hell, they’re 
common even compared to 
Corollas where I commute, not 
something you’d have noticed 
if you don’t drive a Prado 
yourself. It’s as much a city 
car as an Etios, this thing. And 
I think those can be had with a 
four-cylinder engine too. 


LOGBOOK TOYOTA LAND CRUISER PRADO 3.0DT VX 

> Odo reading start/now 6889knn/25402km > Distance covered 
18513knn > Fuei consumed 11951.52£ > Av. fuel consumption 
9.5£/100knn > Service intervai 1-year/15 000km > Service cost 

Covered by 5-yr/90 000km Toyota Care Service Plan > Totai fuei cost 
R23415.3 > Running cost R1.26/km 
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Q styling by Pikachu 


The styling of the Nissan GT-R 
was inspired by Gundam robots, 
the Lexus LFA was inspired by 
Katana swords, so why on earth 
is our Frenchie styled to look like 
another Japanese cultural export 
- Pikachu from the Japanese 
anime series Pokemon (uncannily 
so should you come across one 
in yellow)? A curious one that, 
but the general consensus in the 
Leathern household is its looks are 
cute and disarming. 


O Wheeis and buttons... 
on the wheei 


Virtually all the functions 
are controlled by the central 
touchscreen but if you miss old- 
fashioned buttons you can still 
stab away to your heart’s content 
on the wheel. The scroll wheel 
aids the touchscreen functions 
intuitively and the buttons are 
backlit at night. Bonus. 


Q Cream cheese stirrer 


... And when you are 
summoned, you’re left dealing 
with the piece of work that 
is the five-speed ’box. Long 
in throw and slushy in gate, 
sporty it certainly is not, but 
the clutch bite point is reliable 
and changing gear is at least 
a rhythmic, full body sort of 
affair... like stirring a pail of 
cream cheese or kneading an 
imaginary dough ball with your 
one arm. I’ve completly adjusted 
to it over my two months with 
the car. 


I don’t want to bleat on about 
PSA Peugeot-Citroen’s class 
win in the 2015 International 
Engine of the Year Awards (in the 


hotly contested 1 .0- to 1 .4-litre 
class), but day-in, day-out the 
81kW/205Nm 1.2-litre e-THP 
continues to impress. 


Q Rev counter deletion 

I’ve gone through every menu on 
the touchscreen, even resorting 
to the handbook but the rev 
counter is still to be unearthed; 
likewise an engine temperature 
gauge. Instead you get a subtle 
suggestion to change up a gear 
when it thinks you’re exceeding 
your rev quota... 


LOGBOOK CITROEN C4 CACTUS 

> Odo reading start/now 2105/5 353knn > Distance covered 3248km 

> Fuel consumed 210.48£ > Average fuel consumption 6.48£/100km 

> Service interval 1-year/15 000km > Service cost Covered by 
5-year/100 000km service plan > Total fuel cost R2701.79 

> Running cost 87c/km 


Sacreblue 


MONTH 2 


CITROEN 


C4 CACTUS 


‘Quirky’, ‘avant-garde’, all 
the most obvious French- 
car adjectives attach to 
our Cactus long-termer 
efortlessly, as does another 
- ‘absolutely fabulous’. 

By Ray Leathern 


@This is what an award winning engine iooks iike 
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* TERMS & CONDITIONS: 


• TopCar reserves the right to select partftiparrts at its discretjorr. 

TopCaralso reserves the right to withhold participation to any selected party at its discretion. 

• Selected participants will be notified to days prior to the event. 

• Dates and other details a re subject to change without any prior commurttcatJon, 

• Participants must be older than 18 and In possession of a valid South African driver's license. 

• Participants are allowed to brlngonepartnerand will only be allowed to enter the Breakfast 
Run in the region in which they reside. 

• A buffet breakfast will be provided. All other costs, whether expressed or Implied, 
including transport to and from the Breakfast Run meeting point, and speeding fines^ 
including fines incurred on the Breakfast Run, are for the participant's account 

» Participants will have to sign an I ndemnity form before the start of the Breakfast Run and 
must obey alt traffic rules on the Breakfast Run itself. 




RRF.AKFA^^ Iltm 
DATES AMD 
RENDEZVOUS 
POINTS* 


19 September 2015 

Infiniti Centre Pinetown 
157 Did Pinetown 


1A November 2015 

Infiniti Centre Hatfield 1290 
Pretorius Street, Hatfield, 
Pretoria 


10 October 2015 

Infiniti Centre Cape Town 
Harbour Edge, 2 Hospital 
Street. Greenpoint 


13 February 2016 

Infiniti Centre Melrose 
89 Corlett Drive, 
lobannesburg 


The Infiniti 050 



ADVERTORIAL 



in the township while, in his own words, 
‘cruising in the Cruze’. 

Our first stop is at Orlando Stadium where 
Motale played many games for the 
Buccaneers over the years. 

‘It is cruising very well; everything is so 
soft, from the power steering and pedals. I 
like the space inside; it is very spacious. It 
is very comfortable and the passenger 
sitting right behind me as the driver also 
has space you know. Everyone is 
comfortable. Plus, as a family man I need a 
car like this for space.’ 

‘Now we are at the slaughterhouse,’ Motale 
announces as we arrive at Orlando Stadium. 

‘We used to call it the slaughterhouse, 
because that’s where we (Pirates) would 
mesmerise teams. It was my dream to play 
at Orlando and I enjoyed playing there. I 
could say the same about the Cruze. I’m 
driving a manual car at the moment and I 
thought that even though this Cruze is an 
automatic car, I was going to hear the gear 
changes, but I can’t hear anything,’ he says. 

Our videographer Aljoscha Kohlstock 
jumps off to film outside the stadium and on 
his return, he forgets to buckle up and the 
car-seat alarm goes off, much to Motale’s 
amusement. ‘This car is talking to me. It is 
telling me that I must tell my neighbour to 
fasten his belt,’ Motale smiles. 

From the Orlando Stadium, we pass by 
the famous Vilakazi street. This is where 
Mandela House is situated and Motale is 
well known in the area. As he enjoys some 
chats with old friends, the Cruze features 
heavily in the conversation as Motale 
throws in compliment after compliment. 
‘Heita da. How are things? We are 
cruising,’ he tells the nearby security 
guard, before commenting further on his 
ride for the day. 

‘Even when we get to the humps, 
the video man is not disturbed 
because this car just cruises. It goes 
smoothly,’ he tells me. ‘This street 
is going to become like Long 
street in Cape Town. We are in 
the heart of Soweto,’ he 
continues as he switches 
attention to the area frequented 
by tourists to view the house 
where South Africa’s late 
president Nelson Mandela and 
his family lived. 

As we cruise along to the 
Orlando Towers for our next and 
final stop, Magents adds: ‘The 
Cruze name is no fluke. This car 
deserves a name like that, because it 
cruises.’ 

We couldn’t agree more. 


LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT 


Former Bafana Bafana defender and Orlando Pirates captain 
Edward Motale never drove a Chevrolet and the day he did, it 
was love at first sight. By Tiyani wa ka Mabasa 


couldn’t wait to tackle somebody. I didn’t 
know who I was going to tackle, but I 
couldn’t wait. That day I earned my first 
win in the Derby - beating Chiefs is 
everyone’s 

dream because that’s when your C V reads 
very nicely ... Ah, everybody will love to 
read that CV!’ 

‘I was very excited when they said I’m 
going to drive around in the Chev, because 
I’m used to the Chev as a bakkie or van 
because that’s what you would normally see 
on TV in the past. I was looking forward to 
driving it, but I wasn’t sure I would find this 
comfort and luxury. I was expecting that 
after minutes of driving this car my back 
would be sore and now I just feel like 
driving to Cape Town... You can’t even feel 
it on the bumpy roads of Soweto,’ he adds. 

Feeling comfortable in the driver’s seat, 
Motale, who played seven games for 
Bafana Bafana in the left back position, 
was more than happy to show us 
around, especially the 
most popular places 


‘I’ve never driven \\ 
a Chev and it feels ^ 
like the first time I 
played in the Soweto 
Derby for Pirates’ 


OK 


f this car was a footballer, I would 
say it is skilful’ - that’s how 
Edward Motale described the 
Chevrolet Cruze, having spent a 
day driving the car around 
Soweto, one of the largest townships in 
South Africa. 

‘Magents’, as Motale was affectionately 
known in football circles during his heyday 
in the 90s, spent the better part of his 
teenage life in Soweto attending school at 
Orlando West High before going on to play 
for one of the country’s most-loved sides, 
Orlando Pirates. As we drive off, Motale 
compares the initial Chev driving 
experience with playing in his first Soweto 
Derby - arguably the biggest match on 
South Africa’s football calendar. 

‘I’ve never driven a Chev and it feels like 
the first time I played in the Soweto Derby 
for Pirates (against Kaizer Chiefs) - that 
excitement,’ Motale reminisces. ‘That was 
in 1994 at FNB Stadium and I 



o 


< 





GREAT POWER, 

GREAT ADVENTURE. 


Feel the dynamic 2.8 LTZ Duramax engine that churns out an impressive 500Nm* of torque. 
Perfectly complemented by the ultra-responsive six-speed gearbox. Enjoy style and comfort 
for seven with our hew dual-tone leather trim and premium interior, all this while enjoying 
hands-free functionality from the latest generation Chevrolet MyLink infotainment system, 
with rearview camera. Whether you are out on an adventure or towing up to 3 tons, we still 
offer you the smoothest, most comfortable ride. The open road beckons. , ’ 

Enjoy your Journey. 

*2.8 LTZ Auto models 


FINDNEWROADS 
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CAR 


Boom or bust 

It’s a great time to buy a car - if you have 
loads of cash or access to finance 

KEY INDICATORS - JUNE 2015 

INDUSTRY TOTAL 50251 1 PASSENGER CARS 33035 | LCV 14756 | EXPORTS 31422 


B lame who you win, and 

there are plenty of culprits out 
there, but what we are all seeing 
reflected in the vehicles sales 
reported to Naamsa in June is a 
scaling back. Consumers have had a long, 
hard look at S A’s economic growth 
prospects, balked at the plummeting value 
of the rand and taken caution from the 
threat of rising interest rates as inflation 
ratchets upwards. Most will have grunted in 
dismay at the price of a full tank of fuel, and 
cursed more than once as power switches 
were thrown in their residential or business 
area just as a day s work broke out or dinner 
was on the go. That’s not to even mention 
the current political upheaval. 

Would you buy a car when things are 
looking decidedly shaky? Fancy a long-term 
debt for an asset of declining value when 
employment is at an all-time low of 26.4%, 
businesses are firing not hiring, said asset 
costs a fortune to run and insure, and the 
fellows from Midnight Dealers want to relieve 
you of the burden and sell it for themselves 
across our borders? Damn right you do! If 
you can just secure finance. Because, for one, 
public transport is in serious disarray, our 
commuting distances are huge, modern cars 
are frugal, a cinch to drive and have become 
mobile entertainment stations - apart from 
being highly visible status-defining objects. 
South Africans love their cars and are 
prepared to spend a large slice of their 
income on mobility. 

Which is also why, nestled among the 
gloomy percentage declines in June, are some 
shiny nuggets, starting with a high count of 
super-premium purchases: 8 Ferraris, 129 
Porsches, 2713 Mercedes passenger cars, 2242 
BMWs. . . Those of means are still happy to 
splash out from their cash reserves, the stock 
market is hardly moribund, and all those 
offshore assets are performing very nicely. 


thank you. The main rout has been in the 
everyday fare, testimony to a squeezed 
middle class who are postponing dealer visits 
while they consider the options and settle 
layers of past debt. 

Ford meanwhile is talking up its success as 
the second-biggest brand with a 15.5% 
market share. Ranger is the country’s top 
seller (3019 units}, accounting for 7% of total 
volumes in the month and 22% of the LCV 
sector. Toyota is tops though, with a 19.3% 
market share and, despite sliding Hilux sales 
on the domestic front, a 27.3% slice of the 
LCV sector. 

Devalued buying power is not making the 
life of smaller importers any easier. The 
PCS A Group dropped to 259 passenger sales 
in the month, Mitsubishi Motors SA 
managed only 225 takers for its ageing 
line-up, Volvo’s premium pricing helped 
underwrite 216 sales, though one has to 
consider the business case for Fiat (116}, 
Subaru (101} , Mahindra (73}, and Tata (30). 
Porsche’s 129 units work off higher margins, 
and Renault is on the up with 1996 units, 
though concentrated on four models - the 
Clio, Captur, Duster and Sandero. Honda 
(527 units} and Suzuki (513} are hanging in 
there with a few forays into the volume 
sector (Brio, Mobilio, Ertiga, Celerio, Swift, 
for example} while Mazda is rebuilding 
volumes steadily (636 this month}. Korean 
imports via AMH and AAD are still strong, 
but, at 4053 units in the month are sliding 
down the upper volume rankings. 

Getting back to Naamsa’s June tally, the 
aggregate new vehicle market took a 4.8% 
knock year-on-year (from 52785 units in June 
2014}, with the passenger sector hardest hit, 
losing 6.6% (2332 units} y/y. The LCV sector 
made marginal gains of 233 units or 1.5% y/y, 
though medium commercials lost 103 units 
(11.4%} and heavy trucks and buses were 
down 322 units (16.3%}. 


Sales through the dealer channel fell 1.7% 
to a lowish 84.5%, with an uptick in rental 
industry demand (6.4%} and government 
(5.9%} and industry corporate fleets (3.2%}. 

Wesbank Motor division executive head 
Simphiwe Nghona notes that government 
purchases of 2483 units buoyed the LCV 
sector, and agrees with other analysts who 
attribute the ongoing slide in medium and 
heavy commercials to a parallel decline in 
business confidence, leading to extended 
replacement cycles. 

While all the indicators show consumers 
are also under pressure, as a result of higher 
personal taxes, four fuel price increases in 
2015 and car prices at an ‘all-time high’ due 
to the weak exchange rate, Wesbank has 
seen an 11.8% y/y surge in finance 
applications (of which new vehicles are 9.3% 
up and used up 13%}. However, a higher rate 
of applications being declined due to the 
more ‘prescriptive lending criteria’ required 
in terms of recent amendments to the 
National Credit Act. Standard Bank Asset 
Finance head Nicholas Nkosi finds a y/y 
increase in used over new vehicles being 
financed, a 5.1% gain in contract term (65.5 
to 68.8 months} and a 2.4% decline in 
average deal size (R296267 to R289140} as 
caution takes hold at this level of financing. 

As an aside, the FNB/BER Consumer 
Confidence Index for the second quarter of 
2015 has plummeted to levels last seen in 
1992/93, with steep declines across the 
spectrum of population and income groups, 
but particularly those in low-income bands. 
High income earners are being more 
cautious - despite some still on a splurge, as 
the month’s premium purchases show - but 
those with tighter budgets are holding off. 
That said, with the rand set to fall even 
further, and interest rates still pegged back, 
this might still be a good time to sign. E3 



Suzuki’s numbers are risihig^teadlly thanks to new 
additions Swift, Celerio and Ciaz (road test p48) 


1 02 TOPCAR.CO.ZA | September 201 5 
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01 

VW Polo Vivo/Vivo Sedan 

2134 

02 

Toyota Corolla/AurisQuest 

1771 

03 

VW Polo/Polo Sedan 

1640 

04 

Toyota Fortuner 

1353 

05 

Ford Fiesta 

1217 

06 

Toyota Etios 

1074 

07 

BMW 3 Series 

846 

08 

Ford Figo 

772 

09 

Ford EcoSport 

740 

10 

Renault Sandero II 

705 

11 

VW Golf 7 

557 

12 

Ford Focus 

512 

13 

Renault Clio IV 

496 

14 

Chevrolet Spark 

464 

15 

Renault Duster 

444 

16 

Ford Kuga 

359 

17 

Toyota Avanza 

330 

18 

VW Tiguan 

324 

19 

Toyota RAV 

321 

20 

Audi A3/Sportback/Cabrio 

307 

21 

Nissan X-Trail 

307 

22 

Renault Captur 

302 

23 

Datsun Go 

300 

24 

VW Jetta 6 

297 

25 

Opel Corsa 

277 

26 

Ford Ikon 

274 

27 

Audi A4/Allroad 

264 

28 

BMW 1 Series 

254 

29 

Mazda CX-5 

240 

30 

Mazda3 

234 

31 

Nissan Qashqai 

226 

32 

BMW 4 Series 

219 

33 

Chev Aveo 

217 

34 

VWUp 

203 

35 

Opel Mokka 

191 

36 

BMW X5 

180 

37 

Mini Hatch 5-dr & 3-dr 

179 

38 

Opel Adam 

169 

39 

BMW 2 Series 

164 

40 

Suzuki Swift 

162 

41 

Honda Jazz 

149 

42 

Chevrolet Cruze 

147 

43 

Jeep Renegade 

137 

44 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 

133 

45 

Toyota Prado 

127 

46 

Toyota Yaris 

127 

47 

L-R Discovery 4 

125 

48 

Honda Ballade 

120 

49 

Suzuki Jimny 

118 

50 

Audi A1 

112 

51 

Mazda2 

108 

52 

Audi Q5 

106 

53 

BMW X3 

106 

54 

L-R Range Rover Sport 

104 

55 

Land Rover Discovery Sport 

103 

56 

Honda Brio 

101 

57 

Audi Q3 

100 

58 

Chevrolet Captiva 

100 

59 

L-R Range Rover Evoque 

98 

60 

Jeep Compass 

93 

61 

Jeep Wrangler 

83 

62 

Nissan Almera 

81 

63 

Mitsubishi ASX 

80 

64 

Suzuki Celerio 

78 

65 

Mitsubishi Pajero 

77 

66 

BMW X6 

66 

67 

Peugeot 208 

66 


68 Honda CR-V 63 

69 Dodge Journey 59 

70 Nissan Juke 58 

71 Audi A5 57 

72 BMW X4 57 

73 Nissan Micra 57 

74 Subaru Forester 56 

75 VW T5 Caravelle/Kombi 55 

76 Toyota Land Cruiser 200 54 

77 Jeep Cherokee 53 

78 Porsche Cayenne 53 

79 Suzuki Ertiga 53 

80 Volvo XC60 53 

81 Fiat 500 52 

82 VW Touareg 52 

83 Chevrolet Trailblazer 51 

84 Volvo V40 50 

85 Volvo XC90 50 

86 VW Golf SV 50 

87 Mazda6 49 

88 Renault Megane III 49 

89 Mahindra XUV 47 

90 Infiniti Q50 46 

91 Citroen C4 Cactus 43 

92 Ford Fusion 41 

93 Chevrolet Sonic 40 

94 Ford Tourneo Connect 40 

95 Fiat 500X 40 

96 Citroen C4 38 

97 Opel Astra 38 

98 BMW 5 Series 37 

99 Lexus NX 37 

1 00 VW Caddy 37 

101 BMW XI 35 

102AudiTT 33 

1 03 Porsche Macan 33 

104 Toyota LandCruiser SW 33 

105 Mitsubishi Mirage 31 

106 Mitsubishi Pajero Sport 31 

107 Suzuki SX4 31 

108 Honda HR-V 31 

109AudiA6 Sedan 30 

110 Volvo V40CC 30 

111 BMWi8 29 

112 Honda Mobilio 29 

113 Suzuki Ciaz 29 

114 Honda Civic 27 

115 Peugeot 2008 27 

116 Porsche 911 26 

117 Lexus IS 25 

118 L-R Range Rover 25 

119 Mini Countryman 24 

1 20 Suzuki Splash 24 

121 Citroen Cl 23 

122 Nissan Sentra 23 

123 Subaru XV 23 

124 Lexus ES 21 

125 Nissan NV200 20 

1 26 Jaguar F-Type 1 9 

127 Jaguar XF 19 

128 Peugeot 308 19 

129 BMW i3 18 

1 30 Citroen DS4 18 

131 Audi Q7 17 

132 Toyota 86 17 

133 Chrysler 300C 16 

1 34 Volvo S60 16 


1 35 Suzuki Grand Vitara 1 5 

136 Tata Indica/Indigo/B-Line 15 

137 Volvo XC70 15 

1 38 Tata Indica Vista 14 

1 39 Toyota FJ Cruiser 1 4 

140 BMW 6 Series 13 

141 Chevrolet Orlando 13 

1 42 Subaru Outback 1 1 

1 43 Porsche Cayman/Boxster 1 0 

1 44 Subaru WRX 10 

145VWBeetle/Cabrio 10 

146VWScirocco 10 

147VWTouran 10 

148AlfaGiulietta 9 

149 Chrysler Voyager 9 

1 50 Citroen C4 Aircross 9 

151 Fiat Panda 9 

152 Mahindra Xylo 8 

153 Nissan GT-R 8 

154AudiA8 7 

155 BMW 7 Series 7 

1 56 Honda Accord 7 

157 Lexus LX 7 

1 58 Porsche Panamera 7 

159 Toyota Innova 7 

160VWCC 7 

1 61 Audi A7 Sportback 6 

162 Infiniti 0X80 6 

163 Jaguar XJ 6 

164 Mahindra Scorpio 6 

165 Mitsubishi Outlander 6 

166 Peugeot 3008 6 

1 67 SsangYong Korando 6 

168AudiR8 5 

1 69 Lexus RX 5 

170Mazda5 5 

171 Peugeot 107 5 

1 72 VW Golf A6/Cabriolet 5 

173 Mahindra Quanto 4 

174 Nissan Pathfinder 4 

175 Lexus CT 3 

176 Mini Roadster 3 

177Abarth500 2 

178 Alfa 4C 2 

179 Citroen DS3 2 

1 80 Citroen DS3 Cabrio 2 

181 Ferrari 458 Speciale 2 

182 Ferrari California 2 

1 83 Ferrari FF 2 

184 Jeep Patriot 2 

185 Mini Paceman 2 

1 86 SsangYong Rexton 2 

1 87 Suzuki Kizashi 2 

188 Volvo V60 2 


189 BMW Z4 

190 Ferrari 458 Italia 

191 Ferrari FI 2 

192 Fiat 500L 

193 Fiat Doblo 

194 Infiniti 0X70 

195 Lexus GS 

1 96 Mini Convertible 

197 Mini Coupe 

198 Nissan Leaf 

199 Peugeot RCZ 

200 Subaru Legacy 

201 Suzuki Alto 


01 Ford Ranger 

3019 

02 Toyota Hilux 

2912 

03 Nissan NP200 

1977 

04 Chev Utility 

1468 

05 Isuzu KB 

1376 

06 Toyota Quantum 

808 

07 Nissan NP300 Hardbody 

520 

08 Toyota Land Cruiser Pick-up 

327 

09 Volkswagen Amarok 

310 

10 Nissan Navara 

136 

11 Mazda BT-50 

134 

12 VW Caddy 

116 

13 Ford Transit 

100 

14 Mahindra Scorpio Pik-up 

88 

15 Mahindra Bolero 

86 

16 Nissan NV350 Taxi 

81 

17 Nissan NV200 

55 

18 Nissan Hardbody 

55 

19 Tata Super Ace 

53 

20 Mitsubishi Triton 

49 

21 Chev Spark 

35 

22 VW T5 Transporter Crew Bus 

; 34 

23 Nissan NV350 

33 

24 JMC Boarding 

32 

25 Land Rover Defender Pick-up 30 

26 Tata Telcoline/Worker 

23 

27 Tata Xenon 

21 

28 Ford Transit Connect 

20 

29 VW T5 Transporter Pick-up 

20 

30 VW T5 Transporter Panel Van 19 

31 Toyota Avanza 

17 

32 Fiat Fiorino 

16 

33 JMC Carrying 

12 

34 Changan Star II 

11 

35 Mahindra Genio 

10 

36 Peugeot Partner 

9 

37 JMCVigus 

5 

38 Citroen Relay 

5 

39 SsangYong Actyon Sports 

4 

40 Renault Kangoo 

4 

41 Fiat Ducato 

4 

42 Fiat Doblo Cargo 

3 

43 Suzuki Gypsy 

3 


TOP 20 DOMESTIC 

Toyota 

9712 

FMC 

7115 

Volkswagen Group SA 

6934 

GMSA/lsuzu Tructe 

5024 

AMH/AAD 

4053 

Nissan 

3997 

MBSA 

3360 

BMW Group 

2242 

Renault 

2000 

Mazda Southern Africa 

770 

Chrysler SA 

585 

Jaguar Land Rover 

529 

Honda 

527 

Suzuki Auto 

516 

Volvo Group Southern Africa 

402 

PCSA 

282 

Mitsubishi Motors SA 

274 

GWM 

271 

Mahindra 

261 

Tata 

216 

TOP 10 EXPORTERS 

MBSA 

8102 

FMC 

6159 

BMW Group 

5704 

VWSA 

5631 

Toyota 

4390 

Nissan 

709 

GMSA/lsuzu Trucks 

542 

Honda 

37 

MAN 

28 

Volvo Group Southern Africa 

27 



GBU. 

The Good, the Bad & the Ugly 


Entries in red are TopCar’s actuai test figures. 

Verdicts are TopCar^s own opinions. 

L/100: combined cycie fuei consumption in iitres per 100km 
P/T: Powertrain detaiis - cyiinders/capacity in iitres pius 
T-Turbo,S-SuperchargedJD-Turbo Diesei,e- Hybrid Eiectric 
NB! Prices inciude CO 2 emissions tax where appiicabie and 
shouid be seen as indicative oniy 

GEARBOX KEY: 

M - Manual 
A - Automatic 
S - Automated manual 
D - Dual-clutch automated manual 
C - Continuously variable 
/ followed by the number of ratios 
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ABARTH 


tm 1 

VERDICT 1 Slightly mad, but entirely loveable 


595 

595 turismo 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

324 900 6.5 155 7.4 4/1.4T 118 230 IVI/5 

595 turismo auto 

340 900 6.5 151 7.6 4/1.4T 118 230 S/5 

595 turismo Cabriolet 

364 900 6.5 155 7.4 4/1 .4T 118 230 IVI/5 

595 turismo Cabriolet auto 

380 900 6.5 151 7.6 4/1.4T 118 230 S/5 




MiTo 

1.4TBi Distinctive 


1.4TBi Quadrifoglio Verde 


6.0 139 7.3 4/1 .4T 125 250 D/6 


VERDICT I Fine Golf alternative, stylish and grippy 


4C 


VERDICT I Alfa’s lightweight is a heavyweight Cayman rival 


Volante Carbon Edition 
Volante GT 


POA 

POA 


14.3 333 4.6 V12/5.9 380 620 A/6 

14.3 333 4.5 V12/5.9 403 620 A/6 


RAPIDES 


VERDICT I Tight in the back, but you’ll be driving anyway 


ALFA ROMEO 

VERDICT I Characterful Alfa let down by Punto underpinnings 


RAPIDE 

Rapide S 


PRICE 

POA 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

14.3 332 4.9 V12/5.9 410 620 A/6 



VANQUISH 


VERDICT I Aston presses Ctrl Alt F12. Proper Ferrari rival 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 12.8 298 3.8 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

304 400 5.6 129 8.4 4/1.4T 100 206 IVI/5 


GIULIETTA 

1.4TBI Distinctive 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

355 400 5.8 134 7.8 4/1.4T 125 250 M/6 

1.4TBi Exclusive 

388 900 5.2 121 7.7 4/1 .4T 125 250 D/6 

1750TBi Quadrifoglio Verde 

432 900 7.0 162 6.0 4/1.7T 177 340 D/6 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 070 000 6.8 157 4.5 4/1.7T 177 350 D/6 


coupe Carbon Edition 

Volante 


POA 

POA 


12.8 298 3.8 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 

12.8 298 4.0 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 


Volante Carbon Edition 


12.8 298 4.0 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 


AUDI 


VERDICT I Top marks for Audi’s premium baby 


A1/S1 

3-door 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


265 000 4.2 97 10.9 3/1.0T 70 160 IVI/5 


282 500 4.4 102 10.9 3/1.0T 70 160 D/7 


.298 500 4.9 115 8.8 4/1.4T 92 200 M/6 


1.4TSE auto 


316 000 4.9 112 8.8 4/1.4T 92 200 D/7 


1.8T Sport 

SI quattro 

Sportback 


382 500 
452 500 


5.6 129 6.8 4/1. 8T 
7.0 162 5.8 4/2.0T 


141 250 D/7 
170 370 M/6 


ASTON MARTIN 

VANTAGE 


1 VERDICT 1 Subtle tweaks make for the best Vantage yet 

VANTAGE 

coupe 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

V8 Vantage 

POA 13.8 321 4.9 V8/4.7 313 470 M/6 

V8 Vantage auto 

POA 12.9 299 5.3 V8/4.7 313 470 S/7 

V8 Vantage N430 

POA 13.8 321 4.8 V8/4.7 321 490 M/6 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 

POA 12.9 299 4.8 V8/4.7 321 490 S/7 

V8 Vantage S 

POA 13.8 321 4.5 V8/4.7 321 490 M/6 

V8 Vantage S auto 

POA 12.8 296 4.5 V8/4.7 321 490 S/7 

VI 2 Vantage S 

POA 14.7 343 3.9 V12/5.9 421 620 S/7 

roadster 


V8 Vantage 

POA 13.8 321 5.1 V8/4.7 313 470 M/6 

V8 Vantage auto 

POA 12.9 299 5.1 V8/4.7 313 470 S/7 

V8 Vantage N430 

POA 13.8 321 5.0 V8/4.7 321 490 M/6 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 

POA 12.9 299 5.0 V8/4.7 321 490 S/7 

V8 Vantage S 

POA 13.8 321 4.5 V8/4.7 321 490 M/6 

V8 Vantage S auto 

POA 12.8 296 4.5 V8/4.7 321 490 S/7 

VI 2 Vantage S 

POA 14.7 343 4.0 V12/5.9 421 620 S/7 





1 VERDICT 1 Even prettier now thanks to adopted Virage bits 



1.0TS 

272 500 

4.2 

97 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

70 

160 

M/6 

1 .OT S auto 

290 000 

-did. 

J02_ 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

dd 


_D/^ 

1.4TSE 

306 000 

5.1 

118 

8.9 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4T SE auto 

^ 323 500 

4.9 

112 

8.9 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.8T Sport 

390 000 

5.6 

129 

6.9 

4/1. 8T 

141 

250 

D/7 

SI quattro 

460 000 

7.1 

166 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

170 

370 

M/6 


IA3/S3 






1 



1 VERDICT 1 Quality cabin, excellent powertrains, added agility 



m 

A3/S3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









1.2TS 

326 000 

4.9 

114 

10.3 

4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.4TS 

334 000 

5.2 

120 


4/1 .4T 


200 

M/6 

1.4T S auto 

351 000 

4.9 

114 

9.2 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

D/7 

1.6TDIS 

368 500 

3.9 

102 

10.7 4/1 .6TD 

77 

250 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

371 500 

5.8 

135 

7.1 

4/1 .8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

1.8TSE auto 

388 500 

5.6 

130 

dd. 

4/1 .8T 


250 

D/7 

1.8T guattro 

427 500 

6.6 

152 

7.94 

4/1 .8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 guattro 

524 000 

7.0 

162 

4.9 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

M/6 

S3 guattro auto 

541 000 

6.9 

159 

5.2 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

Sportback 


DB9 

coupe 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 14.3 333 4.6 V12/5.9 380 620 A/6 

coupe Carbon Edition 

POA 14.3 333 4.6 V12/5.9 380 620 A/6 

coupe GT 

POA 14.3 333 4.5 V12/5.9 403 620 A/6 

Volante 

POA 14.3 333 4.6 V12/5.9 380 620 A/6 


1.2TS 333 500 _ 4.9__114_10,5_ 4/1.2T 77 .175 M/6, 


1.4TS 

341 500 

5.3 

123 

9.5 4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSauto 

358 500 

5.0 

116 

9.3 4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

D/7 

1.6TDIS 

376 000 

3.9 

102 

10.9 4/1.6TD 

77 

250 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

379 000 

5.8 

135 

7.2 4/1 .8T 

132 

250 

M/6 

1.8TSE auto 

396 000 

5.6 

130 

7.3 4/1 .8T 

132 

250 

D/7 


2.0TDI SE 

413 000 

4.5 

119 

8.4 

4/2.0TD 

110 

320 

D/6 

1.8T quattro 

435 000 

6.6 

152 

6.8 

4/1. 8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 quattro 

548 500 

6.9 

160 

5.1 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

sedan 

1.4TSE 

369 500 

5.3 

122 

9.4 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSEauto 

386 500 

5.0 

116 

9.3 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

389 000 

5.8 

135 

diL 

4/1 8T 


_250_ 

M/6 

1.8T SE auto 

406 000 

5,6 

129 

7.3 

4/1.61 

132 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI SE 

423 000 

4.5 

118 

8.4 

4/2.0TD 

110 

320 

D/6 

1.8T quattro 

445 000 

6.5 

149 

6.8 

4/1. 8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 quattro 

558 500 

6.9 

159 

5.0 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

cabriolet 

1.4TS 

444 000 

5.3 

124 

10.2 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1 .4T S auto 

461 000 

5.1 

120 

10.2 

4/1 .4T 

92 

200 

D/7 

1.8TSE 

474 000 

6.0 


dL 

4/1. 8T 


250 

_M/^ 

1.8T SE auto 

491 000 

5.8 

133 

7.8 

4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

D/7 

S3 quattro 

641 500 

7.1 

165 

5.4 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 


03/RS03 

1 




VERDICT 1 Small style tweak, same Audi Q-car desirability 

1 » 


« 

Q3 / RS Q3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4TS 

402 500 

5.5 

133 

9.2 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

M/6 

1 .4T S auto 

419 500 

5.8 

138 

8.9 

4/1 .4T 

110 

250 

D/6 

2.0T quattro 

499 000 

6.5 

150 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

132 

320 

D/7 

2.0TDI quattro 

515 000 

5.3 

139 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

D/7 

RS Q3 quattro 

769 500 

8.4 

198 

4.8 

5/2.5T 

250 

450 

D/7 


IA4/S4/RS4 





VERDICT 1 Smarter A4 now a better steer. Punchy S4 superb 


. 

M 


A4/S4/RS4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.8T88kWS 

371 500 

6.5 

151 

10.5 

4/1. 8T 

88 

230 

M/6 

1.8TS 

398 000 

5.7 

134 

8.1 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

1.8T S auto 

415 000 

5.8 

134 

8.3 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

1.8TSE 

413 000 

5.7 

134 

8.1 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

1.8TSEauto 

430 000 

5.8 

134 

8.3 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

2.0TDIeS 

404 500 

4.5 

119 

9.2 

4/2.0TD 

105 

320 

M/6 

2.0TDI S 

423 500 

4.8 

127 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TDI SE 

421 500 

4.6 

120 

8.2 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

M/6 

2.0TDI SE auto 

438 500 

4.8 

127 

7.9 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TSE 

473 000 

5.9 

138 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

C/V 

2.0T quattro 

553 000 

6.6 

152 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

603 500 

5.7 

149 

5.9 

V6/3.0TD 180 

500 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

605 000 

8.1 

190 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

S4 quattro 

744 500 

7.7 

178 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

allroad quattro 

2.0T 

525 000 

7.0 

164 

6.9 

4/2,0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

2.0TDI 

530 500 

6.0 

156 7.98 4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

D/7 

Avant 

S4 quattro 

761 500 

7.8 

180 

5.1 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

RS4 quattro 

1 039 000 

10.7 

249 

4.83 

V8/4.2 

331 

430 

D/7 













THE GCX)D, THE BAD & THE UGLY 105 


105 /SQ5 


VERDICT I Audi’s best Q-car, and a happy home for quattro 


900 000 10.7 249 6.9 V6/3.0S 245 440 A/8 


Q5/SQ5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0T S quattro 

559 000 

7.5 

174 

8.5 

4/2.0T 

132 

320 

M/6 

2.0TDI S quattro 

565 000 

5.9 

154 

9.0 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

M/6 

2.0TDI S quattro auto 

582 000 

6.0 

159 

9.0 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

D/7 

2.0T SE quattro 

636 000 

7.9 

184 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

A/8 

3.0T SE quattro 

722 500 

8.5 

199 

5.9 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

A/8 

3.0TDI SE quattro 

742 000 

6.4 

169 

6.5 V6/3.0TD 

180 

580 

D/7 

SQ5 TDI quattro 

867 000 

6.8 

179 

5.55V6/3.0TD 230 

650 

A/8 


sm 

VERDICT 1 Sharper looks, tech and drive for 3rd-gen TT 


TT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









2.0T 

558 000 

6.3 

148 

6,0 

4/2.0T 

169 

370 

D/6 

2.0T quattro 

642 000 

6.4 

151 

5.82 

4/2.0T 

169 

370 

D/6 


A5/S5/RS5 

1 

VERDICT 1 Audi’s master plan takes shape 


A5 / S5 / RS5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Sportback 









1.8TSE 

473 000 

5.8 

136 

8.2 

4/1 .8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

1.8TSE auto 

490 000 

5.9 

136 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

2.0TDI SE 

518 000 

4.8 



_4£j0^ 

130 

380 

C/v 

2.0T SE 

544 500 

5.9 

138 

7.0 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

C/V 

2.0T quattro 

568 500 

6.6 

152 

6.5 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

672 500 

5.8 

152 

6.2 V6/3.0TD 

180 

500 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

675 000 

7.7 

178 

6.0 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

S5 quattro 

791 500 

7.7 

179 

5.1 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

coupe 

1.8TSE 

483 000 

5.7 

134 

7.9 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

1.8TSE auto 

500 000 

5.8 


8.2 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

2.0TDI SE 

521 000 

4.7 

123 

7.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0T SE 

, 548 000 

5.9 

138 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

C/V 

2.0T quattro 

571 500 

6.6 

152 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

674 000 

5.8 

152 

6.2 V6/3.0TD 

180 

500 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

676 000 

7.5 

174 

5.8 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

S5 quattro 

791 000 

7.7 

178 

4.9 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

RS5 quattro 

1 029 500 

10.5 

246 

4.48 

V8/4.2 

331 

430 

D/7 

cabriolet 

1.8TSE 

543 000 

6.2 

143 

8.7 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

1.8T SE auto 

560 000 

6.2 

143 

8.9 

4/1. 8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

2.0TDI SE 

594 000 

5.0 

132 

8.3 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

2.0TSE 

620 500 

6.3 

148 

7.4 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

C/V 

2.0T quattro 

645 000 

6.9 

159 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

749 500 

5.8 

152 

6.3 V6/3.0TD 

180 

500 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

751 500 

7.8 

181 

6.3 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

S5 quattro 

868 500 

7.9 

184 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

RS5 quattro 

1 110 000 

10.7 

249 

4.9 

V8/4.2 

331 

430 

D/7 











1 A6/S6 



VERDICT 1 Bland, but big, powerful and beautifully engineered 

c 


A 6 /S 6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.8T 

601 000 

5.7 

133 

7.9 

4/1. 8T 

140 

320 

D/7 

S6 quattro 

1 054 500 

9.2 

214 

4.4 

V8/4.0T 

331 

550 

D/7 











1 A7/ 87/ RS7 SPORTBACK 

1 •im 


VERDICT 1 Competent and pretty cruiser, but is that enough? 


A7 / S7 / RS7 SPORTBACK 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

A7 3.0TDI quattro 

943 500 

5.2 

136 

5.7 V6/3.0TD 200 

580 

D/7 

A7 3.0TDI BiT quattro 

1 040 000 

6.1 

162 

5.2 V6/3.0TD 235 

650 

A/8 

S7 quattro 

1 176 500 

9.3 

215 

4.6 

V8/4.0T 

331 

550 

D/7 

RS7 quattro 

1 596 000 

9.5 

221 

3.9 

V8/4.0T 

412 

700 

A/8 




L97 


VERDICT I Vorsprung durch overkill 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

855 500 7.4 195 7.8 V6/3.0TD 180 550 A/8 


1 055 000 9.9 242 6.54 V8/4.1TD 250 760 A/6 


A8/S8/A8L 


VERDICT I Packed with tech, but still needs board approval 


A 8 /S 8 /A 8 L 

A 8 /S 8 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


3.0TDI quattro 

4.2TDI quattro 

S8 quattro 


1 182 000 5.9 155 5.9 V6/3.0TD 190 580 A/8 

1 514 000 7.4 194 4.7 V8/4.1TD 283 850 A/8 

1 544 500 9.6 225 4.25 V8/4.0T 382 650 A/8 


A 8 L 


3.0TDI quattro 

4.2TDI quattro 

6.3 W12 quattro 


1 349 500 6.0 158 6.1 V6/3.0TD 190 580 A/8 

1 684 000 7.5 197 4.9 V8/4.1TD 283 850 A/8 

2 048 500 11.3 264 4.6 W12/6.3 368 625 A/8 


R8 


VERDICT I Proper supercar dynamics and styling, Audi build 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


1 655 000 12.4 289 4.3 V8/4.2 316 430 D/7 


2 206 000 13.1 305 3.6 V10/5.2 386 530 D/7 


5.2 VI 0 plus quattro 

Spyder 


2 510 500 12.9 299 3.57 V10/5.2 404 540 D/7 


1 824 500 12.6 294 4.63 V8/4.2 316 430 D/7 


2 375 000 13.3 310 3.8 V10/5.2 386 530 D/7 


BENTLEY 


VERDICT I Heavyweight GT continues to age like fine wine 


CONTINENTAL GT 
coupe 

GT V8 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


3 650 000 10.5 246 4.8 V8/4.0T 373 660 A/8 


GTV8S 


3 920 000 10.5 246 4.5 V8/4.0T 389 680 A/8 


4 120 000 14.1 327 4.5 W12/6.0T 434 720 A/8 


4 788 000 14.5 338 4.2 W12/6.0T 467 820 A/8 


3 870 000 10.9 254 5.0 V8/4.0T 373 660 A/8 


4 330 000 10.9 254 4.7 V8/4.0T 389 680 A/8 


.4 430 000 14.2 330 4.7 W12/6.0T 434 720 A/8 


5 100 000 14.9 347 4.4 W12/6.0T 467 820 A/8 


FLYING SPUR 


VERDICT I Punchier, faster and prettier new four-door Conti 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

3 795 000 10.9 254 5.2 V8/4.0T 373 660 A/8 


4 445 000 14.7 343 4.6 W12/6.0T 460 800 A/8 


VERDICT I First really new Bentley in decades. They nailed it 


MULSANNE 

Mulsanne 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6 825 000 14.6 342 5.3 V8/6.8T 377 1020 A/8 


7 500 000 14.6 342 4.9 V8/6.8T 395 1100 A/8 


BMW 

1 

VERDICT 1 Joy is in the eye of the steering wheel holder 




1 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









118i 

342 000 


lip 

p.p 

3/1. 5T 


22p 

M/6 

118i auto 

360 900 

4.8 

112 

8.7 

3/1 .5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

120i 

364 642 

5.8 

136 

7.4 

4/1. 6T 

130 

250 

M/6 

120i auto 

383 234 

5.7 

133 

7.2 

4/1 .6T 

130 

250 

A/8 

125i 

437 488 

6.6 

154 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

M/6 

125i auto 

457 973 

6.3 

148 

6.79 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

A/8 

M135i 

540 477 

8.0 

188 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M135i auto 

560 243 

7.5 

175 

4.9 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

5-door 

118i 

351 000 

5.0 

116 

8.5 

3/1 .5T 

100 

220 

M/6 



118i auto 

369 900 

4.8 

112 

8.7 

3/1 .5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

120i 

374 142 

5.8 

136 

7.2 

4/1 .6T 

130 

250 

M/6 

120i auto 

392 734 

5.7 

133 

7.4 

4/1 .6T 

130 

250 

A/8 

120d 

410 500 

4.1 

108 

7J_ 

4/2.0TD 

140 

380 

M/6 

120d auto 

429 4X10 

-^.3- 

103 


140 

380 

A/8 

125i 

446 488 

6.6 

154 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

M/6 

125i auto 

466 973 

6.3 

148 

6.2 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

A/8 

M135i 

549 977 

8.0 

188 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M135i auto 

569 743 

7.5 

175 

4.9 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 











VERDICT 1 

3 Series wagon lures the X-ophiles 






XI 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sDrive18i 

402 656 

7.7 

180 

9.7 

4/2.0 

110 

200 

M/6 

sDrive18i auto 419 769 

7.9 

185 

10.4 

4/2.0 

110 

200 

A/6 

sDrive20i 

427 309 

6.9 

162 

7.4 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

sDrive20i auto 444 796 

6.7 

157 

7.7 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

sDrive20d 

441 923 

4.9 

129 

7.8 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

M/6 

sDrive20d auto 460 539 

5.0 

135 

7.9 4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

A/8 

xDrive20i 

482 746 

7,5 

176 

7,8 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

xDrive20i auto 499 822 

7.1 

167 

7.9 

4/2,0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

xDrive20d 

497 565 

5.5 

145 

8.1 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

M/6 

xDrive20d auto 515 360 



8.1 


135 

380 

A/8 

xDrive28i 

554 925 

7.2 

168 

6.82 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 


1 2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER 


VERDICT 

1 Niche-filling front-wheel drive ‘B-Class’ 

1 

2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

218i 

380 000 

5.1 

118 

9.2 

3/1 .5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

218i auto 

399 105 

5.2 

122 

10.11 

3/1 .5T 

100 

220 

A/6 

220i 

405 052 

6.0 

140 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

141 

280 

M/6 

220i auto 

423 234 

5.7 

133 

7.4 

4/2. OT 

141 

280 

A/8 

220d 

430 500 

4.5 

117 

7.6 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

M/6 

220d auto 

449 400 

4.3 

JI 4 , 

7.5 4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

225i auto 

450 847 

5,9 

138 

6.6 

4/2.0T 

170 

350 

A/8 


1 2 SERIES 















VERDICT 1 Slinkier, sportier, and less squint 1 Series 

If 

2 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









220i 

413 257 

6.1 

142 

7.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

220i auto 

. 431 336 

5.7 

134 

7.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

220d 

443 500 

4.5 

119 

7.2 

4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

M/6 

220d auto 

462 400 

_4j^ 




135 

380 

A/8 

228i 

452 988 

6.6 

154 

5.8 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

228i auto 

^ 471 273 

6.3 

148 

5.7 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

M235i 

567 079 

8.1 

189 

5.44 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M235i auto 

586 846 

7.6 

176 

4.8 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

convertible 

220i 

489 783 

6.5 

152 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

220i auto 

507 862 

6.2 

144 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

228i 

529 001 

6.8 

159 

6.1 

_4/Z0^ 

180 

350 

_M/^^ 

228i auto 

547 388 

6.6 

154 

6.0 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

M235i 

651 605 

8.5 

199 

5.2 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M235i auto 

671 166 

7.9 

184 

5.0 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 


1 3 SERIES/ M3 

4 


VERDICT 1 

A little less involving, a lot more refined 


m 

3 SERIES/ M3 PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

318i 

409 000 

5.1 

119 

8.9 

3/1 .5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

31 8i auto 

427 900 

5.0 

116 

9.1 

3/1 .5T 

100 

220 

A/8 

320i 

443 821 

5,5 

128 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

135 

290 

M/6 

320i auto 

462 310 

5.3 



4/2 OT 

135 

290 

A/8 

320d 

472 000 

4.0 

106 

7.3 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

M/6 

320d auto 

490 900 

4.0 

106 

7.2 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

330i 

518 360 

6.1 

143 

5.9 

4/2.0T 

185 

350 

M/6 

330i auto 

535 823 

5.5 


5.8 

4/2.0T 


350 

A/8 

330d 

596 923 

4.9 

129 

5.6 

6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

340i 

659 283 

6.5 

152 

5.1 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 



Standing still has 
never looked so fast. 

Aerodynamic kit - R22 830 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 


O&M CAPE TOWN SI 448/E 













106 THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


M3 

1 016118 8,8 204 4.3. 6/.3,.QT 31.7 .5511 M/_6 

M3 auto 

1 065 992 8.3 194 4.1 6/3.0T 317 550 D/7 



1 3 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 


1 VERDICT 1 A 3 Series tailored for rear seat passengers 

IP <i(pr 

3 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 

320i GT 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

478 386 6.6 153 7.9 4/2.0T 

KW NM GEAR 

135 270 M/6 

320i GT auto 

496 465 6.2 145 7.9 4/2,0T 135 270 A/8 

320d GT 

509 423 4.9 129 8.0 4/2.0TD 135 380 M/6 

320d GT auto 

528 323 4.9 129 7.9 4/2.0TD 135 380 A/8 

328i GT 

550 194 6.7 156 6.1 4/2.0T 180 350 M/6 

328i GT auto 

568 375 6.4 149 6.1 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

335i GT 

693 951 7.7 178 5.8 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 



113 


1 VERDICT 1 The premium-electric age starts here | 

13 

eDrive 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

532 500 0.0 0 7.2 elec 

KW NM GEAR 

125 250 A/E 

eDrive REx 

602 500 0.6 13 7.9 e+2/0.65 125 250 A/E 





1 VERDICT 1 Finally, Three is more than half of Five 

X3 

xDrive20i 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

548 938 7.4 173 8.4 4/2.0T 135 270 M/6 

xDrive20i auto 

566 607 6.9 161 8.2 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 

xDrive20d 

578 629 5.0 131 8.1 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 

xDrive28i 

648 809 7.0 162 6.5 4/2.0T 180 400 A/8 

xDrive30d 

733 975 5.7 149 5.9 6/3.0TD 190 560 A/8 

xDrive35i 

758 990 8.3 193 5.6 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 



1 4 SERIES /M4 


1 VERDICT 1 Two-door 3 now called 4. Turbo M4 rather special 

4 SERIES /M4 

Gran Coupe 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4201 

508 475 6.4 149 7.5 4/2.0T 135 270 M/6 

4201 auto 

526 657 6.1 142 7.6 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 

420d 

,539 910 4.7 124 7.7 4/2.0TD 135 380 M/6 

420d auto 

558 503 4.6 121 7.5 4/2.0TD 135 380 A/8 

4281 

587 488 6.6 154 6.1 4/2.0T 180 350 M/6 

4281 auto 

605 670 6.3 147 6.0 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

4351 

, 754 540 7.5 174 5.2 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 

coupe 


4201 

507 962 6.1 144 7.3 4/2.0T 135 270 M/6 

4201 auto 

526 349 6.0 139 7.3 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 

420d 

, 539 410 4.7 124 7.5 4/2.0TD 135 380 M/8 

420d auto 

558 003 4.6 121 7.3 4/2.0TD 135 380 A/8 

4281 

586 988 6.6 154 5.9 4/2.0T 180 350 M/6 

4281 auto 

605170 6.3 147 5.8 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

4351 

754 027 7.2 169 5.62 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 

M4 

1 068118 8.8 204 4.3 6/3.0T 317 550 M/6 

M4 auto 

1 117 992 8.3 194 4.65 6/3.0T 317 550 D/7 

convertible 


420i 

599 001 6.8 159 8.2 4/2.0T 135 270 M/6 

420i auto 

617 388 6.6 154 8.3 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 

428i 

696 501 6.8 159 6.4 4/2.0T 180 350 M/6 

428i auto 

714 888 6.6 154 6.4 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

435i 

857 746 7.5 176 5.5 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 

M4 

1 213 042 9.1 213 4.6 6/3.0T 317 550 M/6 

M4 auto 

1 262 916 8.7 203 4.4 6/3.0T 317 550 D/7 





1 VERDICT 1 X3 slips into something a little sportier 

X4 

xDrive20i 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

661 707 6.9 161 8.1 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 

xDrive20d 

664 629 5.0 131 8.0 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 

xDrive28i 

725 809 7.0 162 6.4 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

xDriveSOd 

811 475 5.7 149 5.8 6/3.0TD 190 560 A/8 

xDrive35i 

820 990 8.3 193 5.5 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 






1 169 246 7.6 176 5.5 6/3.0T 235 450 A/8 


VERDICT I Z4 with broacl(er) appeal 


Z4 

sDrive20i 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

586 501 6.8 159 6.9 4/2.0T 135 270 M/6 

sDrive20i auto 

607 201 6.8 159 7.2 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 

sDrive28i 

670 001 6.8 159 5.7 4/2.0T 180 350 M/6 

sDrive28i auto 

690 701 6.8 159 5.7 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

sDrive35i 

836 657 9.4 219 5.2 6/3.0T 225 400 M/6 

sDrive35i auto 

867 137 9.1 211 5.1 6/3.0T 225 400 D/7 

sDrive35is 

923 337 9.1 211 4.8 6/3.0T 250 500 D/7 



1 5 SERIES /M5 | 


VERDICT 1 Too smooth for some, but easily the best Five ever 1 

5 SERIES /M5 

5201 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

625 449 6.4 139 8.._0 4/2.DT 

KW NM GEAR 

ja5_2Z0- A/8„ 

520d 

65,9-50.0 .4,.l ...lOa .7.9. .4/2.010. .140, .4Q9...A/.&. . 

5281 

752 257 6.5 142 6.3 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

530d 

850 436 5.3 134 6.0 6/3.0TD 190 560 A/8 

5351 

866 527 7.6 169 5.9 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 

ActiveHybrid 5 

929 975 6.4 149 5.9 6/3.0Te 250e450e A/8 

535d 

981 347 5.4 138 5.5 6/3.0TD 230 630 A/8 

5501 

1 118 105 8.6 199 4.6 V8/4.4T 330 650 A/8 

M5 

1 459 491 9.9 232 4,3 V8/4.4T 412 680 D/7 

M5 Competition 

1 611 791 9.9 232 4.2 V8/4.4T 423 680 D/7 





1 5 SERIES GRAN TURISMO | 


VERDICT 1 Not quite the answer to the anti-SUV brigade 1 

5 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 

520d GT 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

733 962 5.5 144 8.9 4/2.0TD 135 380 A/8 

530d GT 

895 886 5.8 153 6.2 6/3,0TD 190 560 A/8 

535i GT 

912 887 8.2 192 6.1 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 

550i GT 

1 159 644 9.2 214 5.0 V8/4.4T 330 650 A/8 





1 515 029 8.9 208 4.6 V8/4.4T 330 650 A/8 

1 803 209 10.3 239 4.47 V8/4.4T 412 680 D/7 


1 950 809 10.3 239 4.0 V8/4.4T 441 700 D/7 


7 SERIES, 


VERDICT I Flagship boasts tech, muscle and a boxer’s nose 


7 SERIES 
7 Series 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


JJ82_066_^j9_J8^^;^^/3j0L_235_^50_^^ 




Active Hybrid 7 

7501 


1 261 399 6.8 158 5.7 6/3.0Te 260e 500e A/8 

1 507 605 8.6 199 5.28 V8/4.4T 330 650 A/8 


JJ4Qja5„a.6_Ja9_^J_V8/4JT„3.30— 650-^^^^ 


,2.053 27^.,. 12J..303 , 4J,yi2aOTJ[00,. 750 .A/g.,.. 


18 


VERDICT I Three-cylinder hybrid sports car is a revelation 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 790 000 2.1 49 4.4 3/1. 5+e 266 570e A/6 


CHANGAN 


VERDICT I Tempting price, credible design, but untried 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

74990 n/a 184 n/a 4/1.0 39 78 M/5 


n/a 189 n/a 4/' 


n/a 189 n/a 4/' 


X5 


VERDICT I A masterclass in subtle evolution 


CHERY 


VERDICT I Chev Spark clone on the cheap 


in 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


X5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

0.8 TE 

88 900 

6.8 156 20.0 3/0.8 

38 

70 

M/5 

xDrive35i 

912 400 

8.5 

197 6.5 6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

0.8 TX 

99 900 

6.8 156 20.0 3/0.8 

38 

70 

M/5 

xDrive30d 

j 925 694 

5.9 

156 6.8 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

1.1 TXE 

109 900 

5.7 133 18.5 4/1.1 

50 

90 

M/5 

xDrive40d 

1 045 296 

6.0 

157 5.9 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 


xDrive50i 

1 157 670 


224 5.83 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 


J1 

1 


i 


M50d 

1 215 438 

6.6 

173 5.3 6/3.0TD 

280 

740 

A/8 

■ VERDICT 

1 Not styled by Xerox. Good. No brand equity. Bad 

1 


A 

X5M 

1 722 659 

11.1 

258 4.2 V8/4.4T 

423 

750 

A/8 

ji 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 


1.3 TE 

129 900 

7.0 160 16.0 4/1.3 

61 

114 

M/5 


VERDICT I Like the excellent X5, but in a skin-tight tracksuit 






X6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive35i 

993 503 

8.5 

198 6.4 6/3.0T 

_22^ 

_400_ 


xDrive40d 

1 098 912 

6.2 

163 5.8 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

xDrive50i 

1 220 273 

9.7 

225 4.8 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M50d 

1 385 540 

6.6 

174 5.2 6/3.0TD 

280 

740 

A/8 

X6M 

1 757 659 

11.1 

258 4.75 V8/4.4T 

423 

750 

A/8 


6 SERIES /M6 


~~1 





1 VERDICT 1 The very essence of Teutonic grand touring 




6 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 







640i 

1 080 335 

7.4 

172 5.3 6/3.0T 

235 

450 

A/8 

640d 

1 120 360 

5.4 

143 5.3 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

650i 

1 438 105 

8.6 

199 4.6 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M6 

1 690 491 

9.9 

232 4.2 V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 

M6 Competition 

1 838 091 

9.9 

232 3.9 V8/4.4T 

441 

700 

D/7 

Gran Coupe 

640i 

1 127 540 

7.5 

174 5.4 6/3.0T 

235 

450 

A/8 

640d 

1 167 668 

5.5 

146 5.93 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

650i 

1 479 605 

8.6 

199 5.42 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M6 

1 761 491 

9.9 

232 4.2 V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 

M6 Competition 

1 895 491 

9.9 

232 3.9 V8/4.4T 

441 

700 

D/7 

convertibie 


VERDICT I Still no match for small hatch establishment 


PRICE 

139 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7.4 176 15.1 4/1.5 72 140 M/5 


J3 


VERDICT I Solid, inoffensive effort but still not convincing 


PRICE 

209 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

8.3 194 n/a 4/1.6 93 160 M/5 


TIGGO 


VERDICT I Nosejob for Christopher Robin’s soft-roader clone 




TIGGO 

1.6 TXE 


P10 


PRICE 

229 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

8.6 201 n/a 4/1.6 93 160 M/5 


VERDICT I Good attempt at a 15 seater. Lacks character 




P10 

2.0TCI 


PRICE 

289 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

11.0 263 n/a 4/2.0T 125 235 M/5 


CHEVROLET 


VERDICT 1 Cheap. Outdated 


SPARK LITE PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1.0 LS 104 300 5.8 135 15.4 4/1.0 49 87 M/5 














THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 107 


VERDICT I Likeable new Chev ‘too young’ for some 


SPARK 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2 Campus 

123 800 

5.4 

129 

13.3 

4/1.2 

60 

108 

M/5 

1.2 L 

134 100 

5.4 

129 

13.3 

4/1.2 

60 

108 

M/5 

1.2 LS 

143 100 

5.4 

129 

13.3 

4/1.2 

60 

108 

M/5 

1.2 LT 

156 000 

5.4 

129 

13.3 

4/1.2 

60 

108 

M/5 



VERDICT I Still the benchmark despite polarising iooks 


UTILITY 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4 

. 143 900 

_ 7.2. 

171 . 

12.8 ■ 

4/14 

68 

J2j 

M/5 

1.4 UteForce Edition 

164 000 

7.2 

171 

12.8 

4/1.4 

68 

120 

M/5 

1.4 Ciub 

170 000 



J2j8_ 

_4/l^ 

_68_ 


M/5 

1.4 Sport 

193 700 

7.2 

171 

12.8 

4/1.4 

68 

120 

M/5 

1.8 

163 300 

8.1 

193 

m- 

-4/1.8 


161, 

M/5 

1.8 UteForce Edition 

169 100 

8.1 

193 

9.8 

4/1.8 

77 

161 

M/5 

1.8 Ciub 

175 100 

8.1 

193 

9.8 

_4/1^ 


161 

_M/^ 

1.8 Sport 

199 900 

8.1 

193 

9.8 

4/1.8 

77 

161 

M/5 


lAVEO ■ 









VERDICT 1 Ageing fast. Stretch for a Sonic instead 



- 


AVEO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 1 .6 L 

146 300 

7.3 

173 

11.5 

4/1.6 

77 

145 

M/5 

sedan 1.6 L 

151 000 

7.3 

173 

11.6 

_4/1^ 


145 

_M/^ 

sedan 1.6 LS 

163 500 

7.3 

173 

11.6 

4/1.6 

77 

145 

M/5 

sedan 1.6 LS auto 

177 400 

7.7 

184 

12.1 

4/1.6 

77 

145 

A/4 


1 SONIC 



VERDICT 1 Sporty styling, competitive engines. Strong rivals 

SONIC 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 1 .6 LS 

203 800 

6.5 


11.3 

_4/1^ 

85 

155 

_M/^ 

sedan 1.6 LS 

208 700 

6.4 

152 

11.3 

4/1.6 

85 

155 

M/5 

sedan 1.6 LS auto 

,219 600 

6.9 

164 

11.7 

4/1.6 

85 

155 

A/6 

hatch 1.4T RS 

238 100 

6.6 

155 

9.29 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 


1 CRUZE 


VERDICT 1 As the name suggests, good for cruisin’ 

CRUZE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.6 LS 

248 300 

6.7 

158 

12.8 

4/1.6 

86 

155 

M/5 

1.4T LS 

265 200 

5.8 

135 

9.3 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

sedan 

1.6 L 

230 400 

6.7 

158 

12.5 

4/1.6 

86 

155 

M/5 

1.6 LS 

247 200 

6.7 

158 

12.5 

4/1.6 

86 

155 

M/6 


262 500 5.8 135 9.3 4/1 .4T 103 200 M/5 


272 400 n/a n/a n/a 4/1 .4T 103 200 A/6 


I ORLANDO 


VERDICT I Wagon for the stay-at-home dad 


ORLANDO 

1.8 LS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

301 300 7.2 171 12.0 4/1.8 104 176 IVI/5 


[CAPTIVA 


VERDICT I A strong-vaiue contender in a crowded segment 


CAPTIVA 

2.4 LT 
2.4 LT auto 
2.2D LT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

366 500 8.8 210 10.5 4/2.4 123 230 M/6 

384 000 8.8 210 11.0 4/2.4 123 230 A/6 

398 600 7.9 209 n/a 4/2.2TD 135 400 A/6 


ITRAILBLAZER 


VERDICT I Better in most areas than King Fortuner 




TRAILBLAZER 

2.5D LT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

439 300 7.4 195 11.7 4/2. 5TD 120 380 M/6 


2.8D LTZ auto 


9.5 254 10.6 4/2.8TD 144 500 A/6 


556 700 8.0 215 11.4 4/2.8TD 144 440 l\/l/6 


2.8D 4x4 LTZ auto 


575 500 9.5 254 10.6 4/2.8TD 144 500 


CHRYSLER 


VERDICT I Grand American for grand-sized Americans 


GRAND VOYAGER 


O 


GRAND VOYAGER 

2.8CRD LX 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

8.4 222 12.8 4/2.8TD 120 360 A/6 


2.8CRD Limited 


674 990 8.4 222 12.8 4/2.8TD 120 360 


VERDICT I Boid capable exec is big on value and presence 


300C 

3.6 Luxury Series 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

601 990 9.7 227 7.7 V6/3.6 210 340 A/8 


3.0CRD Luxury Series 


683 990 7.2 191 7.35V6/3.0TD 177 550 A/5 


777 990 13.0 303 5.0 V8/6.4 347 631 A/5 


CITROEN 

I3Ih 

VERDICT I More style, more sophistication, much more price 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

168 900 4.3 99 11.0 3/1.2 60 116 M/5 


I 


VTi 82 Airscape Feel 


194 900 4.3 99 11.0 3/1.2 60 116 M/5 


I DS3 


VERDICT I New headlights but still a proper Mini Cooper rival 


DS3 

60kW Design 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

239 900 4.7 109 12.3 3/1.2 60 118 M/5 


e-THP 81 kW Style 


279 900 4.5 104 10.6 3/1. 2T 81 205 IVI/5 


88kW Style auto 


294 900 6.6 150 10.9 4/1.6 


Cabrio e-THP 81 kW Style 

e-THP 120kW Sport 


304 900 

329 900 


4.5 104 10.7 3/1.2T 

5.6 129 8.1 4/1 .6T 


81 205 IVI/5 

120 240 M/6 


C4 CACTUS 


VERDICT I Bubble-wrapped crossover is fun, comfy and cool 




C4 CACTUS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

60kW Feel 

224 900 

4.6 

107 

14.5 3/1.2 

60 

118 

M/5 

e-THP 81 kW Feel 

259 900 

4.7 

J^T. 

9.3 3/1. 2T 


205 

M/5 

e-THP 81kW Shine 

284 900 

4.7 

107 

9.3 3/1. 2T 

81 

205 

M/5 


rc4 


VERDICT 1 Citroen goes mainstream. Competent but boring | 

C4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

VTi 120 Attraction 

259 900 


143 

10.8 4/1.6 

88 

160 

_M/^_ 

VTi 120 Seduction 

275 900 

6.2 

143 

10.8 4/1.6 

88 

160 

M/5 

VTi 120 Seduction auto 

290 900 

6.9 

159 

12.5 4/1.6 

88 

160 

A/4 

VTi 120 Exclusive 

295 900 


143 

10.8 4/1.6 

88 


_M/^_ 

e-HDi 110 Seduction 

296 900 

4.2 

109 

12.4 4/1 .6TD 

82 

270 

M/6 







mfim .. 

VERDICT 1 Adds the spice missing from the C4 



DS4 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

VTi 120 Design 

291 900 

6.2 

144 

10.8 4/1.6 

88 

160 

M/5 

THP 160 Style 

347 900 

7.7 

178 

9.3 4/1 .6T 

120 

240 

A/6 

THP 200 Sport 

377 900 

6.4 

149 

7.9 4/1 .6T 

147 

275 

M/6 

HDi 160 Sport 

375 900 

5.1 

134 

8.81 4/2.0TD 

120 

340 

M/6 

HDi 160 Sport auto 

390 900 

5.7 

149 

9.9 4/2.0TD 

120 

340 

A/6 


C4 PICASSO 


VERDICT I Unusually pretty, properly sorted, diesel-only MPV 




C4 PICASSO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

e-HDi 85kW Seduction 

325 900 

4.0 

105 13.6 4/1.6TD 

85 

270 

M/6 

e-HDi 85kW Intensive 

345 900 

4.0 

105 13.6 4/1.6TD 

85 

270 

M/6 

e-THP 121kW Intensive 

369 900 

5.6 

130 9.3 

4/1. 6T 

121 

240 

A/6 


IC4AIRCROSS 






1 VERDICT 1 Sassy French suit can’t hide Japanese roots 


C4AIRCROSS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0i Attraction 

313 900 

7.5 

178 9.3 

4/2.0 

113 

198 

M/5 

2.0i Comfort 

337 900 

7.5 

178 9.3 

4/2.0 

113 

198 

M/5 

2.0i Seduction 

345 900 

7.5 

178 8.82 

4/2.0 

113 

198 

M/5 

2.0i Seduction auto 

360 900 

7.6 

180 10.2 

4/2.0 

J1^ 

198 

C/V 

HDi 115 Seduction 

376 900 

4.6 

119 10.8 4/1 .6TD 

84 

270 

M/6 


HD1 115 4WD Comfort 


387 900 4.9 129 11.6 4/1. 6TD 84 270 M/6 


2.01 4WD Exclusive 


410 900 8.1 191 10.9 4/2.0 113 198 C/V 


DISPATCH 


VERDICT I Practical people carrier. Nothing more 


DISPATCH MULTISPACE 

HD1 160 Comfort 


PRICE 

424 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7.6 199 13.6 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 


DS5 


VERDICT I Presidential style, but ride more crashy than cushy 


DS5 

THP 155 Style 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

438 900 7.3 169 9.7 4/1.6T 115 240 A/6 


469 900 6.7 155 8.2 4/1.6T 147 275 M/6 


476 900 6.1 158 10.1 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 


DATSUN 

VERDICT I Duii styiing, no ABS. Airbag model now added 


D 


PRICE 

95 200 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5.2 123 13.3 3/1.2 50 104 M/5 


5.2 123 13.3 3/1.2 50 104 M/5 


5.2 123 13.3 3/1.2 50 104 M/5 


DESK 


VERDICT I Unbelievably low pricing. Warning! 


MINI TRUCK 


MINI TRUCK 

KOI 1.0 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

76 990 n/a n/a n/a 4/1.0 35 76 M/5 


n/a n/a n/a 4/1.3 58 103 M/5 


KOI 1.3 J-Car 


^06990__nta_n/a_nta__4/13__58_J03__M^ 


DODGE 


VERDICT I Better inside but basics stiii off the pace of rivals 


JOURNEY 

2.4 SXT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

377 990 9.6 225 n/a 4/2.4 125 220 A/6 


3.6SXT 

3.6 R/T 

Crossroad 3.6 


416 990 10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 206 353 A/6 

466 990 10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 206 353 A/6 


486 990 10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 206 353 A/6 


FAW 


VERDICT I Cheap, garish and uninspiring 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

,104 995 6.5 155 n/a 4/1.3 67 120 M/5 


6.5 155 n/a 4/1.3 67 120 M/5 


SIRIUS S80 


VERDICT I Sounds grand, probably isn’t 


SIRIUS S80 

1 .3 Comfort 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

169 995 7.5 177 n/a 4/1.3 67 120 M/5 


179 995 8.1 191 n/a 4/1.5 75 140 M/5 


189 995 8.1 191 n/a 4/1.5 75 140 M/5 


FERRARI 


VERDICT I We feared a disaster butfound aturbo’ed triumpin| 


CALIFORNIA T 

California T 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

3 668 000 10.5 250 3.6 V8/3.9T 412 755 D/7 


458 


VERDICT 1 430 successor is a big leap. One worth taking 


458 

Spider 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4 610 000 13.3 307 3.4 V8/4.5 419 540 D/7 


4 977 500 13.3 307 3.0 V8/4.5 445 540 D/7 


5 445 000 13.3 307 3.0 V8/4.5 445 540 D/7 



Need your space? 

Audi roof boxes from R7 027 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 


ObM CAPi TOWN 8144ft/£ 

























108 THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


488 


VERDICT I More powerful, more beautiful 458 


488 

488 GTB 


PRICE 

TEA, 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

11.4 260 _3,P_V8/3.9T _492 _760_ D/7 _ 


FF. 


VERDICT I FF for Very Fast 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5 150 000 15.4 360 3.7 V12/6.3 485 683 D/7 


I F12berlinetta 


VERDICT I Glorious V12 wrapped in provocative body. Epic 


F12berlinetta 

F12berlinetta 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5 979 000 15.0 350 3.1 V12/6.3 545 690 P/7 


FIAT 


VERDICT I Fun to drive, pragmatic, cheap to run 


PANDA 

1.2 Pop 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

152 990 5.2 120 14.2 4/1.2 51 102 M/5 

1.2 Lounge 

169 990 5.2 120 15.53 4/1.2 51 102 M/5 



fsoo 

1 

1 VERDICT 1 Majors on style and charm. Retro glamour 


500 

hatch 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

500 1.2 Pop 

179 900 5.1 119 12.9 4/1.2 51 102 M/5 

500 1 .2 Pop auto 

188 940 5.0 115 13.0 4/1.2 51 102 S/5 

500 1.2 Lounge 

195 900 5.1 119 12.9 4/1.2 51 102 M/5 

500 1.2 Lounge auto 

204 940 5.0 115 13.0 4/1.2 51 102 S/5 

500 1.4 Lounge 

224 900 6.1 140 10.5 4/1.4 74 131 M/6 

500 1 .4 Lounge auto 

233 940 5.8 135 10.6 4/1.4 74 131 S/5 

500S 1.4 

229 900 6.1 140 10.5 4/1.4 74 131 M/6 

500S 1.4 auto 

238 940 5.8 135 10.6 4/1.4 74 131 S/5 

cabriolet 


500C1.2POP 

222 900 5.1 119 12.9 4/1.2 51 102 M/5 

500C 1 .2 Pop auto 

231 940 5.0 115 13.0 4/1.2 51 102 S/5 

500C 1.4 Lounge 

266 900 6.1 140 10.5 4/1.4 74 131 M/6 

500C 1.4 Lounge auto 

275 940 5.8 135 10.6 4/1.4 74 131 S/5 

500S Cabriolet 1.4 

271 900 6.1 140 10.5 4/1.4 74 131 M/6 

500S Cabriolet 1.4 auto 

280 940 5.8 135 10.6 4/1.4 74 131 S/5 



lOUBO 


1 VERDICT 1 Postman Pat’s Italian cousin. Opt for the diesel 


QUBO 

1.4 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

200 990 6.6 152 16.2 4/1.4 54 118 M/5 

1.3 Multiiet 

225 990 4.4 115 16.5 4/1. 3TD 55 190 M/5 





VERDICT 1 The 500 that ate a//the pies. Good family fun 


500L 

1.4 Pop Star 


PRICE 

259 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.2 145 12.8 4/1.4 70 127 IVI/6 


1 .4 Easy 


259 900 6.2 145 12.8 4/1.4 70 127 IVI/6 


274 900 6.2 145 12.8 4/1.4 70 127 M/6 


1.6 Multijet Lounge 


319 900 4.5 117 11.3 4/1. 6TD 77 320 M/6 


324 400 7.0 163 11.0 4/1 .4T 88 215 IVI/6 


VERDICT I Most middle-of-the-road Fiat yet 


500L 

1.6 Pop Star 


PRICE 

310 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.4 147 11.5 4/1.6 81 152 IVI/5 


344 900 6.0 139 9.8 4/1.4T 103 230 M/6 


1 .4T Cross auto 


359 900 5.7 133 9.8 4/1.4T 103 230 D/6 


1.4T Cross Plus 


6.0 139 9.8 4/1.4T 103 230 M/6 


1.4T Cross Plus auto 


394 900 5.7 133 9.8 4/1.4T 103 230 D/6 


I DOBLO PANORAMA 


VERDICT I Family-friendly room with a view 


DOBLO PANORAMA 

1.6 Multijet Dynamic 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

323 490 5.5 145 13.4 4/1. 6TD 77 290 IVI/6 


FORD 


VERDICT I Serious contender for best small car buy 


FIGO 

1.4 Ambiente 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

148 900 6.6 156 13.1 4/1.4 62 127 M/5 


_J59^00__6;6_J56_13J_4/14__62_J2^_M^ 


1.4TDCi Ambiente 


^157^ 5.-3_JL39_1.5..,8_4/l,4_TD_^1_1.6IL_M/.^ 


IKON 


VERDICT I Reasonably good car beneath a nondescript shell 




IKON 

1.6 Ambiente 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

163 900 7.7 182 11.3 4/1.6 74 143 IVI/5 


VERDICT I Fresh face, brilliant turbo three-pot. Winning 


FIESTA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4 Ambiente 

198 900 

5.7 

130 

12.2 

4/1.4 

71 

128 

M/5 

1.4 Trend 

204 900 

5.7 

130 

12.2 

4/1.4 

71 

128 

M/5 

1.0T Ambiente auto 

204 900 

4.9 

114 

10.8 

3/1 .OT 

74 

170 

D/6 

1.0T Trend 

_J99.900_ 

4 3 

_99_ 


3/1 OT 

_92_ 


_M/^ 

1.0T Trend auto 

215 900 

4.9 

114 

10.8 

3/1 .OT 

74 

170 

D/6 

1.0T Titanium 

225 900 

4.3 

99 

9.4 

3/1 .OT 

92 

170 

M/5 

1.0T Titanium auto 

235 900 

4.9 

114 

10.8 

3/1 .OT 

74 

170 

D/6 

1.6TDCi Ambiente 

_214900_ 

3.6 

95 

11.7 4/1 .6TD 

_^0_ 

200 

_M/^ 

1.6TDCi Trend 

221 900 

3.6 

95 

11.7 4/1 .6TD 

70 

200 

M/5 

3-door ST 

276 900 

5.9 

138 

6.9 

4/1. 6T 

134 

290 

M/6 


1 ECOSPORT ^ 1 


VERDICT 1 More thanjust a Fiesta on stilts 

ECOSPORT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5 Ambiente 

^J13J00^ 

6.5 




82 

138 


1.0T Trend 

249 900 

5.7 

131 

12.7 

3/1 .OT 

92 

170 

M/5 

1.0T Titanium 

^70 900 

5.7 

131 

12.09 

3/1 .OT 

92 

170 

M/5 

1.5TDCi Trend 

253 900 

4.5 

125 

14.5 4/1. 5TD 

66 

205 

M/5 

1.5TDCi Titanium 

274 900 

4 5 

_12^ 

14.5 4/1. 5TD 


205 

_M/^ 

1.5 Titanium auto 

274 900 

6.5 

154 

13.4 

4/1.5 

82 

138 

D/6 


1 FOCUS 1 


VERDICT 1 Updated face, still matches the Golf in most areas 

FOCUS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.0T Ambiente 

217 900 

5.0 

116 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

92 

170 

M/6 

1.0T Trend 

235 900 

5.0 

116 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

92 

170 

M/6 

1.5T Trend 

271 900 

5.6 

128 

8.7 

4/1. 5T 

132 

240 

M/6 

1.5T Trend auto 

285 900 

6.1 

140 

9.0 

4/1. 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

hatch 

1.0T Ambiente 

__222 900 

5.0 

116 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

92 

170 

M/6 

1.0T Trend 

240 900 

5.0 

116 

11.1 

3/1 .OT 

92 

170 

M/6 

1.5T Trend 

_277900_ 

5.5 



4/1 5T 


_2^ 

M/6 

1.5T Trend auto 

290 900 

6.1 

140 

8.9 

4/1. 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

ST1 

381 900 

6.8 

159 

6.5 

4/2.0T 

184 

360 

M/6 

STS 

421 900 

6.8 

159 

6.5 

4/2.0T 

184 

360 

M/6 


1 TOURNEO CONNECT 


VERDICT 1 Great lifestyle van for more thanjust a Blue Oval fan 

TOURNEO CONNECT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Tourneo Connect 









1.0T Ambiente 

273 900 

5.6 

129 

n/a 

3/1 .OT 

74 

170 

M/6 

1.0T Trend 

283 900 

5.6 

129 

n/a 

3/1 .OT 

74 

170 

M/6 

Grand Tourneo Connect 

1.6T Titanium auto 

363 900 

8.0 

184 

n/a 

4/1 .6T 

110 

240 

A/6 

1.6TDCi Titanium 

371 900 

4.9 

130 

n/a 

4/1 .6TD 

85 

285 

M/6 


1 RANGER ^ 1 



VERDICT I The segment’s new top dog 


PRICE 

203 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

_ja8,^57_n/a_^/Z5_J22_226__M/^ 


239 900 10.8 257 n/a 4/2.5 122 226 M/5 


2.5Hi-RiderXL 


253 900 10.8 257 n/a 4/2.5 122 226 M/5 


2.2 XL 

253 900 

9.0 

237 

ji^ 

4/2.2TD 

88 

285 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

269 900 

9.0 

237 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

88 

285 

M/5 

2.2 4x4 XL 

321 900 

9.6 

253 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

88 

285 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXLS 

323 900 

7.6 


n/a 

4/2. 2TD 


375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XL-Plus 

_3,52_90_0_ 

— 8..2_ 

-2-1.5_ 

n/a^.2TD 

-11-0- 

375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XLS 

380 900 

8.2 

_215_ 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

J!10_ 

375 

M/6 

3.2Hi-RiderXLS 

364 900 

_9..2_ 


n/a_5/i2TD 


470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 XLS 

418 900 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3. 2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

Super Cab 

2.5Hi-RiderXL 

277 900 

10.9 

259 

n/a 

4/2,5 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

319 900 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2,2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2Hi-RiderXLS 

392 900 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3,2TD 


_4^ 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 XLS 

^44_1_90_Q_ 

_9..8_ 

-258_ 

n/a_5/.3..,2ID_ 

-147_ 

-470_ 

-M_/_6_ 

3.2 4x4 XLS auto 

455 900 

9.7 

255 

n/a 

5/3,2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

double cab 

2.5Hi-RiderXL 

308 900 

10.9 

__259_ 

n/a 

4/2,5 

122_ 

226 

_M/5____ 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

328 900 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2,2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

2.2Hi-RiderXLS 

412 900 


_202_ 

n/a 4/2.2TD 


375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XL-Plus 

402 900 

8.2 

215 

n/a 

4/2,2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XLS 

468 900 

8.3 

218 

n/a 

4/2,2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2Hi-RiderXLT 

467 900 

9-3 

2^ 

n/a 5/3.2TD 


_4^ 

M/6 

3.2 Hi-RiderXLT auto 

481 900 

9.1 

239 

n/a 

5/3,2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 XLT 

526 900 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3,2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 XLT auto 

537 900 

97 

255 10.775/3.2TD 


_4^ 

A/6 

3.2Hi-RiderWildtrak 

491 900 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3,2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 Hi-Rider Wildtrak auto 

501 900 

9.1 

239 

n/a 

5/3,2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 Wildtrak 

558 900 

9.7 

255 

n/a 

5/3,2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 


1 KURA 



VERDICT 1 Chunkier, taller, more useful Focus 

R 


KUGA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5T Ambiente 

328 900 

6.6 

154 

9.7 

4/1, 5T 

110 

240 

M/6 

1.5T Trend 

365 900 

6.6 

154 

9.7 

4/1, 5T 

110 

240 

M/6 

1.5T Trend auto 

379 900 

7.0 

162 


4/1, 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

1.5TAWD Trend 

, 407 900 

7.7 

179 

10.1 

4/1, 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

2.0TDCi AWD Trend 

433 900 

8.8 

204 

7.8 

4/2,0T 

177 

240 

A/6 

2.0T AWD Titanium 

448 900 

8.8 

204 

_78_ 

4/2,0T 

dLL 

240 

A/6 

2.0TDCi AWD Titanium 

468 900 

6.2 

162 

10,4 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/6 



1 FUSION 1 


VERDICT 1 New ‘Mondeo’ has been worth the wait 

m 


FUSION 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5T Trend 

349 900 

7.4 

173 

9.2 

4/1, 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

2.0T Trend 

369 900 

7.5 



4/2,0T 

149 

300 

A/6 

2.0T Titanium 

424 900 

8.5 

187 

7.7 

4/2,0T 

177 

340 

A/6 

2.0TDCi Titanium 

449 900 

5.1 

124 

8.6 

4/2, OTD 

132 

400 

D/6 




TOURNEO CUSTOM 


VERDICT I Fun-to-drive 8-seater. The new bus to beat 




TOURNEO CUSTOM 

2.2TDCi SWB Ambiente 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

443 900 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 74 310 M/6 


2.2TDCiLWB Ambiente 


449 900 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 74 310 M/6 


2.2TDCi SWB Trend 


6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 92 350 M/6 


2.2TDCi LWB Trend 


469 900 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 92 350 M/6 


2.2TDCi SWB Limited 


510 900 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 114 385 M/6 


FOTON 


THUNDAl 


VERDICT I Bare essentials bakkie 


THUNDA 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2,2 V 

139 950 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2,2 

76 193 M/5 

2,2 CV 

149 950 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2,2 

76 193 M/5 

2,8TD CV 

179 950 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2,8TD 

68 202 M/5 

2,2 double cab CV 

184 950 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2,2 

76 193 M/5 

2,8TD double cab XV 

205 950 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2, 8TD 

68 202 M/5 


TUNLAND 






1 VERDICT 1 Cummins diesel makes it best Chinese bakkie yet 


TUNLAND 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

2,8 on-road Comfort 

199 950 

8,0 

212 

n/a 4/2,8TD 

96 280 M/5 

2,8 off-road Comfort 

239 950 

8,0 

212 

n/a 4/2, 8TD 

96 280 M/5 























THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 109 


2.8 off-road Luxury 

249 950 8.0 212 n/a 4/2.8TD 

96 280 M/5 

double cab 

2.8 off-road Comfort 

294 950 8.3 219 13.5 4/2.8TD 

120 360 M/5 

2.8 off-road Luxury 

314 950 8.3 219 13.5 4/2.8TD 

120 360 M/5 

2.8 4x4 Comfort 

379 950 8.3_21_9_15_..5 472...8ID 

12P_36.Q_M/5 

2.8 4x4 Luxury 

399 950 8.3 219 13.5 4/2.8TD 

120 360 M/5 



GEELY 




iSI 


VERDICT 1 Attractively priced Botox disaster B 



LC 

1.0 GC2 GS 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

92 990 6.2 140 n/a 3/1,0 

KW NM GEAR 

50 88 M/5 

1.3 GL 

,.ja.9aQ^ .^jj„i^4 iM„.4zia^^ 





VERDICT I Improves with each new iteration 


I LC CROSS 


VERDICT I Just like an LC, but less happy 


] 


LC CROSS 

1.3 GL 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

109 990 6.9 164 14.0 4/1.3 63 110 M/S 


112 900 7.3 169 n/a 4/1,5 75 136 M/5 


|MK 


VERDICT I Bargain motoring 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

99 990 7.7 178 n/a 4/1.5 69 128 M/S 


J04990_^j^J78_n/a_^/l^ 




STEED 5E 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM 

GEAR 

double cab 









2.4 SX 

239 900 

10.7 

251 

n/a 

4/2.4 

93 

200 

M/5 

2.4 Xscape 

256 900 

10.7 

251 

n/a 

4/2.4 

93 

200 

M/5 

2.0VGT SX 

269 900 

8.3 

220 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

105 

305 

M/6 

2.0VGT Xscape 

289 900 

8.3 

220 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

105 

305 

M/6 






VERDICT 1 Face 

lifted Hover gaining traction for the brand 


H5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4 City 

244 900 

10.3 

242 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.4 Lux 

249 900 

10.3 

242 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.4 Lux 4x4 

269 900 

10.3 

242 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.0VGT Lux 

284 900 

7,6 

199 

n/a 

jigm^ 


310 

M/6 

2.0VGT Lux auto 

319 900 

9.2 

240 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

110 

310 

A/5 

2.0VGT Lux 4x4 

319 900 

7.6 

199 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

110 

310 

M/6 

2.0VGT Lux 4x4 auto 339 900 

9.2 

240 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

110 

310 

A/5 


Hii 


VERDICT 1 Takes Chinese crossovers to the next level 1 

H6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5T City 

259 900 

8.5 

200 

n/a 

4/1. 5T 

105 

210 

M/6 

1.5T Lux 

279 900 

8.5 

200 

n/a 

4/1. 5T 

105 

210 

M/6 

2.0TCi Lux 

349 900 

6.7 

175 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

105 

310 

M/6 



1 CIVIC 






'4 


VERDICT 1 Distinctive and goes weli, but not outstandingly so 

NM GEAR 

CIVIC 

sedan 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

1.8 Elegance 

311 600 

6.7 

160 

8.6 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

M/5 

1.8 Elegance auto 

326 600 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 

1.8 Executive 

323 500 

6.7 


8.8 

4/1.8 

104 


M/5 

1.8 Executive auto 


-M- 

157 

-1-0-.5_ 

-4/_18_ 

_194_ 

1W 

-A/_5_ 

hatch 

1.8 Elegance 

297 000 

6.1 

146 

9.1 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

M/6 

1.8 Elegance auto 

312 000 

6.5 

155 

10.9 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 

1.8 Executive 

323 500 

__6.3__ 

150 

9.57 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

M/6 

1.8 Executive auto 

338 500 

6.5 

155 

11.3 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 

Tourer 

1.8 Executive 

385 500 

6.6 


9-5 

4/1 8 



M/6 

1.8 Executive auto 

400 500 

6.7 

160 

1L3_ 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 


HR-V 







S 

H 

VERDICT 1 Promising but pricey, and CVT-only for now 






HR-V 

1.5 Comfort 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

299 900 6.2 147 12.0 4/1.5 88 145 C/V 


354 900 6.8 162 10.1 4/1.8 105 172 C/V 


|EMGRAND7 


STEEDS 


VERDICT I Steed gets dressed up for the rodeo 


CR-Z 


VERDICT I Looks good, handies - a hybrid we couid live with 


VERDICT I A cheaper sedan for the family man 


EMGRAND7 

1.8 GL Luxury 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

164 990 7.6 180 10.9 4/1.8 102 172 M/5 


STEED 6 
double cab 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 


CR-Z 

Hybrid 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

384 100 5.2 124 9.4 4/1.5e lOle 190e M/6 


399 100 4.9 117 9.9 4/1.5e lOle 190e C/V 


299 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 105 305 M/6 


1.8 GT Executive 


7.6 180 10.9 4/1.8 102 172 M/5 


2.0VGT Xscape 


329 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 105 305 iVI/6 


CR-V 


VERDICT I More polish for popuiar soft roader 



C30 PRICE 

1.5 Comfort ^5^0^ 

I C20R 


VERDICT I CIO in city expedition gear 


L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

7.3 174 n/a 4/1.5 71 138 M/5 


HONDA 


2.0 Comfort 

355 900 7.7 182 10.0 4/2.0 114 192 M/6 

1 

1 

2.0 Comfort auto 

370 900 7.6 181 12.4 4/2.0 114 192 A/5 

1 

VERDICT 1 Spirited tot is a surprisingly competent newcomer 


2.0 Elegance 

404 100 7.7 182 10.0 4/2.0 114 192 M/6 


BRIO 

hatch 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


2.0 Elegance auto 

2.4 Executive AWD 


419 100 
520 900 


134 800 5.6 133 12.2 4/1.2 65 109 IVI/5 


1.2 Comfort 

1.2 Comfort auto 


^ 148 000 5.6 133 11.56 4/1.2 65 109 IVI/5 

161 000 6.3 150 14.7 4/1.2 65 109 A/5 


2.4 Exclusive AWD 


181 12.4 4/2.0 
203 10.38 4/2.4 


114 192 A/5 
140 220 A/5 


6 203 11.1 4/2.4 140 220 A/5 


Amaze sedan 


PRICE 

164 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

7.7 179 12.63 4/1.5 77 138 M/5 


6.1 147 12.4 4/1.2 65 109 IVI/5 


ACCORD 


VERDICT I Mid -size American luxury from Japan 


|M4 


VERDICT I More sophisticated, chunkier ghost of Florid Cross 


1.2 Comfort 

1.2 Comfort auto 


157 700 6.1 147 12.4 4/1.2 65 109 IVI/5 

170 700 6.9 167 15.7 4/1.2 65 109 A/5 


PRICE 

189 900 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

7.2 172 n/a 4/1.5 71 138 M/5 



ACCORD 

2.0 Elegance 

2.4 Executive 

3.5 V6 Exclusive 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

416 400 7.5 178 11.7 4/2.0 114 190 A/5 

480 600 8.1 192 10.6 4/2.4 132 225 A/5 

. 587 600 9.2 217 7.01 V6/3.5 207 339 A/6 


VERDICT I A Brio for (much) iarger families 


I STEED 5 


VERDICT I One of the better Chinese bakkies 




STEED 5 

2.2L Workhorse 
2.4L Lux 

2.4L 4x4 Lux 

2.0WGT 

2.0VGT Lux 
2.0VGT4x4Lux 
double cab 
2.2L Lux 

2.0WGT SX 

2.4L Lux 

2.4L 4x4 Lux 
2.0VGT Lux 

2.0VGT4x4Lux 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

159 900 9.7 229 n/a 4/2.2 78 190 M/5 

189 900 10.7 251 n/a 4/2.4 100 200 M/5 

219 900 10.7 251 n/a 4/2.4 100 200 M/5 

199 900 8.1 214 n/a 4/2.0TD 78 225 M/5 

229 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 110 310 M/6 

259 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 110 310 M/6 

184 900 10.2 240 n/a 4/2.2 78 190 M/5 

229 900 9.3 245 n/a 4/2.0TD 78 225 M/5 

214 900 10.7 251 n/a 4/2.4 100 200 M/5 

239 900 10.7 251 n/a 4/2.4 100 200 M/5 

259 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 110 310 M/6 

289 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 110 310 M/6 


IC50T 


VERDICT I Pricey, turbocharged Chinese Coroiia 


C50T 

1.5T Lux 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

209 900 7.4 173 10.0 4/1.5T 98 188 IVI/5 


219 900 7.4 173 10.0 4/1 .5T 


MOBILIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

1.5 Trend 

188 000 

6.1 

147 10.8 

4/1.5 

88 

145 M/5 

1.5 Comfort 

207 900 

6.1 

147 10.8 

4/1.5 

88 

145 M/5 

1.5 Comfort auto 

224 300 

6.0 

144 11.3 

4/1.5 

88 

145 C/V 


JAZZ 

i 

■fe, 

VERDICT 1 Does nothing better than weil-iiked predecessor 

f 


JAZZ 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

1.2 Trend 

185 300 

5.6 

135 13.5 

4/1.2 

66 

110 M/5 

1.2 Comfort 

211 000 

5.6 

135 13.6 

4/1.2 

66 

110 M/5 

1.2 Comfort auto 

228 500 

5.6 

136 14.3 

4/1.2 

66 

110 C/V 

1.5 Elegance 

241 900 

6.0 

143 9.9 

4/1.5 

88 

145 M/5 

1.5 Elegance auto 

256 900 

5.8 

140 10.6 

4/1.5 

88 

145 C/V 

1.5 Dynamic 

257 300 

6.0 

143 10.49 

4/1.5 

88 

145 M/5 

1.5 Dynamic auto 

272 300 

5.8 

140 10.7 

4/1.5 

88 

145 C/V 


1 BALLADE 



VERDICT 1 Greatly improved, but the badge still beats the car 

m 


BALLADE 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

PIT 

KW 

NM GEAR 

1.5 Trend 

208 900 

5.9 

140 9.6 

4/1.5 

88 

145 M/5 

1.5 Trend auto 

223 aoa 

— 5..8. 

137 UJ. 

-4/1.5, 

83 ■ 

145 Qiy.^. 

1.5 Elegance 

237 100 

5.9 

140 9.6 

4/1.5 

88 

145 M/5 

1.5 Elegance auto 

252 100 

5.8 

137 11.1 

4/1.5 

88 

145 C/V 


HYUNDAI 

VERDICT I Tiny Korean gem. Not quite as grand as it once was i 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

132 900 4.8 114 15.2 4/1.1 50 99 M/5 


1.1 Motion auto 


145 900 5.7 135 17.1 4/1.1 50 99 A/4 


GRAND no 


VERDICT I Terrible name, decent little car 


GRAND ilO 

1.25 Motion 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

152 900 5.9 130 12.7 4/1.2 64 120 M/5 


130 11.1 4/1.2 64 120 M/5 


1.25 Fluid auto 


175 900 6.9 147 14.2 4/1.2 64 120 A/4 


120 


VERDICT I It’s like theyjust dressed the old car in a new suit 


■ r Iff > , 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

189 900 5.9 140 13.6 4/1.2 61 115 M/5 


6.5 147 11.4 4/1.4 74 133 M/6 


222 900 7.5 160 13.2 4/1.4 74 133 A/4 



The most exhilarating ride 
your bike will ever go on. 

Bicycle rack for towbar - R8 410 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


0«(M CAPE TOWN 8144«/E 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 















110 THE GCX)D, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


I ACCENT 


VERDICT I For the small sedan buyer, this is money well spent 


ACCENT 

sedan 1.6 Motion 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

211 900 6.1 145 10.2 4/1.6 91 156 M/6 


sedan 1.6 Fluid 


_22a4n(i_s,i^^i3,2_4/ij_ai_J5^JW6- 


sedan 1.6 Fluid auto 


239 600 6.4 151 11.4 4/1.6 91 156 A/4 


239 500 6.4 152 10.2 4/1.6 


hatch 1.6 Fluid auto 


249 700 6.8 161 11.4 4/1.6 


I ELANTRA 


VERDICT I Leapfrogs the opposition, doesn’t break the bank | 


ELANTRA 

1.6 Premium 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NWI GEAR 

266 900 6.4 152 10.1 4/1.6 96 157 M/6 


1.6 Premium auto 


281 900 6.9 163 11.6 4/1.6 



PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

284 900 6.4 152 10.5 4/1.6 95 157 M/6 


1.6 Premium auto 


304 900 6.8 173 11.5 4/1.6 95 157 A/6 


^04900__6j5_J5^^;^^/18_J10_J78__M^ 


VERDICT I Oddly attractive 2+1 door coupe hatch 


VELOSTER 

1 .6 Executive 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

299 900 6.8 163 9.7 4/1.6 103 167 M/6 

1 .6 Executive auto 

319 900 6.8 161 10.3 4/1.6 103 167 D/6 

Turbo Elite 

379 900 7.2 171 7.8 4/1.6T 150 265 M/6 

Turbo Elite auto 

399 900 6.9 165 7.3 4/1.6T 150 265 D/7 





1 VERDICT 1 Very popular for good reason 

ix35 

2.0 Premium 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

339 900 8.5 201 10.7 4/2,0 116 192 M/6 

2.0 Premium Special Edition 

359 900 8.5 201 10.7 4/2.0 116 192 M/6 

2.0 Premium auto 

354 900 8.9 207 11.5 4/2.0 116 192 A/6 

2.0 Premium auto Special Edition 

374 900 8.9 207 11.5 4/2.0 116 192 A/6 

2.0 Executive 

_ 379 900 8.5 204 10.7 4/2.0 116 192 M/6 

2.0 Executive Special Edition 

394 900 8.5 204 10.7 4/2.0 116 192 M/6 

2.0 Elite 

404 900 8.8 200 11.5 4/2.0 116 192 A/6 

2.0 Elite Special Edition 

419 900 8.8 200 11.5 4/2.0 116 192 A/6 

1.7CRDi Premium 

364 900 5.3 139 12.4 4/1. 7TD 85 260 M/6 

1.7CRDi Premium Special Edition 

384 900 5.3 139 12.4 4/1. 7TD 85 260 M/6 

2.0CRDi Elite 

_ 434 900 6.5 170 9.4 4/2.0TD 130 383 M/6 

2.0CRDi Elite Special Edition 

454 900 6.5 170 9.4 4/2.0TD 130 383 M/6 


2.0CRDi 4WD Elite 

2.0CRDi 4WD Elite Special Edition 


494 900 

514 900 


7.2 190 
7.2 190 


9.8 4/2.0TD 
9.8 4/2.0TD 


130 392 A/6 

130 392 A/6 


[hT 


VERDICT I Nine seats and still room for the luggage 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

439 900 10.2 241 13.11 4/2.4 126 224 M/5 


519 900 9.8 260 14.5 4/2.5TD 120 392 A/5 


I SANTA FE 


VERDICT I Impressive and attractive but only in diesel 


SANTA FE 

2.2CRDi Premium 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

564 900 8.0 187 9.8 4/2.2TD 

KW NM GEAR 

145 436 A/6 

2.2CRDi 4WD Elite 

644 900 8.3 194 10.0 4/2.2TD 145 436 A/6 



INFINITI 




VERDICT 1 Clever, great-value, but softer 3 Series alternative 


Q50 

2.2d 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

420 000 4.8 125 8.7 4/2.2TD 125 400 M/6 

2. 2d Premium 

459 700 5.0 133 8.5 4/2.2TD 125 400 A/7 

2. 2d Sport 

489 900 5.0 133 8.5 4/2.2TD 125 400 A/7 

2.0T Premium 

450 500 7.0 162 7.2 4/2.0T 155 350 A/7 

2.0T Sport 

480 700 7.0 162 7.2 4/2.0T 155 350 A/7 

S Hybrid 

609 900 6.8 159 5.1 V6/3.5e 261e 536e D/7 

S Hybrid AWD 

634 900 7.2 169 5.4 V6/3.5e 261e536e D/7 


[0X50 





PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

596 949 8.5 224 7.9 V6/3.0TD 

KW NM GEAR 

175 550 A/7 

3.0d GT 

637 824 8.5 224 7.9 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

3.0d GT Premium 

679 230 8.5 224 8.42V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

3.7 GT 

629 070 12.2 288 6.4 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

3.7 GT Premium 

670 476 12,2 288 6.4 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 



1060 


Wl A Ij LH IKf 

Q60 

coupe 3.7 GT 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

618 687 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

coup6 3.7 S 

641 270 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

coupe 3.7 S Premium 

674 569 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

cabrio 3.7 GT Premium 

701.68.7 _11,4 ,268-.6.4 V.e/3.J .^235 .3£Q . A/7 . 



l070_ 


VERDICT 1 ‘Interestingly’ styled, superbly built 5 Series rival 


Q70 

3.7 GT 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

651 154 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

3.7 GT Premium 

708 205 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

3.7 S Premium 

732 426 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 

3.0d GT 

672 539 7.5 199 6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

3.0d GT Premium 

729 590 7.5 199 6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

3.0dS 

696 759 7.5 199 6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 

3.0d S Premium 

753 810 7.5 199 6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 




300D-Teq Serengeti auto 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 


494 300 

505 600 


7.7 204 n/a 4/3.0TD 130 380 A/5 

7.9 209 13.084/3.0TD 130 380 IVI/5 


300D-Teq 4x4 Serengeti 


522 600 7.9 209 n/a 4/3.0TD 130 380 IVI/5 


JAGUAR 


19 ■ 

^■1 

VERDICT 1 Top notch, shakes off retro baggage 





PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

637 199 5.1 158 8.5 4/2.2TD 147 450 A/8 


657 326 8.9 207 7.9 4/2.0T 177 340 A/8 


2. 2D Premium Luxury 
2.0 14 Premium Luxury 


712 699 5.1 158 8.5 4/2.2TD 147 450 A/8 

731 726 8.9 207 7.9 4/2.0T 177 340 A/8 


3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 832 170 

3.0 Supercharged Premium Luxury 910 970 

3.0D S Premium Luxury 918 727 


9.4 224 5.9 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 

9.4 224 5.9 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 

6.0 169 6.4 V6/3.0TD 202 600 A/8 


1 349 690 11.6 270 4.9 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 


1 487 590 11.6 270 4.6 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


VERDICT I Jag’s first real sports car in decades is the real deal 


F-TYPE 

coupe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

924 205 8.4 199 5.3 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 


941 505 8.4 199 5.3 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 


S coupe 

S convertible 


1 062 316 

1 079 616 


8.6 203 4.9 V6/3.0S 280 460 A/8 

8.6 203 5.04 V6/3.0S 280 460 A/8 


R coupe 


1 669 551 10.7 255 4.2 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


1 686 851 10,7 255 4.2 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


0X70 


1 760187 11.3 269 4.1 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


VERDICT I Hollywood SUV is a great X5 rival 


QX70 

3.7 GT 

3.7 GT Premium 


PRICE 

734 000 

794 000 


L/100 C02 

12.3 291 

12.3 291 


0-100 PIT 

6.8 V6/3.7 

6.8 V6/3.7 



KW NM I 

235 360 

235 360 


VERDICT I Midlife upgrade and still no chauffeur required 


3.7 s 


779 000 12.3 291 6.8 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


14 Luxury 
3.0D Luxury 


PRICE 

986 947 

1 287 766 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW 

9.0 215 7.9 4/2.0T 177 

7.0 184 6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 


NM GEAR 

340 A/8 

700 A/8 


3.7 S Premium 

3.7 S Black 


839 000 

852 500 


12.3 291 

12.3 291 


6.8 V6/3.7 

6.8 V6/3.7 


235 360 

235 360 


3. OP Premium Luxury 


1 412 866 7.0 184 6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 700 A/8 


765 500 9.0 238 8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 


3.0d GT Premium 
3.0dS 


^ 816 500 

801 500 


9.0 238 

9.0 238 


8.3 V6/3.0TD 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 


175 550 

175 550 


3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 

XJR 

XJL 


1 608 937 

^2 194 290 


9.1 211 5.9 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 

11.1 270 4.6 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 


14 Premium Luxury 


1 213 047 9.0 215 7.9 4/2.0T 177 340 A/8 


3.0d S Premium 


861 500 9.0 238 8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 


3.0d S Black 

5.0 S Premium 


^ 875 000 

935 000 


9.0 238 

13.1 312 


8.3 V6/3.0TD 

6.02 V8/5.0 


175 550 

287 500 


3.0D Premium Luxury 

3.0 Supercharged Portfolio 


1 503 666 

1 670 137 


7.0 184 6.2 V6/3.0TD 221 

9.1 211 5.9 V6/3.0S 250 


700 A/8 

450 A/8 


5.0 Supercharged Autobiography 2 403 990 11.1 270 4.9 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 


IQX80 


VERDICT I Glitzy, but desert-friendly mobile apartment 


QX80 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 265 000 14.8 350 7.5 V8/5.6 298 560 A/7 


JEEP 


VERDICT I Tough, expensive. More tool than toy 


RENEGADE 


ISUZU 

Qii 

VERDICT I Capable and well priced. 



KB 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

250 

219 000 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

58 

170 

M/5 

250 Fleetside 

241 500 

7.9 

208 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

58 

170 

M/5 

250D-Teq Fleetside 

268 200 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

85 

280 

M/5 

250D-Teq LE 

301 500 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

85 

280 

M/5 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

354 400 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

85 

280 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

347 400 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

402 900 

7.9 

209 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

Extended Cab 

250D-Teq LE 

327 800 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

85 

280 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

391 600 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX auto 

405100 

7.7 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

A/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

449 200 

7.9 

209 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

double cab 

250D-Teq LE 

401 500 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

85 

280 

M/5 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

424 400 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

85 

280 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

445 700 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX auto 

460 300 

7.7 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

A/5 

300D-Teq Serengeti 

468 400 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

130 

380 

M/5 


RENEGADE 

1.6L Longitude 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

340 990 6.0 141 11.8 4/1.6 81 152 M/5 

1.4LT Limited 

375 990 6.0 140 10.9 4/1.4T 103 230 M/6 

1.6L Multiiet Limited 

389 990 4.6 120 10.2 4/1. 6TD 88 320 M/6 

2.4L 4x4 Trailhawk 

435 990 9.8 230 n/a 4/2.4 137 232 A/9 

1.4LT 4x4 Limited 

450 990 6.9 160 8.8 4/1.4T 125 250 A/9 




COMPASS 


VERDICT I The Koreans do compact FWD SUVs better 


COMPASS 

2.0L Limited 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

377 990 7.6 175 10.6 4/2.0 115 190 IVI/5 


2.0L Limited auto 


390 990 8.2 190 n/a 4/2.0 115 190 C/V 


VERDICT I Jeep Lite for the boys 


PATRIOT 

2.4L Limited 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

376 990 8.5 196 10.7 4/2.4 125 220 M/5 


2.4L Limited auto 


391 990 9.0 208 n/a 4/2.4 125 220 A/6 













THE GCX>D, THE BAD & THE UGLY 111 


VERDICT I Still a Wrangler, but now with fewer bad bits 


WRANGLER 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Wrangler 









3.6L Sahara 

484 990 

11.0 

256 

8.1 

V6/3.6 

209 

347 

A/5 

3.6L Rubicon 

509 990 

11.4 

266 

8.1 

V6/3.6 

209 

347 

M/6 

Wrangler Unlimited 

3.6L Sahara 

529 990 

_ 11. 7.. 273 

,8.9. 

_V6/3,6__ 

209 347 

A/.5__ 

3.6L Altitude 

542 990 

11.7 

273 

8.9 

V6/3.6 

209 

347 

A/5 

3.6L Rubicon 

554 990 

11.9 

276 

8.9 

V6/3.6 

209 

347 

A/5 

3.6L Rubicon X 

579 990 

11.9 

276 

8.9 

V6/3.6 

209 

347 

A/5 

2.8CRD Sahara 

589 990 

8.3 

217 

10.7 4/2.8TD 

147 

460 

A/5 


1 CHEROKEE 


VERDICT 1 Sophisticated, refined and boldly packaged 

1 • 


CHEROKEE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4L Longitude 

500 990 

8.3 

193 11.43 

4/2.4 

130 

229 

A/9 

3.2L Limited 

536 990 

9.5 

221 

8.1 

V6/3.2 

200 

315 

A/9 

3.2L 4x4 Limited 

592 990 

10.0 

232 

8.1 

V6/3.2 

200 

315 

A/9 

3.2L 4x4 Trailhawk 

654 990 

10.0 

232 

8.4 

V6/3.2 

200 

315 

A/9 


1 GRAND CHEROKEE 

4 

v. 



VERDICT 1 Closes the chasm to European rivals 

V 


GRAND CHEROKEE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3.6L Limited 

724 990 

10.4 

244 

8.3 

V6/3.6 

210 

347 

A/8 

3.6L Overland 

799 990 

10.4 

244 

8.3 

V6/3.6 

210 

347 

A/8 

3.6L Summit 

885 990 

10.4 

244 

8.3 

V6/3.6 

210 

347 

A/8 

3.0CRD Limited 

829 990 

7.5 

198 

8.2 V6/3.0TD 

179 

569 

A/8 

3.0CRD Overland 

899 990 

7.5 

198 

8.2 V6/3.0TD 

179 

569 

A/8 

3.0CRD Summit 

985 990 

7.5 

198 

8.2 V6/3.0TD 

179 

569 

A/8 

5.7L Overland 

835 990 

13.0 

304 

7.3 

V8/5.7 

259 

520 

A/8 

SRT 

1 099 990 

14.0 

327 

5.0 

V8/6.4 

344 

624 

A/8 




JMC 


VERDICT I Another weirdly-named cheap Chinese KB clone 


BOARDING 




BOARDING 

2.8TD 

2.8TD Lux 

2.8TD 4x4 Lux 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

139 880 8.0 208 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 

149 880 8.0 208 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 

169 880 8.0 208 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 


2.8TD double cab Lux 


171 880 8.7 225 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 


2.8TD double cab 4x4 Lux 


8.7 225 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 


VIGUS 


VERDICT I Costlier, but better than Boarding in every way 


”1 


VIGUS 
double cab 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


2.4 LX 
2.4 SLX 
2.4 4x4 LX 


239 990 10.2 242 n/a 4/2.4 95 201 M/5 

269 990 10.2 242 n/a 4/2.4 95 201 M/5 

305 990 10.7 254 n/a 4/2.4 95 201 M/5 


2.4TDCi LX 


269 990 8.0 213 n/a 4/2.4TD 88 290 M/5 


299 990 8.0 213 n/a 4/2.4TD 88 290 M/5 


2.4TDCi 4WD LX 


335 990 8.2 218 n/a 4/2.4TD 88 290 M/5 


2.4TDCi 4WD SLX 


365 990 8.2 218 n/a 4/2.4TD 88 290 M/5 


KIA 


VERDICT I Blink-and-you’ll-miss-it tweak. Still a brilliant car 


PICANTO 


PICANTO 

1.0 LX 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

137 995 4.9 117 14.3 3/1.0 51 94 M/5 


150 995 5.6 132 n/a 3/1.0 51 94 A/4 


150 995 5.0 119 11.67 4/1,2 65 120 M/5 


6.0 144 n/a 4/1.2 65 120 A/4 


VERDICT I New bumpers, old engines for popular hatch 




RIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-10D 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.2 

181 995 

5 4 

J29_ 

13.1 

4/1 2 

_6^ 


M/5 

1.4 

205 995 

6.4 

151 

11.5 

4/1.4 

_7_9_ 

135 

M/6 

1.4 auto 

218 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

1.4 Tec 

218 995 

6 4 

151 

11.5 

4/1 4 


135 

M/6 

1.4 Tec auto 

231 995 

7.0 

1fiS_1i2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

sedan 

1.2 

181 995 

5.4 

J29_ 

13.1 

_4/l^ 

65 

J20_ 

_M/^_ 

1.4 


_a,4_ 

-151- 

-11.5_ 

-4/14_ 

-7J_ 

-1-3.5- 

-M/6— 

1.4 auto 

218 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

1.4 Tec 

218 995 

6.4 

151 

11.5 


79 

135 

_M/6__ 

1.4 Tec auto 

231 995 

_7.0_ 

165 

13.2 

_4/_1.4 

79 

135 

_ A /4 _ 


ISOUL 

■ 



VERDICT 1 Second-gen now an even funkier urban statement 


SOUL 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-10D 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Start 

251 995 

7.9 

188 11.53 

4/1.6 

91 

152 

M/6 

1 .6 Start auto 

264 995 

7.5 

178 

12.5 

4/1.6 

91 

152 


2.0 Street 

286 995 

7.5 

178 

10.4 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 Smart auto 

327 995 

7.9 

187 

10.2 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

1. 6 D Street 

311 995 

5.2 

137 

10.8 4/1.6TD 

94 

260 

M/6 

1.6D Smart auto 

355 995 

6 2 

164 

12.2 4/1. 6TD 

94 

260 

A/6 



VERDICT I Serious in-house competition for Elantra 


CERATO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.6 EX 

261 995 

6.5 

154 

10.1 

4/1.6 

95 

157 

M/6 

1.6 EX auto 

274 995 

6.8 

160 

11.6 

4/1.6 

95 

157 

A/6 

2.0 EX 

^293 995 

6.9 

164 

8.5 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 EX auto 

306 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

2.0 SX 

323 995 

6.9 

164 

8.5 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 SX auto 

336 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

sedan 

1.6 EX 

261 995 

6.5 



4/1.6 



M/6 

1.6 EX auto 

_ 274 995 

6.8 

160 

11.6 

4/1.6 

95 

157 

A/6 

2.0 EX 

293 995 

6.9 

164 

8.5 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 EX auto 

306 995 

7.2 



4/2.0 

J1^ 

194 

A/6 

2.0 SX 

, 323 995 

6.9 

164 

8.5 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 SX auto 

336 995 

7.2 

170 

9.3 

4/2.0 

118 

194 

A/6 

Koup 

1.6T 

349 995 

7.2 

170 

7.7 

4/1 .6T 

152 

265 

M/6 

1 .6T auto 

. 362 995 

7.9 

187 

7.4 

4/1 .6T 

152 

265 

A/6 


1 SPORTAGE 


VERDICT 1 Takes Sport Utility into the new age 



SS^ 

SPORTAGE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Ignite 

342 995 

8.7 

207 

10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 

372 995 

8.7 

207 

10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 auto 

385 995 

8.9 

213 

11.5 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

2.0CRDi 

402 995 

6.7 

175 

9.4 

4/2.0TD 

130 

382 

M/6 

2.0CRDi auto 

415 995 

7.3 

192 

9.6 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDiTec auto 

434 995 

7.3 

192 

9.6 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0 AWD 

407 995 

8.7 

207 

11.3 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 AWD auto 

420 995 

8.9 

213 

11.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

2.0CRDi AWD 

437 995 

6.7 

175 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

382 

M/6 

2.0CRDi AWD auto 

450 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDi AWD Tec auto 

469 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 

2.0CRDi AWD Explore 

491 995 

7.3 

192 

9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 


1 SORENTO 



VERDICT I Lots of car for lots of money 


SORENTO 

2.4 LS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

379 995 9.2 220 10.5 4/2.4 127 225 M/6 


499 995 6.7 174 9.3 4/2.2TP 147 440 A/6 


2.2CRDi AWD EX 

599 995 

6.7 

174 9.3 

4/2.2TD 147 440 

A/6 

2.2CRDi AWD SX 

634 995 

6.8 

177 9.6 

4/2.2TD 147 440 

A/6 


LAMBORGHINI 


VERDICT I Blows the aging Gallardo into the history books 




HURACAN 

LP610-4 coupe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4 795 000 12.5 290 3.2 V10/5.2 449 560 D/7 


AVENTADOR 


AVENTADOR | Less scare, more dramatic flair 


AVENTADOR 

LP700-4 coupe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7 195 000 16.0 370 2.9 V12/6.5 515 690 S/7 


LP700-4 Roadster 


7 545 000 16.0 370 3.0 V12/6.5 515 690 S/7 


LAND ROVER 


VERDICT 1 Best 4x4xfar, or the worst. It depends who you ask 



DEFENDER PRICE 

90 TD station wagon S 543 800 


L/100 C02 
10.0 266 


0-100 P/T 

15.8 4/2.2TD 


KW NM GEAR 

90 360 M/6 


90 TD station wagon Heritage 

90 TD station wagon Adventure 

110 TD pick-up E 


605 500 10.0 266 15.8 4/2.2TD 90 360 M/6 

658 300 10.0 266 15.8 4/2.2TD 90 360 M/6 

507 200 11.1 295 15.8 4/2.2TD 90 360 M/6 


110 TD high-capacity pick-up E 
110 TD hardtop E 

110 TD station wagon S 

110 TD station wagon Heritage 


523 400 
527 600 

583 200 

667 300 


11.1 295 
11.1 295 
11.1 295 
11.1 295 


15.8 4/2.2TD 
15.8 4/2.2TD 
15.8 4/2.2TD 
15.8 4/2.2TD 


90 360 M/6 
90 360 M/6 

90 360 M/6 

90 360 M/6 


110 TD station wagon Adventure 
110 TD double cab S 


704 700 
602 400 


11.1 295 15.8 4/2.2TD 90 360 M/6 
11.1 295 15.8 4/2.2TD 90 360 M/6 


611 300 11.1 295 17.0 4/2.2TD 90 360 M/6 


DISCOVERY SPORT 


VERDICT I Brilliant, new-era baby Disco rewrites the rules 


DISCOVERY SPORT 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

TD4S 

545 901 

6.0 

159 

10.3 4/2.2TD 

110 

400 

A/9 

SD4S 

595 020 

6.3 

166 

8.9 

4/2. 2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4S 

_ 598 200 

8.3 

197 

8.2 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

SD4SE 

640 320 

6.3 

166 

8.9 

4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4SE 

643 500 

8.3 

197 

8.2 

4/2. OT 

177 

340 

A/9 

SD4HSE 

697 020 

6.3 

166 

8.9 

4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4 HSE 

, 700 200 

8.3 

197 

8.2 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

SD4 HSE Luxury 

736 120 

6.3 

166 

8.9 

4/2. 2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4 HSE Luxury 

739 300 

8.3 

197 

8.2 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 


I RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 


VERDICT I Notjust fancy fashion, but capable and fun too 


RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

SD4SE 

_ 680 922 

6.3 

167 

8.5 

4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4SE 

710 090 

8.3 

193 

7.6 

4/2. OT 

177 

340 

A/9 

SD4 HSE Dynamic 

815 622 

6.3 

167 

8.5 

4/2. 2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4 HSE Dynamic 

844 790 

8.3 

193 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

SD4 Autobiography 

865 622 

6.3 

167 

8.5 

4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4 Autobiography 

894 790 

8.3 

193 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

coupe 

SD4 HSE Dynamic 

815 212 

6.2 

163 

8.5 

4/2. 2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4 HSE Dynamic 

844 790 

8.3 

193 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 


DISCOVERY 



VERDICT 1 All the tools you need to go discover 

DISCOVERY 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

TDV6 XS 

731 386 

8.8 

230 

10.4V6/3.0TD 

155 

520 

A/8 

SDV6S 

874 886 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.0TD 


600 

A/8 

SCV6 SE 

928 529 

12.2 

285 

8.1 

V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 SE 

929 286 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.OTD 188 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 HSE 

1 024 429 


285 

8.1 

V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 HSE 

1 025 286 

8.8 

230 

9.3 V6/3.0TD 

188 

600 

A/8 



Rack 'em 
and stack 'em. 

Bicycle rack for roof bars - R1800 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


O 61 M CAPt TOWN 81 448/E 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 













112 THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 


I RANGE ROVER SPORT 


VERDICT I Sharper, lighter faster. Sport means business 


RANGE ROVER SPORT 

SCV6S 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


TDV6S 

1 007 631 7.9 209 7.2 V6/3.0TD 183 600 A/8 

SCV6 SE 

1 080 774 11.3 264 7.2 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 

SDV6 SE 

1 167 031 7.9 _209. 7,2 V6/3.0TD 215 - 600 A/S 

SCV6 HSE 

1 279 774 11.3 264 7.2 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 

SDV6 HSE 

1 394 531 7.9 209 7.2 V6/3.0TD 215 600 A/8 

SCV6 HST 

1 393 074 11.3 264 7.1 V6/3.0S 280 450 A/8 

Supercharged HSE Dynamic 

1 521 023 13.8 321 5.37 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

SDV8 HSE Dynamic 

1 531 383 8.7 229 6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography Dynamic 

1 664 323 13.8 321 5.3 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography Dynamic 

1 675 283 8.7 229 6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

SVR 

1 923 125 13.8 322 4.7 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 




PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

734 100 _ 1Q.6__25Q_ 8.0 V6/3.5 204 346 A/6 


932 600 6.3 148 7.8 V6/3.5e 220e317+e C/V 


VERDICT I Queen Mary II, eat your heart out 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 364 400 14.8 350 7.5 V8/5.7 270 530 A/6 


LS 


VERDICT I Credible alternative to the Germans 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 424 900 10.7 2.49. 5.7 V8/4.6 .285 493 A/8 . 


I RANGE ROVER 


VERDICT I The default luxury SUV massively improved 


RANGE ROVER 

Range Rover 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

TDV6 Vogue 

1 572 578 8.6 227 7.9 V6/3.0TD 190 600 A/8 

SDV8 Vogue SE 

1 879 483 8.7 229 6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

Supercharged Vogue SE 

1 936 525 13.8 322 5.4 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography 

2 113 483 8.7 229 6.9 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography 

2 170 325 13.8 322 5.4 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

Range Rover L 


L SDV8 Autobiography 

2 202 283 8.7 229 7.0 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

L Supercharged Autobiography 

2 259 125 13.8 322 5.8 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 

L SDV8 SVAutobiography 

3 038 483 8.7 229 7.0 V8/4.4TD 250 740 A/8 

L Supercharged SVAutobiography 

3 181 225 13.8 322 5.7 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 





LEXUS 

1 

QI— 


VERDICT 1 Posh Prius is a decent sports hatch... for a hybrid 


CT 

200hE 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

434 800 4.1 95 10.3 4/1.8e 100e142+e C/V 



[f§ 


1 VERDICT 1 New-age Camry with all the trimmings i 

ES 

250 EX 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

478 900 8.0 188 10.05 4/2.5 135 235 A/6 

300h EX 

565 700 5.5 130 8.5 4/2.5e 151e213+e C/V 



|l 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Sportier, edgier and closer to the benchmark i 


IS 

350 E 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

527 900 9.7 225 5.9 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 

350 EX 

580 700 9.7 225 5.9 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 

350 F-Sport 

627 300 9.7 225 6.65 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 



1 


1 VERDICT 1 Lexus gets all its angles right 


NX 

200tE 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

539 900 7.9 184 7.1 4/2.0T 

KW NM GEAR 

175 350 A/6 

200t EX 

579 900 7.9 184 7.1 4/2.0T 175 350 A/6 

200t F-Sport 

659 900 7.9 184 7.61 4/2.0T 175 350 A/6 

300h EX 

633 000 6.0 140 9.2 4/2.5e 145e210+e C/V 



|GS 1 


1 VERDICT 1 New breed of sportier Lexus retains old qualities 


GS 

350 EX 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

679 600 10.0 232 6.0 V6/3.5 233 378 A/8 

350 F-Sport 

746 300 10.0 232 6.0 V6/3.5 233 378 A/8 

450h SE 

943 000 6.3 147 5.9 V6/3.5e 254e352+e C/V 


MAHIN DRA 

VERDICT I For those who have a passion for Indian motoring 


BOLERO 

2.5Di Maxitruck Plus 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

127 995 7.0 n/a n/a 4/2.5TD 46 195 M/5 


2.5TD Loader 


149 995 9.5 251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 238 M/5 


162 995 9.5 251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 238 M/5 


194 995 9.5 251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 238 M/5 


2.5TD double cab 


185 995 9.5 251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 235 M/5 


2.5TD double cab 4x4 


9.5 251 n/a 4/2.5TD 74 235 M/5 


I GENIO 


VERDICT I It’s a Xylo bakkie. What more can we say? 


GENIO 

2.2CRDe 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

184 995 7.9 210 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


209 995 7.9 210 n/a 4/2.2TD 88 290 M/5 


2.2CRDe double cab 


219 995 7.9 210 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


VERDICT I Tell me quanto, quanto, quantoooooo... 


QUANTO 

2.2CRDe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

221 995 7.6 200 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


IXYLO 



1 , 

1 VERDICT 1 Mahindra resurrects the Toyota Condor 

4 



XYLO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2CRDe E2 

229 995 

7.6 

200 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe E8 

254 995 

7.6 

200 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 


1 SCORPIO 

1 

1 VERDICT 1 Priced to please, styled not to 

1'' 



SCORPIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Pik-Up 









2.5TCI Loader 

169 995 

9.9 

260 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

74 

258 

M/5 

2.5TCI 

190 995 

9.9 

260 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

74 

258 

M/5 

2.5TCI 4x4 

234 995 

9.9 

260 

_n^ 

^^^5TD^ 


258 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 

199 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe Adyenture 

232 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 

253 995 

8.8 

233 

_n^ 


89 

290 

_M/^ 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adyenture 

286 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

Pik-Up double cab 

2.5TCI 

233 995 

9.9 

260 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

74 

258 

M/5 

2.5TCI 4x4 

261 995 

9.9 

260 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

74 

258 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 

254 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe Adyenture 

287 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 

281 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

311 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

SUV 


2.2CRDe VLX 


249 995 8.8 233 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


2.2CRDe VLX Adventure 275 995 8.8 233 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX 


289 995 8.8 233 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX Adventure 315 995 8.8 233 n/a 4/2.2TD 89 290 M/5 


VERDICT I The first truly worthwhile Mahindra 


XUV500 

2.2CRDe W4 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

259_995 __ 7.1 _180_ n/a _4/2.2TD_103_33O _M/6_ _ 


299 995 7.1 180 n/a 4/2.2TD 103 330 M/6 


329 995 7.1 180 n/a 4/2.2TD 103 330 M/6 


2.2CRDe W8 AWD 




MASERATI 


VERDICT I Excellent 5 Series rival from Italy 




GHIBLI 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Ghibli 

.1322MQ-. 

. 9,,a.-223 ..53 . V6i.3..0T 243. _ 

500 

-.A/8- . 

Diesel 

1 370 000 

5.9 158 6.3 V6/3.0TD 202 

600 

A/8 

S 

1 622 000 

10.4 242 5.0 V6/3.0T 301 

550 

A/8 



1 QUATTROPORTE 


VERDICT I As good as any of its German adversaries 


QUATTROPORTE 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Diesel 

1 820 000 

6.2 163 6.4 V6/3.0TD 202 

600 

A/8 

S 

2 077 000 

7.1 179 5.1 V6/3.0T 301 

550 

A/8 

GTS 

2 477 000 

11.8 274 4.7 V8/3.8T 390 

710 

A/8 



I GRANTURISMO/GRANCABRIO 


VERDICT I Future Italian classic 


GRANTURISMO/GRANCABRIO PRICE 
GranTurismo 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


Sport 


2 258195 14.3 331 4.8 V8/4.7 338 520 A/6 


Sport Cambiocorsa 

MC Stradale 


2 356 000 15.5 360 4.7 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 

2 756 000 14.4 337 4.5 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 


Sport 


2 611 000 14.5 337 5.0 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 


2 956 000 14.5 337 4.9 V8/4.7 338 520 S/6 


MAXUS 


VERDICT 1 A Chinese Viano 




V80 

2.5TD Comfort 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

339 900 7.4 230 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 330 M/5 


2.5TD Deluxe 


410 000 7.4 230 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 330 M/5 


MAZDA 


MAZDA2 


MAZDA2 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

1 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5 Active 

, 188 000 

5.5 

130 

8.7 

4/1.5 

82 

145 

M/6 

1.5 Dynamic 

199 900 

5.5 

130 

8.7 

4/1.5 

82 

145 

M/6 

1.5 Dynamic auto 

211 300 

5.7 

134 

n/a 

4/1.5 

82 

145 

A/6 

1.5 Indiyidual 

211 400 

5.5 

130 

8.7 

4/1.5 

82 

145 

M/6 

1.5 Indiyidual auto 

222 800 

5.7 

134 

10.2 

4/1.5 

82 

145 

A/6 

1.5DE Hazumi 

259 900 

4.4 

115 

10.1 4/1. 5TD 

77 

220 

A/6 











MAZDA3 



m 

VERDICT 1 Dynamics, cabin quality and verve make it a winner 

L. 



MAZDA3 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.6 Original 

232 900 

6.2 

147 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1 .6 Actiye 

242 900 

6.2 

147 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamic 

253 100 

6.2 

147 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamic auto 

263 600 

6.9 

164 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

A/4 

2.0 Indiyidual 

293 600 

6.2 

146 

8.8 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

M/6 

2.0 Indiyidual auto 

304 100 

5.9 

140 

n/a 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 

2.0 Astina 

330 800 

5.9 

140 

10.3 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 

sedan 



















THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 113 


1.6 Oriqinal 

232 900 

6.0 

142 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1 .6 Active 

242 900 

6.0 

142 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamic 

253 100 

6.0 

142 

13.21 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamic auto 

263 600 

6.7 

159 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

144 

A/4 

2.0 indiyidual 

293 600 

_ 6.1 

145 

8.9 

_ 4/2.0_ 

121 

210_ 

M/6 _ 

2.0 indiyidual auto 

304 100 

5.8 

139 

10.4 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 

2.0 Astina 

330 800 

5.8 

139 

10.4 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

A/6 


VERDICT 1 Massively improved in every area bar the looks 



BT-50 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2 SLX 

292 200 

7.6 

199 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

Freestyle Cab 

2.2 SLX 

307 300 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2 SLE 

350 400 

9.3 


n/a 5/3.2TD 


470 

M/6 

3.2 SLE auto 

362 400 

9.1 

239 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE 

-402 400 

9.8 

258 

n/a. 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

.M/6 

double cab 

2.2 SLE 

370 400 


_202_ 


412^2^ 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2 SLE 

402 400 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 SLE auto 

412 400 

9.1 

239 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE 

454 400 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE auto 

466 400 

9.7 

255 

n/a 5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 



VERDICT I Manic grin, creased doors hide exceilent family car 


MAZDA5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Oriqinal 

268 900 

8.2 

194 

10.8 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

M/6 

2.0 Actiye auto 

283 500 

8.3 

198 

13.1 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

A/5 

2.0 Indiyidual 

294 200 

8.2 

198 10.8 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

M/6 

2.0 Indiyidual auto 

308 500 

8.3 

198 

13.1 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

A/5 


|CX-5 


VERDICT 1 As good as any in the class. Shortlist 

CX-5 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Actiye 

319 500 

6.4 

149 

9.3 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

M/6 

2.0 Actiye auto 

329 300 

6.4 

148 


4/2.0 

J21_ 

210 

A/6 

2.0 Dynamic 

329 600 

6.4 

149 

9.3 

4/2.0 

121 

210 

M/6 

2.2DE Actiye 

378 300 

5.7 

151 

10.0 4/2.2TD 

110 

380 

A/6 

2.5 Indiyidual 

408 700 

6.9 

160 

n/a 

4/2.5 

141 

256 

A/6 

2.2DE AWD Akera 

465 400 

5.9 

155 

9.77 4/2.2TD 

129 

420 

A/6 


VERDICT 1 Refined, quiet and stylish new flagship 



MAZDA6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 Actiye 

342 000 

6.1 

142 

n/a 

4/2.0 

114 

200 

M/6 

2.0 Actiye auto 

358 000 

6.0 

138 

n/a 

4/2.0 

114 

200 

A/6 

2.5 Dynamic 

373 000 

6.6 

153 

9.1 

4/2.5 

138 

250 

A/6 

2.5 Indiyidual 

399 500 

6.6 

153 

9.1 

4/2.5 

138 

250 

A/6 

2.2DE Dynamic 

404 000 

5.3 

139 

8.4 

4/2.2TD 

129 

420 

A/6 

2.2DE Atenza 

430 500 

5.3 

139 

8.4 

4/2.2TD 

129 

420 

A/6 




McLaren 


VERDICT I Who buys an entry-level Macca? 


540C 

540C 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

POA 11.1 258 3.5 V8/3.8T 

KW NM GEAR 

397 540 D/7 





VERDICT 1 McLaren plays the numbers game. Scores 

570S 

570S 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.1 258 3.2 V8/3.8T 419 600 D/7 




|650S 


VERDICT I A prettier, punchier, more engaging 12C 


650S 

coupe 


PRICE 

POA 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

11.7 275 3.0 V8/3.8T 478 678 S/7 


Spider 


11.7 275 3.0 V8/3.8T 478 678 S/7 


|675LT 



VERDIC1 

r I More power, better aero for new range-ti 

opper 


675LT 

675LT 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

_ POA _ 117_ _275_ 2.9 _V8/3.8T 496 700 p/j 


MERCEDES-BENZ / MERCEDES-AMG 


VERDICT I Reinvented hatch’s appeal letdown by harsh ride 


A-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

A200 

376 642 

5.8 

136 

8.4 

4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

A200 auto 

394 334 

5.7 

133 

8.3 

4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

D/7 

A200CDI 

404 400 

4.5 

116 

9,3 

4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

M/6 

A200CDI auto 

_4224a0_ 

4.1 

108 

9.2 

4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

DJ7 

A220CDI 

444 400 

4.4 

115 

8.2 

4/2.1TD 

125 

350 

D/7 

A250 Sport 

481 273 

6.4 

148 

6.95 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

D/7 

A45 AMG 4Matic 

659 717 

7.1 

165 

4.6 

4/2.0T 

265 

450 

D/7 




VERDICT I Same-again tallboy hatch gets tech, quality boost 


B-CLASS 

B200 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

389 736 5.8 134 8.6 4/1 .6T 115 250 M/6 


407 223 5.5 129 8.4 4/1 .6T 115 250 D/7 


404 200 4.5 117 9.9 4/2.1TD 100 300 M/6 


B200CDI auto 


422 200 4.2 111 9.8 4/2.1TD 100 300 D/7 


448 000 4.3 111 8.3 4/2.1TD 125 350 D/7 


6.3 147 6.8 4/2.0T 155 350 D/7 


CLA 


VERDICT I Sexier, pricier A-Class with a boot 


CLA 

CLA200 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

408 429 5.7 131 8.6 4/1 .6T 115 250 M/6 


426 326 5.5 130 8.5 4/1 .6T 115 250 D/7 


465 600 4.5 117 8.2 4/2.1TD 125 350 D/7 


CLA250 Sport 4Matic 

CLA45 AMG 4Matic 


565 588 6.6 154 6.6 4/2.0T 155 350 D/7 

741 617 7.1 165 4.91 4/2,0T 265 450 D/7 


GLA 


VERDICT I High-riding A-Class for the mink and manure set 


GLA 

GLA200 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

440 849 5.9 139 8.9 4/1.6T 115 250 M/6 


GLA200 auto 

GLA200CDI 
GLA200CDI auto 


458 747 5.9 138 8.8 4/1 .6T 115 250 D/7 

465 000 4.5 119 10.0 4/2.1TD 100 300 M/6 

483 000 4.5 119 9.9 4/2.1TD 100 300 D/7 


GLA220CDI 4Matic 


538 631 5.1 132 8.76 4/2.1TD 125 350 D/7 


GLA250 4Matic 


6.6 154 7.1 4/2.0T 155 350 D/7 


GLA45 AMG 4Matic 


790 843 7.5 175 4.8 4/2.0T 265 450 D/7 


C-CLASS SEDAN / ESTATE 


VERDICT I Like the brilliant new S-Class, just smaller 


C-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









C180 

437 418 

5.5 

127 

8.2 

4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

Cl 80 auto 

456 739 

5.8 

135 

8.5 

4/1. 6T 

115 

250 

A/7 

C200 

459 731 

5.7 

132 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

M/6 

C200 auto 

478 129 

5.6 

131 

7.85 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

A/7 

C220 Bluetec 

482 000 

4.2 

109 

8.1 

4/2.1TD 

125 

400 

M/6 

C220 Bluetec auto 

500 500 

4.5 

117 

7.8 

4/2.1TD 

125 

400 

A/7 

C250 

529 749 

5.9 

139 

6.6 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

C250 BlueTec 

553 100 

4.5 

117 

6.6 

4/2.1TD 

150 

500 

A/7 

C300 

566 196 

6.3 

146 

5.9 

4/2.0T 

180 

370 

A/9 

Mercedes-AMG C63 

1 012 087 

8.2 

192 

4.1 

V8/4.0T 

350 

650 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 Edition 1 

1 224 087 

8.2 

192 

4.1 

V8/4.0T 

350 

650 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 S 

1 171 495 

8.4 

195 

4.0 

V8/4.0T 

375 

700 

S/7 

Mercedes-AMG C63 S Edition 1 

1 346 495 

8.4 

195 

4.0 

V8/4.0T 

375 

700 

S/7 

estate 

C180 

471 231 

5.6 

132 

8.4 

4/1 .6T 

115 

250 

M/6 

Cl 80 auto 

490 039 

5.8 

135 

8.7 

4/1. 6T 

115 

250 

A/7 

C200 

493 339 

5.8 

135 

7.7 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

M/6 


C250 BlueTec 

586 400 4.8 124 6.9 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/7 



1 C-CLASS COUPE 


VERDICT 1 Overshadowed by new sedan but still a class act ' 


C-CLASS 

C180 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

468 875 6.4 149 8.5 4/1 .6T 

KW NM GEAR 

115 250 M/6 

Cl 80 auto 

487 170 6.3 147 8.5 4/1,6T 115 250 A/7 

C250 

573 012 7.0 163 7.2 4/1.8T 150 310 A/7 

C250CDI 

573 849 5.3 139 7.1 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/7 

C350 

682 214 7.0 164 6.0 V6/3.5 225 370 A/7 

C63 AMG 

1 069 716 12.0 280 4.4 V8/6.2 336 600 S/7 

C63 AMG Edition 507 

1 191 716 12.0 280 4.2 V8/6.2 373 610 S/7 

C63 AMG Leqacy Edition 

POA 12.0 280 4.2 V8/6.2 373 610 S/7 



1 V-CLASS 


VERDICT 1 Still a favourite of the local tour operator set 

V-CLASS 

V200CDI 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

695 981 6.5 171 14.7 4/2.1TD 

KW NM GEAR 

100 330 M/6 

V200CDI auto 

719 981 6.1 159 13.6 4/2.1TD 100 330 A/7 

V220CDI 

726 875 6.1 159 12.5 4/2.1TD 120 380 M/6 

V220CDI auto 

750 875 5.9 154 11.5 4/2.1TD 120 380 A/7 

V250 BlueTec 

782 416 6.0 158 9.1 4/2.1TD 140 440 A/7 

V220CDI Avantqarde 

949175 5.9 154 11.5 4/2.1TD 120 380 A/7 

V250 BlueTec Ayantqarde 

984 196 6.0 158 9.1 4/2.1TD 140 440 A/7 



SLK 



SLK 

SLK200 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

648 778 6.5 150 7.0 4/2.0T 135 300 M/6 

SLK200 auto 

667 688 6.6 154 6.9 4/2.0T 135 300 A/9 

SLK300 

722 462 6.2 144 5.8 4/2.0T 180 370 A/9 

SLK350 

856 022 7.2 167 5.6 V6/3.5 225 370 A/7 

SLK55 AMG 

1 113 595 8.4 195 4.6 V8/5.5 310 540 A/7 



1 E-CLASS SEDAN/ESTATE 


VERDICT 1 Dramatic overhaui raises bar, restores appeal 

E-CLASS 

sedan 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

E200 

635 778 5.8 150 7.9 4/2.0T 135 300 A/7 

E250 

673 278 5.8 150 7.4 4/2.0T 155 350 A/7 

E250CDI 

681 642 5.2 136 7.5 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/7 

E300 BlueTec Hybrid 

835 000 4.2 119 7.5 4/2.1TDe 170e 590e A/7 

E350 BlueTec 

841 096 6.0 157 6.6 V6/3.0TD 185 620 A/7 

E400 

867 469 7.9 185 5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 

E500 

, 1 095 031 8.9 209 4.9 V8/4.7T 300 600 A/7 

E63AMG 

1 502 986 9.8 230 4.2 V8/5.5T 410 720 S/7 

E63 AMG S 

1 644 591 9.9 232 4.1 V8/5.5T 430 800 S/7 

estate 


E250 estate 

732 494 6.3 156 7.8 4/2.0T 155 350 A/7 



1 E-CLASS COUPE/CABRIOLET 


VERDICT 1 Mixes sexier suits, prestige, power and efficiency 

E-CLASS 

coupe 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

KW NM GEAR 

E250 

663 557 6.1 142 7.1 4/2.0T 155 350 A/7 

E250CDI 

684 123 4.9 129 7.3 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/7 

E400 

885 348 7.6 177 5.2 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 

E500 

1 074 431 8.9 209 4.8 V8/4.7T 300 600 A/7 

cabriolet 


E250 

749 278 6.5 150 7.5 4/2.0T 155 350 A/7 

E400 

980 869 7.9 185 5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 

E500 

1 144 142 9.1 213 4.9 V8/4.7T 300 600 A/7 






VERDICT I Drives better, looks worse 


CLS 

CLS250CDI 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

761 847 5.3 138 7.5^.4/2,1.TD ,150 500 A/9 


CLS350 BlueTec 


895 257 5.4 142 6.5 V6/3.0TD 190 370 A/9 


CLS400 

CLS500 


893 130 7.3 170 5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 

1 128 105 8.5 199 4.8 V8/4.7T 300 600 A/9 


1 612 620 10.4 243 3.6 V8/5.5T 430 800 S/7 



Standing still has 
never looked so fast. 

Aerodynamic kit - R22 830 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 
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GLE 


VERDICT I The ML is no longer. Welcome the new GLE 


GLE 

GLE250d 


PRICE 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

_£,9_13J_8,J_^/2JXD_l5Q_^_Q(L_A/9_ 


MG 


VERDICT I MG plays Polo in custom clothing 


970 053 6.6 179 7.1 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/9 


968 747 9.2 _ 215 _6.1 -V6/3.0T 245 480__ A/7_ 


1 181 287 11.5 2§a.^.a_ymZ:L -320_^0-Q_A/.7_ 


1 726 006 11.8 276 4.3 V8/5.5T 410 700 A/7 


1 855 006 11.8 276 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 760 A/7 


I GLE COUPE 


VERDICT I Sportier, sleeker ML Nobody mention X6 


GLE COUPE 

GLE350d coupe 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 006 774 7.2 187 7.0 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/9 


GLE450 AMG coupe 1 110 057 9.4 219 5.7 V6/3.0T 270 520 A/9 

Mercedes-AMG GLE63 S coupe 1 876111 11.9 278 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 760 A/7 


[gT 


VERDICT I Classy, go-anywhere 7-seater waftmobile 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 163 031 8.0 209 7.9 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 


1 324 387 11.5 269 5.4 V8/4.7T 320 700 A/7 


1 991 537 12.3 288 5.48 V8/5.5T 410 760 A/7 


I G-CLASS 


VERDICT I For those who appreciate a high differential count 


G-CLASS 

G300CDI Professional 


PRICE 

1 053 986 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW 

11.7 307 12.3V6/3.0TD 135 


NM GEAR 

400 A/5 


G350 BlueTec 


1 398 255 11.2 295 9.1 V6/3.0TD 155 540 A/7 


1 564 393 14.9 348 6.1 V8/5.5 285 530 A/7 


MGS 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5 

159 900 

5.9 

138 

11.5 

4/1.5 

78 

135 

M/5 

1.5 Wired 

185 900 

5.9 

138 

115_ 

4/1.5 


135 

M/5 

1.5 Style 

199 900 

5.9 

138 11.43 

4/1.5 

78 

135 

M/5 

1.5 Style R 

210 000 

5.9 

138 

n/a 

4/1.5 

88 

135 

M/5 


1 MG6 



& 

VERDICT 1 Made in China, compiled in Fngland 




4 


MG6 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

saloon 









1.8T Comfort 

^49900. 

7A 

184. 

.8.4 

4/18I-- 

1.18- 

215. 

MA... 

1.8T R Comfort 

270 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1 .8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Comfort RG Motorsport 

299 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1. 8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

1.8T Luxury 

259 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe 

289 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T R Deluxe 

309 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe RG Motorsport 

330 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1. 8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

fastback 

1.8T Comfort 

249 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T R Comfort 

270 900 

7.9 

184 

8,4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Comfort RG Motorsport 

299 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1. 8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

1.8T Luxury 

259 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe 

289 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T R Deluxe 

309 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe RG Motorsport 

330 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1. 8T 

165 

315 

M/5 



2 131 625 13.8 322 5.4 V8/5.5T 400 760 A/7 



L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW 

I 7.7 179 5.2 V6/3.0T 245 


J 611 944 9.2 214 4.6 V8/4.7T 320 700 A/7 


2 152 789 9.9 231 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 


2 790 990 11.6 270 4.0 V12/6.0T 463 1 000 A/7 


I S-CLASS 


VERDICT I Tech masterpiece. So clever it could drive itself 


S-CLASS 

S-Class 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

S350 BlueTec 

1 324 391 5.9 155 6.8 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 

S400 Hybrid 

1 338 901 6.8 159 6.8 V6/3.5e 245e 370+e A/7 

S500 

^1 721 742 9.1 213 4.8 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/7 

S63 AMG 

2 361 204 10.1 237 4.4 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

S-Class L 


S350 BlueTec L 

.1 361 399 6.0 158 6.8 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 

S400 Hybrid L 

1 375 601 6.8 159 6.8 V6/3.5e 245e 370+e A/7 

S400L 

1 371 054 7.7 179 5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 

S500L 

1 760 442 9.1 213 4.8 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/7 

S600L 

2 271 574 11.3 264 4.6 V12/6.0T 390 830 A/7 

S63AMGL 

2 398 604 10.1 237 4.4 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

S65AMGL 

2 972 813 11.9 279 4.3 V12/6.0T 463 1 000 A/7 



1 MERCEDES-AMG GT 


1 VERDICT 1 Noise, emotion, beauty -the GT has it all 

AMGGT 

GT 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 651 850 9.3 216 4.0 V8/4.0T 340 600 S/7 

GTS 

1 991 670 9.6 224 3.8 V8/4.0T 375 650 S/7 

GT S Edition 1 

2 202 670 9.6 224 3.8 V8/4.0T 375 650 S/7 



1 S-CLASS COUPE ^ 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Hyper-tech grand tourer leans towards greatness 

S-CLASS COUPE 

S500 coupe 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 921 618 8.8 204 4.6 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/9 

S63 AMG coupe 

2 511 104 10.1 237 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

S65 AMG coupe 

3 087 013 11.9 279 4.1 V12/6.0T 463 1000 S/7 


HATCH 

3-door 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

One 

259 800 

4.6 

108 

9.9 

3/1. 2T 

75 

180 

M/6 

Cooper 

303 500 

4.7 

110 

7.9 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

M/6 

Cooper auto 

320 400 

4.9 

115 

7.8 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

A/6 

Cooper S 

371 847 

5.9 

138 

6.94 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

387 618 

5.5 

127 

6.7 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

A/6 

John Cooper Works 

421 694 

6.7 

156 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

170 

320 

M/6 

John Cooper Works auto 

441 436 

5.8 

134 

6.1 

4/2.0T 

170 

320 

A/6 

5-door 

One 

269 800 

4.8 

112 

10.1 

3/1. 2T 

75 

180 

M/6 

Cooper 

312 500 

4.9 

114 

8.2 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

M/6 

Cooper auto 

329 400 

5.0 

116 

8.1 

3/1. 5T 

100 

230 

A/6 

Cooper S 

383 052 

6.0 

140 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

398 823 

5.5 

129 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

A/6 


CONVERTIBLE 

J 





r 



1 VERDICT 1 If you must have a roofless Mini, get the Roadster 

km 




CONVERTIBLE 

Cooper 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

331 257 6.1 142 9.8 4/1.6 90 160 M/6 

Cooper auto 

350 004 6.9 160 11.1 4/1.6 90 160 A/6 

Cooper S 

402 975 6.4 149 7.3 4/1.6T 135 260 M/6 

Cooper S auto 

420 901 6.8 159 7.6 4/1.6T 135 260 A/6 

John Cooper Works 

464 822 7.2 167 6.9 4/1.6T 155 280 M/6 

John Cooper Works auto 

482 748 7.6 177 7.1 4/1 .6T 155 280 A/6 



[COUNTRYMAN | 


VERDICT IBMWX0.5 


COUNTRYMAN 

Cooper 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

343 283 6.5 152 10.5 4/1.6 90 160 M/6 

Cooper auto 

362 748 7.6 177 11.6 4/1.6 90 160 A/6 

Cooper S 

404 488 6.6 154 7.6 4/1 .6T 135 260 M/6 

Cooper S auto 

423 543 7.5 175 7.9 4/1.6T 135 260 A/6 

John Cooper Works ALL4 

501 272 8.0 186 7.0 4/1 .6T 160 280 M/6 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 

518 890 8.3 193 7.0 4/1.6T 160 280 A/6 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

404 488 6.6 154 7.5 4/1.6T 135 260 M/6 

423 543 7.5 175 7.8 4/1.6T 135 260 A/6 


John Cooper Works ALL4 501 272 8.0 186 6.9 4/1.6T 160 280 M/6 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 518890 8.3 193 6.9 4/1.6T 160 280 A/6 


MITSUBISHI 


VERDICT I No fighter jet, but fun, frugal and great value 




MIRAGE 

1.2 GL 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

134 900 4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


144 900 4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


154 900 4.9 115 11.7 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


ASX 


VERDICT I Faces an uphill battle against Korean twins 




ASX 

2.0 GL 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

299 900 7,5 175 9,6 4/2,0 110 197 M/5 


7.5 175 9.6 4/2.0 110 197 M/5 


7.5 175 9.6 4/2.0 110 197 M/5 


359 900 7.4 173 11.5 4/2.0 110 197 C/V 


LANCER 


VERDICT I Still-cool, old-school Japanese street fighter 


LANCER 

Evolution X 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

699 900 10.8 256 5.66 4/2.0T 217 366 D/6 


TRITON 


VERDICT I Looks divide, but competes on quality and ability 


TRITON 

2.4 GL 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

179 900 10.2 242 n/a 4/2.4 97 202 M/5 

2.4 GLX 

^ 194 900 10.2 242 n/a 4/2.4 97 202 M/5 

2.5DI-DGL 

204 900 8.1 212 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 

2.5DI-DGLX 

244 900 8.1 212 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 

ClubCab 

2.5DI-D 

299 900 8.2 214 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 

double cab 

2.5DI-D 

359 900 8.3 216 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 

2.5DI-D4X4 

. 429 900 8.6 225 n/a 4/2.5TD 131 400 M/5 


OUTLANDER | 


VERDICT 1 Grander, all-new version of popular mid-size SUV 

OUTLANDER 

2.4 GLS Exceed 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

439 900 8.2 192 10.76 4/2.4 123 222 C/V 



[PAJERO SPORT 


VERDICT 1 Beats Fortuner injust about every area bar sales 


PAJERO SPORT 

2.5DI-D auto 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

449 900 8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 131 350 A/5 


2.5DI-D4X4 

484 900 7.8 206 11.0 4/2.5TD 131 400 M/5 

2.5DI-D 4x4 auto 

499 900 8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 131 350 A/5 



PAJERO 


VERDICT I Avoid Spanish-speaking countries and the Dakar 




PAJERO 

3-door3.2DI-DGLS 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

579 900 10.1 245 12.0 4/3.2TD 140 441 A/5 


5-door 3.2DI-DGLS 


649 900 10.1 245 12.3 4/3.2TD 140 441 A/5 


5-door 3.2DI-DGLS Exceed 669 900 10.1 245 12.3 4/3.2TD 140 441 A/5 


NISSAN 


VERDICT I Decent package, cartoon style 


MICRA 

1.2 Visia+ 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

150500 5.2 124 13.2 3/1.2 56 104 M/5 


.182 000 6.3 150 9.78 4/1. 5TD 73 134 M/5 
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NP200 


1 NAVARA 1 

VERDICT 1 Tasked with replacing a RWD icon, and it’s up for it 


VERDICT 1 Makes fans easily, though not the only big boy now | 




1.4 Turbo Enjoy auto 


297 900 6.6 154 n/a 4/1.4T 103 200 A/6 


1.6 Turbo Cosmo 


308 600 6.8 159 8.7 4/1 .6T 132 266 M/6 


PRICE 

143 200 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


1.6i pack 
1.6i Stealth 


161 000 8.1 192 n/a 4/1.6 64 128 M/5 

-1-^-6QQ 8.1 192 n/a 4/1.6 64 128 M/5 


8.0 189 n/a 4/1.6 77 148 M/5 


204 900 8.0 189 11.39 4/1.6 77 148 M/5 


203 900 5.3 140 n/a 4/1.5TD 63 200 M/5 


228 000 5.3 140 n/a 4/1.5TD 63 200 M/5 


VERDICT I The new Tiida is a Micra with a boot called Almera 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

186 000 6.3 149 n/a 4/1.5 73 134 M/5 


NAVARA 

PRICE 

L/100 

rn9 n.inn p/t 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 

KingCab 



1.6 Essentia 

264 200 

5.9 

139 

11.7 

4/1.6 

85 

155 

M/5 

2.5dCiXE 

362 100 

8.7 

229 13.624/2.5TD 

106 

356 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Essentia 

276 000 

5.9 

138 

9.9 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

2.5dCi 4x4 XE 

406 400 

9.0 

238 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 

128 

403 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy 

287 400 

5.9 

138 

9.9 

4/1 .4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

double cab 

1.6 Turbo Sport 

323 100 

6.8 

159 

8.5 

4/1. 6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

2.5dCiXE 

3.79 7_D_Q_ 

— aj_ 

-22.9__ 

075 4/2,.5ID 

-106- 

-3-5.6_ 

-M/_6_ 

GTC / OPC 

2.5dCi 4x4 XE 

430 600 

9.0 

238 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 

128 

403 

M/6 

GTC 1.6 Turbo Sport 

351 200 

7.2 

168 

8.3 

4/1 .6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

2.5dCi LE 

448 300 

8.3 

i^lL 

n/a 4/2. 5TD 


403 

M/6 

OPC 

496 300 

8.1 

189 

6.2 

4/2.0T 

206 

400 

M/6 

2.5dCi 4x4 LE auto 

514.100 

9.0 

238 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

140 

450 

A/5 



3.0dCi V6 4x4 LE 

-fisam- 


-24_6_ 


-550- 

-A/7_ 

VIVARO 


1 VERDICT 1 Decent people mover 








J 

^eaf 


VIVARO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

VERDICT 1 SA’s first electric offering. 160km range per charge 



1.9CDTi Eniov 

419 000 

7.7 

210 

n/a 

4/1. 9TD 

74 

240 

M/6 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

0-0 0 -5 elec 


KW NM GEAR 
2 ^ 



SENTRA 


VERDICT I Popular nameplate returns. Not much fanfare 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

238 100 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.6 85 154 M/5 


VERDICT I Still a brilliant driver’s car despite age 


PEUGEOT 


wrp 1 


VERDICT 1 Facelift banishes cheesy grin 


1 .6 Acenta auto 


261 500 6.2 149 n/a 4/1.6 85 154 C/V 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

650 200 10.5 248 5.3 V6/3.7 245 363 M/6 


668 700 10.4 245 


V6/3.7 245 363 A/7 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

144 000 4.3 99 13.5 3/1.0 50 93 M/5 

155 300 4.3 99 13.5 3/1.0 50 93 M/5 


NV200 COMBI 


VERDICT I Nissan’s take on a people mover 


NV200 COMBI 

1.6i Visia 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

286100 7.3 169 n/a 4/1.6 81 153 M/5 

1.5dCiVisia 

313 000 5.1 134 n/a 4/1 .5TD 66 200 M/5 


NP300HARDBODY 


VERDICT 1 No-frills worker bee 

NP300 HARDBODY 

2.0 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

166 900 10.0 237 n/a 4/2.0 

KW NM GEAR 

84 169 M/5 

2.5TDi 

196 600 8.0 211 n/a 4/2.5TD 98 304 M/5 

2.5TDi Hi-rider 

267 800 8.0 211 n/a 4/2.5TD 98 304 M/5 

2.4 4x4 

271 800 11.1 261 n/a 4/2.4 105 205 M/5 

2.5TDi 4x4 

302 200 9.4 247 n/a 4/2.5TD 98 304 M/5 

double cab 


2.5TDi Hi-rider 

341 500 8.8 233 n/a 4/2.5TD 98 304 M/5 

2.4 Hi-rider 

322 400 11.0 259 n/a 4/2.4 105 205 M/5 

2.4 4x4 

389 500 11.7 274 n/a 4/2.4 105 205 M/5 



JUKE 


VERDICT 1 Polo-sized crossover carves its own niche 

JUKE 

1 .2T Acenta 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

258 700 5.6 129 11.82 4/1.2T 85 190 M/6 

1 .2T Acenta+ 

282 100 5.6 129 10.8 4/1.2T 85 190 M/6 

1.5dCi Acenta+ 

304 400 4.2 109 12.09 4/1 .5TD 81 260 M/6 

1.6TTekna 

330 800 6.0 159 7.46 4/1.6T 140 240 M/6 

1.6T 4WDTekna 

370 300 6.5 169 8.2 4/1.6T 140 240 C/V 



QASHQAI ^ 


VERDICT 1 Retakes the compact crossover crown 

QASHQAI 

1.2T Visia 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

287 500 6.2 144 10.9 4/1.2T 85 190 M/6 

1 .2T Acenta 

317 800 6.2 144 11.12 4/1.2T 85 190 M/6 

1.2T Acenta auto 

334 200 6.2 144 12.9 4/1.2T 85 165 C/V 

1.5dCi Acenta 

338 800 4.2 109 11.9 4/1.5TD 81 260 M/6 

1 .6T Acenta 

364 800 6.2 144 9.1 4/1.6T 120 240 M/6 

1.6dCi Acenta auto 

392 100 4.9 129 11.1 4/1.6TD 96 320 C/V 

1.6dCi AWD Acenta 

393 400 5.3 139 10.5 4/1.6TD 96 320 M/6 



1 X-TRAIL 


VERDICT 1 Not as rugged or utilitarian. Is that good or bad? 




VERDICT I Old-school 4x4, big on comfort and value 


PATROL 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

208 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3.0DTi pick-up 

511 300 

10.9 

289 n/a 4/3.0TD 

110 

371 

M/5 

1 .0 Access 

168 800 

4.3 

99 14.0 

3/1.0 

50 

95 

M/5 

3.0DiGL 

605 000 

10.8 

287 18.8 4/3.0TD 

118 

380 

M/5 

1.2 Access 

189 500 

4.5 

104 12.2 

3/1.2 

60 

118 

M/5 

4.8 GRX 

698 000 

17.7 

424 9.9 6/4.8 

190 

425 

A/5 

1.2 Active 

200 900 

4.5 

104 12.2 

3/1.2 

60 

118 

M/5 



1.6HDi Active 

223 000 

3.8 

98 10.9 4/1 .6TD 

68 

230 

M/5 


238 900 5.8 134 9.61 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


VERDICT I Japan’s sensational cyborg supercar 


GT-R 

Premium Edition 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

.1 490 000 11.8 278 2.9 V6/3.8T 397 628 D/6 


1.6 Aliure auto 
3-door GTi 


254 900 6.7 154 11.9 4/1.6 88 160 A/4 

309 900 5.9 139 6.8 4/1 .6T 147 275 M/6 


1 542 000 11.8 278 2.9 V6/3.8T 397 628 D/6 


2008 


VERDICT I High-riding, family- and Pug-friendly 208 


OPEL 


VERDICT I First of the new breed, founder would be proud 


2008 
1 .6 Active 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

249 900 5.9 135 9.5 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

191 800 5.3 125 11.5 4/1.4 74 130 M/5 

212 000 5.1 119 9.9 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


277 900 5.9 135 9.5 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 



235 300 5.1 119 9.9 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

275 900 4.6 105 11.1 3/1. 2T 81 205 M/5 


CORSA 


VERDICT I Sharper dynamics, brilliant three-pot turbo 


329 900 4.8 110 9.6 3/1.2T 96 230 M/6 


369 900 5.6 130 7.5 4/1.6T 151 285 M/6 


CORSA 

1.0T Essentia 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

185 500 5.0 117 10.3 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


1.6T GT 

I 3008 


VERDICT I Still decent, but after 107, the oldest Pug by far 




216 200 5.0 117 10.3 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


236 300 5.0 117 11.2 3/1.0T 85 170 M/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

289 900 6.7 155 13.3 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


6.0 140 13.9 4/1.4 66 130 A/6 


6.9 159 8.9 4/1. 6T 115 240 M/6 


MOKKA 


VERDICT I Turns out it’s a bit of a pricey, lethargic inbetweener 


6.1 159 10.2 4/2.0TD 120 340 


MOKKA 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

288 500 6.0 175 9.8 4/1.4T 103 200 M/6 


508 


VERDICT I Impressive overall package, but lost in the crowd 




1.4 Turbo Enjoy auto 


6.6 197 10.7 4/1 .4T 103 200 A/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

387 900 6.4 149 8.6 4/1.6T 115 240 M/6 


1.4 Turbo Cosmo 


^25500__6j0_J75ja61_4/14^_J03_2g0_M^ 


7.1 164 9.2 4/1 .6T 115 240 A/6 


1 .4 Turbo Cosmo auto 


335 500 6.6 197 10.7 4/1.4T 103 200 A/6 


ASTRA 


VERDICT I Capable and pretty but Opel’s ‘Golf still no Golf 


VERDICT I A coupe that drives with plenty of verve 


I fc'-U 


X-TRAIL 

2.0 XE 


PRICE 

327 700 


L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

8.3 197 11.1 4/2.0 


KW NM GEAR 

106 200 M/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


RCZ 

1.6T 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

539 900 6.7 155 7.6 4/1.6T 147 275 M/6 


364 200 8.3 197 10.5 4/2.5 126 233 C/V 


264 200 6.6 154 11.9 4/1.6 85 155 M/5 


542 900 7.3 168 8.4 4/1.6T 115 240 A/6 


351 000 5.1 134 10.5 4/1 .6TD 96 320 M/6 


1.4 Turbo Essentia 


276 000 5.9 139 10.1 4/1.4T 103 200 M/6 


1.6dCi 4x4 SE 


388 300 5.3 139 11.0 4/1.6TD 96 320 M/6 


287 400 5.9 139 10.1 4/1.4T 103 200 M/6 


473 600 5.3 139 11.5 4/1. 6TD 96 320 M/6 



Need your space? 

Audi roof boxes from R7 027 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 
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PORSCHE 

VERDICT I Brilliant in every way 




BOXSTER 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Boxster 

780 000 

7.9 

183 5.7 

b6/2.7 

195 

280 

D/7 

Black Edition 

895 000 

7.9 

183 5.7 

b6/2.7 

195 

280 

D/7 

S 

824 000 

8.2 

190 5.0 

b6/3.4 

232 

360 

D/7 

GTS 

94aooo__ 

-8.2 

190 4,9 

bA/3.4_ .24i 

3711 


Spyder 

1 010 000 

9.9 

230 4.5 

b6/3.8 

276 

420 

M/6 



CAYMAN 


VERDICT I The 91Ts worst nightmare 


r#*!i 


CAYMAN 

Cayman 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

783 000 7.9 183 5.6 b6/2.7 202 290 D/7 

880 000 8.2 190 4.9 b6/3.4 239 370 P/7 


GTS 

GT4 


1 026 000 8.2 190 4.56 b6/3.4 250 380 D/7 

1 136 000 10.3 238 4.4 b6/3.8 283 420 M/6 


MACAN 


VERDICT I Rewrites the rules for a sporty SUV 


MACAN 

S diesel 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

884 000 6.3 159 6.3 V6/3.0TD 180 580 D/7 


904 000 9.0 204 5.4 V6/3.0T 250 460 D/7 

1 275 000 9.2 208 4.8 V6/3.6T 294 550 D/7 


tarqa 4 

1 411 000 

8.7 

204 

5.0 

b6/3.4 

257 

390 

D/7 

targa 4S 

1 575 000 

9.2 

214 

4.6 

b6/3.8 

294 

440 

D/7 

targa 4 GTS 

1 728 000 

9.2 

214 

4.3 

b6/3.8 

316 

440 

D/7 

cabriolet 

Carrera 

1 300 000 

8.4 

195 


b6/3.4 

257 

390 

D/7 

Carrera Black Edition 

1 330 000 

8.4 

195 

4.8 

b6/3.4 

257 

390 

D/7 

Carrera 4 

1 411 000 

8.7 

202 

4.9 

b6/3.4 

257 

390 

D/7 

Carrera 4 Black Edition 

1 428 000 

8.7 

_20^ 


b6/3.4 

257 

390 

D/7 

Carrera S 

1 456 000 

8.9 

207 

4.5 

b6/3.8 

294 

440 

D/7 

Carrera 4S 

1_57_5_Q.0.Q 

_a. 2 _ 

-214_ 

-4.5_ 

-bmj8_ 

294 440 

-Di7_ 

Carrera GTS 

1 609 000 

8.9 

_20^ 


b6/3.8 

316 



Carrera 4 GTS 

1 727 000 

9.2 

214 

4.2 

b6/3.8 

316 

440 

D/7 

turbo 


.-a9. 

-23,1- 

,2.3:, MOM. 

3.3.3.,-gS.Q- 

,QIZ 

turbo S 

3 072 000 

9.9 

231 

3.2 

b6/3.8T 

412 

750 

D/7 



RENAULT 








VERDICT 1 All new, and now back at the top of the value pile 



SANDERO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

turbo Expression 

129 900 

5.2 

119 

11.1 

3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 

turbo Dynamique 

152 900 

5.2 

119 

13.28 3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 

Stepway 66kW turbo 

174 900 

5.4 

124 

11.1 

3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 



VERDICT I Who’s laughing now? Get your order in quick 


CAYENNE 

Cayenne 

PRICE 

852 000 

L/100 

9.2 

CO 2 0-100 P/T KW 

215 7.7 V6/3.6 220 

NM 

400 

GEAR 

A/8 

diesel 

933 000 

6.6 

173 

7.3 V6/3.0TD 180 

550 

A/8 

S 

998 000 

9.5 

223 

5.5 V6/3.6T 309 

550 

A/8 

S e-hybrid 

1 147 000 

3.4 

79 

5.9 V6/3.0Se 306e 590e 

A/8 

S diesel 

1 165 000 

8.0 

209 

5.4 V8/4.1TD 283 

850 

A/8 

GTS 

1 176 000 

10.0 

234 

5.2 V6/3.6T 324 

600 

A/8 

turbo 

1 779 000 

11.2 

261 

4.5 V8/4.8T 382 

750 

A/8 

turbo S 

2 255 000 

11.5 267 

4.1 V8/4.8T 419 

800 

A/8 



PANAMERA 


VERDICT I It’s a proper Porsche, but not as you know it 


PANAMERA 

Panamera 


PRICE I 

1 011 000 


I CO 2 0-100 P/T KW 

196 6.3 V6/3.6 228 


.rj i 

NM GEAR 

400 D/7 


CLIO 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

55kW Authentique 

172 900 

5.5 

127 15.4 4/1.2 

55 

107 

M/5 

turbo Expression 

199 900 

4.5 

104 12.84 3/0.9T 

70 

135 

M/5 

turbo Dynamique 

219 900 

4.5 

104 12.2 3/0.9T 

70 

135 

M/5 

turbo GT-Line 

229 900 

4.5 

105 12.2 3/0.9T 

70 

150 

M/5 

RS 200 Lux 

309 900 

6.3 

144 6.7 4/1 .6T 

147 

240 

D/6 

RS 200 Cup 

339 900 

6.3 

144 6.7 4/1 .6T 

147 

240 

D/6 


1 DUSTER 



£ 


1 VERDICT 1 Value, c 

capability and rugged looks - a clean sweep 

I 

s 

ps 

DUSTER 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Expression 

213 900 

7.5 

180 11.5 4/1.6 

75 

145 

M/5 

1.6 Dynamique 

229 900 

7.5 

180 11.5 4/1.6 

75 

145 

M/5 


I.SdCi Dynamique 


252 900 5.0 137 12.364/1.5TD 80 240 l\/l/6 


1.5dCi Dynamique 4WD 


269 900 5.3 143 12.5 4/1. 5TD 80 240 M/6 


Panamera Edition 


1 055 000 8.4 196 6.3 V6/3.6 228 400 D/7 


1 039 000 6.4 169 6.0 V6/3.0TD 221 650 D/8 


1 079 000 6.4 169 6.0 V6/3.0TD 221 650 A/8 


CAPTUR 


VERDICT I Stylish and versatile but slow and dull to drive 


1 051 000 8.7 203 6.1 V6/3.6 228 400 D/7 


1 084 000 8.7 203 6.1 V6/3.6 228 400 D/7 


CAPTUR 

66kW turbo Expression 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

219 900 4.9 115 12.9 3/0.9T 66 135 M/5 


1 319 000 8.7 204 5.1 V6/3.0T 309 520 D/7 


1 322 000 
1 356 000 


71 5.5 

208 4.8 


V6/3.0Se 306e 
V6/3.0T 309 


590e D/8 
520 D/7 


66kW turbo Dynamique 239 900 

88kW turbo Dynamique auto 279 900 


4.9 115 12.9 3/0.9T 66 135 M/5 
5.4 125 11.57 4/1.2T 88 190 D/6 


1 525 000 10.7 249 4.4 V8/4.8 324 520 D/7 


2 118 000 10.2 239 4.1 V8/4.8T 382 770 D/7 


FLUENCE 


VERDICT I A lot of car for not a lot of dosh 


V 


2 591 000 10.2 239 3.8 V8/4.8T 419 800 D/7 


FLUENCE 

1.6 Expression 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

244 900 6.8 155 11.5 4/1.6 82 151 M/5 


911 


VERDICT I Iconic Porsche in the best shape of its life 


2.0 Dynamique 

2.0 Dynamique auto 


289 900 7.9 182 9.9 4/2.0 103 195 M/6 

299 900 7.7 178 10.1 4/2.0 103 195 C/V 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


coupe 


Carrera 

Carrera Black Edition 


1 159 000 

1 219 000 


8.2 191 4.6 b6/3.4 257 
8.2 191 4.6 b6/3.4 257 


390 D/7 

390 D/7 


MEGANE 


VERDICT I A fresh look and top turbo motors add GT appeal 


MEGANE 

hatch 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


Carrera 4 Black Edition 

1 329 000 

8.6 

200 

4.7 

b6/3.4 

257 

390 

D/7 

81 kW Dynamique 

259 900 

6.9 

159 

10.5 

4/1.6 

81 

151 

M/6 

Carrera S 

1 329 000 

8.7 

202 

4.3 

b6/3.8 

294 

440 

D/7 

97kW turbo GT Line 

289 900 

5.4 

124 

9.7 

4/1 .2T 

97 

225 

M/6 

Carrera 4S 

1 434 000 

9.1 

212 

4.45 

b6/3.8 

294 

440 

D/7 

162kW turbo GT 

339 900 

7.3 

169 

6.71 

4/2.0T 

162 

340 

M/6 

Carrera GTS 

1 484 000 

8.7 

202 

4.0 

b6/3.8 

316 

440 

D/7 

coupe 









Carrera 4 GTS 

1 587 000 

9.1 

212 

4.0 

b6/3.8 

316 

440 

D/7 

81 kW Dynamique 

259 900 

6.9 

159 

10.5 

4/1.6 

81 

151 

M/6 

GT3 

2 295 000 

12.4 

289 

3.5 

b6/3.8 

350 

440 

D/7 

97kW turbo GT Line 

289 900 

5,4 

124 

9.7 

4/1 .2T 

97 

225 

M/6 

GT3 RS 

2 771 000 

12.7 

296 

3.3 

b6/4.0 

368 

460 

D/7 

162kW turbo GT 

339 900 

7.3 

169 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

162 

340 

M/6 

turbo 

2 439 000 

9.7 

227 

3.2 

b6/3.8T 

383 

660 

D/7 

RS Lux 265 

389 900 

8.2 

190 

6.51 

4/2.0T 

195 

360 

M/6 

turbo S 

2 890 000 

9.7 

227 

3.1 

b6/3.8T 

412 

750 

D/7 

RS Trophy 275 

449 900 

7.5 

174 

6.0 

4/2.0T 

201 

360 

M/6 


KOLEOS 


VERDICT I Neat nose job for Renault’s capable soft-roader 


KOLEOS 

2.5 Dynamique 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

339 900 9.6 230 9.0 4/2.5 126 226 M/6 


2.5 4x4 Dynamique 


369 900 9.9 237 9.57 4/2.5 126 226 M/6 


2.5 4x4 Dynamique auto 


399 900 9.6 228 n/a 4/2.5 126 226 C/V 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


VERDICT I World’s second greatest luxury car 


GHOST 

Ghost 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA_ 14.0, 327 _4.9 V12/6.6T 420_ 780, A/8_ 


Extended Wheelbase 


_14,1 _329 5.0 yi2/6.6T 420_ 780 _ A/8_ 


VERDICT I A new alternative for the uber-rich 


WRAITH 

Wraith 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 14.0 327 4.6 V12/6.6T 465 800 A/8 


PHANTOM 


VERDICT I World’s greatest luxury car 


PHANTOM 

Phantom 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 14,8 347 5,9 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


Extended Wheelbase 


14.9 349 6.1 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


Coupe 


14.8 347 5.8 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


14.8 347 5.8 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


SMART 


VERDICT I Makes more sense in Rome than Parys 


fort wo 

1.0 coupe mhd pure 

1.0 coupe mhd pulse 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

214 000 4.3 97 13.7 3/1.0 52 92 S/5 

232 000 4.3 98 13.7 3/1.0 52 92 S/5 


I.Ot cabrio passion 


249 000 4.9 115 10.7 3/1.0T 62 120 S/5 


SSANGYONG 


VERDICT I The reinvention of SsangYong 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

^279 995 7.5 175 n/a 4/2.0 110 197 IVI/6 

299 995 7.5 175 10.45 4/2.0 110 197 M/6 


D20T high 


339 995 6.1 159 10.0 4/2.0TD 129 360 M/6 


354 995 7.3 194 n/a 4/2.0TD 129 360 A/6 


D20T 4x4 Deluxe 


.394 995 7.5 199 n/a 4/2.0TD 129 360 A/6 


ACTYON SPORTS 


VERDICT I More palatable thanks to radical facial surgery 


ACTYON SPORTS 

2.3 4x4 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

289 995 12.4 293 n/a 4/2.3 110 214 IVI/5 


309 995 7.4 196 n/a 4/2.0TD 114 360 IVI/6 


2.0D 4x4 Deluxe 


359 995 7.5 199 n/a 4/2.0TD 114 360 IVI/6 


VERDICT I Third-gen Rexton. The W stands for ‘work of art’ 


REXTON W 

RX270XDi 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

394 995 8.6 228 n/a 5/2.7TD 121 340 IVI/5 


RX270XDi Deluxe 


449 995 9.0 242 n/a 5/2.7TD 121 340 A/5 


SUBARU 

VERDICT I Raised-body Impreza is not without merit 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

319 900 8.0 189 10.5 b4/2.0 110 196 M/6 


331 300 7.9 187 10.7 b4/2.0 110 196 C/V 


7.9 187 10.7 b4/2.0 110 196 C/V 
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[FORESTER 


VERDICT I ‘Smarter, safer, further’ maxim rings true 


FORESTER 

2.0 X 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

349 000 7.2 168 10.6 b4/2.0 110 198 M/6 

2.5 X 

385 300 8.1 187 9.9 b4/2.5 126 235 C/V 

2.5 XS 

419 200 8.1 187 10.09 b4/2.5 126 235 C/V 

2.5 XS Premium 

462 500 8.1 187 9.9 b4/2.5 126 235 C/V 

2.0 XT 

539 300 8,5 197 7.41 b4/2.0T 177 350 C/V 




|BRZ 


VERDICT I Like an 86, but in letters 


PRICE 

399 900 

409 000 


[OUTBACK 


VERDICT I Another great Scooby out on the fringes 


OUTBACK 

2.5i-S Premium 
2.0D Premium 

3.6 R-S Premium 

[ LEGACY 


VERDICT I Exterior brought up to date, interior left behind 


LEGACY 

3.6 R-S Premium 


PRICE 

529 000 


IWRX 


VERDICT I Involving and fun. Rivals have better cabins 


WRX 

WRX Premium 

WRX Premium auto 

WRX STI Premium 


SUZUKI 

VERDICT I Cheap three-pot Suzi is good value. Avoid the auto 


CELERIO 

1.0 GA 

1.0 GL 
1.0 GL auto 

[SPL^H 


VERDICT I Shorter but taller than similarly priced Swift 


SPLASH 
1.2 GA 

1.2 GL 
1.2 GL auto 

[ SWIFT 


VERDICT I Fun, but battles to make afresh impact 


SWIFT 
DZire sedan 

1.2 GA 

1.2 GL 

1.2 GL auto 

hatch 

1.2 GA 

1.2 GL 
1.2 GL auto 

1.4 GLS 

1.4 GLS auto 

1.6 Sport 


135 400 

148 400 

163 900 

134 400 

146 400 
162 400 

199 900 

214 900 

239 200 


5.2 124 12.6 4/1.2 63 113 M/5 

5.2 124 12.6 4/1.2 63 113 M/5 

5.9 140 n/a 4/1.2 63 113 A/4 


5.3 126 12.6 4/1.2 

5.7 126 12.6 4/1.2 

5.8 137 n/a 4/1.2 

_5;5_J32_ja9_^/1^ 

6.2 147 12.3 4/1.4 


63 113 M/5 

63 113 M/5 

63 113 A/4 

_70_J30__M^ 

70 130 A/4 


6.5 153 8.7 4/1.6 100 160 M/6 


CIAZ 


VERDICT I Solid, conservative three-box. No real USP 




L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

7.8 181 7.38 b4/2.0 154 205 M/6 

_^j1_J6^_8j2__b£Z0_J5^^05_^/^_ 


CIAZ 

1.4 GL 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

182 500 5.4 125 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 

1.4 GLX 

202 500 5.4 125 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 

1.4 G LX auto 

217 500 5.5 131 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 A/4 




SSk 

VERDICT 1 Stretched Swiftjoins the 7-seater brigade 

ERTIGA 

1.4 GA 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

163 900 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.4 

KW NM GEAR 

70 130 M/5 

1.4 GL 

183 900 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 

1.4 GL auto 

198 900 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 A/4 

1.4 GLX 

196 400 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 

1.4 GLX auto 

211 400 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 A/4 




PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

479 000 7.3 167 10.2 b4/2.5 129 235 C/V 

529 000 6.3 165 9.9 b4/2.0TD 110 350 C/V 

529 000 9.9 230 7.6 b6/3.6 191 350 C/V 


JIMNY 


VERDICT I Frugal, affordable and immensely fun. 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

228 400 7.2 171 12.48 4/1.3 

243 400 7.6 181 17.2 4/1.3 


tmuo 




KW NM GEAR 

63 110 M/5 

63 HO A/4 


L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

9.9 230 7.2 b6/3.6 191 350 C/V 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

478 400 9.2 213 6.85 b4/2.0T 197 350 M/6 

495 000 8.6 199 6.3 b4/2.0T 197 350 C/V 

629 000 10.4 242 5.75 b4/2.5T 221 407 M/6 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

111 900 4.7 110 14.0 3/1.0 50 90 M/5 

126 900 4.7 110 14.0 3/1.0 50 90 M/5 

138 400 4.6 108 14.0 3/1.0 50 90 S/5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

129 400 5.6 133 12.3 4/1.2 63 113 M/5 

139 400 5.6 133 12.3 4/1.2 63 113 M/5 

154 900 6.4 150 n/a 4/1.2 63 113 A/4 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 


SX4 


VERDICT I Larger, more refined, but no crossover revolution 


SX4 

1.6 GL 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

268 900 5.8 137 11.0 4/1.6 86 156 M/5 

1.6 GLX 

298 900 5.8 137 11.0 4/1.6 86 156 M/5 

1.6 GLX auto 

321 900 5.8 137 12.4 4/1.6 86 156 C/V 

1.6GLXAIIGrip 

322 900 6.2 146 11.59 4/1.6 86 156 M/5 

1.6 GLX AIIGrip auto 

344 900 6.2 146 13.5 4/1.6 86 156 C/V 






KIZASHI 


VERDICT I Suzuki aims for premium, gets surprisingly close 


KIZASHI 

2.4 SDLX 

2.4 SDLXauto 

I GRAND VITARA 


VERDICT I Nip ’n tuck for evergreen soft-roader 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

339 900 7.9 186 8.49 4/2.4 131 230 M/6 

356 900 7.9 187 8.8 4/2.4 131 230 C/V 


GRAND VITARA 

2.4 Dune 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

331 900 8.9 212 11.7 4/2.4 122 225 M/5 

2.4 Dune auto 

346 900 9.9 234 12.0 4/2.4 122 225 A/4 

2.4 Summit 

401 900 8.9 212 11.7 4/2.4 122 225 M/5 

2.4 Summit auto 

, 417 900 9.9 234 12.0 4/2.4 122 225 A/4 






TATA 


VERDICT I Fntry-level motoring isn’t fun 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

113 995 7.4 168 12.8 4/1.4 

117 995 7.4 168 12.8 4/1.4 


INDICA 

1.4 LGi 

1.4 LGi Sport 

I VISTA 


VERDICT I Will find it much tougher in this price bracket 


KW NM GEAR 

55 110 M/5 

55 110 M/5 


VISTA 

1.4 Ini Bounce 

1.4 Ignis 

I MANZA 


VERDICT I Vista-with-a-bootis no looker 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

129 995 6.7 159 14.0 4/1.4 55 114 M/5 

150 495 6.7 157 13.5 4/1.4 66 116 M/5 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT 

144 995 6.4 151 13.5 4/1.4 

162 995 6.4 151 13.5 4/1.4 


MANZA 

1.4 Ini 

1.4 Ignis 

I SUPER ACE 


VERDICT I Could turn out to be Tata’s trump card 


KW NM GEAR 

66 116 M/5 

66 116 M/5 


SUPER ACE 

1.4DDLS 

1.4DDLE 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

139 995 7.2 190 n/a 4/1.4TD 52 135 M/5 

149 995 7.2 190 n/a 4/1.4TD 52 135 M/5 


WORKER 


VERDICT I Apparently farmers are keen 




WORKER 

3L 207 Pi Turbo 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 
^52495__n/a_n/a_n/a_^/3;0TD_^3_^25_M/^ 


XENON 


VERDICT I Improvements make it more of a propostition 


XENON 

3.0L Fleetline 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

162 495 10.0 264 n/a 4/3.0TD 85 300 M/5 


199 995 10.0 264 n/a 4/3.0TD 85 300 M/5 


_204995_^;0_260_n/a_4£j2TD_J10_J20_M^ 


264 995 9,0 260 n/a 4/2,2TD 110 320 IVI/5 


259 995 9.0 260 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 320 M/5 


294 995 9.,0_ 260. _n/a..4/2.2TD, 110 ,320 _ M/5 


TOYOTA 






ETIOS 

hatch 1.5 Xi 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

137 200 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 

KW NM GEAR 

66 132 M/5 

hatch 1.5 Xs 

146 500 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 

sedan 1.5 Xi 

143 900 5.9 136 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 

sedan 1.5 Xs 

153 000 5.9 136 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 

Cross 1.5 Xs 

168 000 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 



1 YARIS 1 


VERDICT 1 Streamlined model range, but still very pricey 

YARIS 

1.0 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

170 000 5.0 117 15.3 3/1.0 51 95 M/5 

1.3 

196 500 5.6 131 11.7 4/1.3 73 125 M/6 

1.3 auto 

^207 600 5.5 127 12.6 4/1.3 73 125 C/V 

Hybrid 

277 000 3.6 82 11.8 4/1.5e 74e 111+e C/V 



AVANZA 


VERDICT 1 Stiii not pretty, but now more compelling 

AVANZA 

1.3S 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

184 800 7.2 172 n/a 4/1.3 67 117 M/5 

1.3 SX 

, 199 800 7.2 172 n/a 4/1.3 67 117 M/5 

1.5 SX 

207 600 7.7 183 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 M/5 

1.5 SX auto 

224 000 7.6 182 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 A/4 

1.5 TX 

238 400 7.7 183 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 M/5 



[COROLLA QUEST 


VERDICT 1 Old Corolla returns as a top cut-price contender 

COROLLA QUEST 

1.6 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

183 900 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 

1.6 auto 

199 900 6.3 150 11.1 4/1.6 90 154 C/V 

1.6 Plus 

198 900 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 



1 COROLLA 1 


VERDICT 1 More style, more energy for SA’s go-to sedan 

COROLLA 

1.3 Esteem 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

230 500 6.0 139 12.6 4/1.3 73 128 M/6 

1.3 Prestige 

248 400 6.0 139 12.6 4/1.3 73 128 M/6 

1.4D-4D Esteem 

259 900 4.5 119 12.5 4/1. 4TD 66 205 M/6 

1.4D-4D Prestige 

271 600 4.5 119 12.5 4/1 .4TD 66 205 M/6 

1 .6 Esteem 

242 200 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 

1.6 Prestige 

257 900 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 

1 .6 Prestige auto 

269 600 6.3 150 11.1 4/1.6 90 154 C/V 

1.6 Sprinter 

267 500 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 

1.8 Prestige 

268 600 7.0 165 n/a 4/1.8 103 173 M/6 

1.8 Exclusive 

290 800 7.0 165 n/a 4/1.8 103 173 M/6 

1.8 Exclusive auto 

302 500 6.4 152 10.2 4/1.8 103 173 C/V 



The most exhilarating ride 
your bike will ever go on. 

Bicycle rack for towbar - R8 410 


Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


O&M CAPt TOWN 81-MB/E 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 
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1 VERDICT 1 Sharper suited Corolla hatch? Or-is it just us? 


AURIS 

1.3X 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

223 700 5.8 134 12.6 4/1.3 73 128 M/6 

1.6 Xi 

249100 6.2 145 10.0 4/1.6 97 160 M/6 

1.6 XS 

259 800 6.2 145 10.0 4/1.6 97 160 M/6 

1.6 XR 

287 700 6.2 145 9.55 4/1.6 97 160 M/6 

1.6 XR auto 

301 700 6.0 138 10.8 4/1.6 97 160 C/V 

XRHSD 

361 800 3.9 91 10.9 4/1.8H 100 142+e C/V 



1 INNOVA 


1 VERDICT 1 Vast, unsophisticated people-mover | 


INNOVA 

2.7 8-seater 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

298 600 11.2 265 n/a 4/2.7 

KW NM GEAR 

118 241 M/5 

2.7 7-seater 

317 600 11.2 265 n/a 4/2.7 118 241 M/5 



[86 


1 VERDICT 1 Light, simple, cheap, RWDfun. Brilliant 


86 

2.0 standard 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

337 900 7.8 181 7.6 b4/2.0 147 205 M/6 

2.0 high 

380 100 7.8 181 7.35 b4/2.0 147 205 M/6 

2.0 high auto 

399 300 7.1 164 7.79 b4/2.0 147 205 A/6 



1 HILUX 


1 VERDICT 1 No longer the outright bakkie king 

HILUX 

2.0 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

212 600 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.0 

KW NM GEAR 

100 182 M/5 

2.0 s 

219 200 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.0 100 182 M/5 

2.5D-4D 

242 100 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.5TD 75 200 M/5 

2.5D-4DS 

248 000 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.5TD 75 200 M/5 

2.5D-4DSRX 

296 200 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.5TD 75 260 M/5 

2.5D-4D 4x4 SRX 

354 200 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.5TD 75 260 M/5 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

310 800 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.7 118 241 M/5 

2.7 Raider Dakar 

315100 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.7 118 241 M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

357 300 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 415 300 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Dakar 

361 600 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Dakar 

419 600 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

Xtra Cab 


2.5D-4D SRX 

, 309 300 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.5TD 75 260 M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

387 300 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 445 600 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Dakar 

393 100 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Dakar 

, 451 400 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

double cab 


2.7 Raider Legend 45 

391 300 10.8 257 n/a 4/2.7 118 241 M/5 

2.7 Raider Dakar 

396 700 10.8 257 n/a 4/2.7 118 241 M/5 

2.5D-4D 4x4 SRX 

.413 000 8.7 229 n/a 4/2.5TD 75 260 M/5 

2.5D-4D Raider Legend 45 

426 400 8.0 211 n/a 4/2.5TD 106 343 M/5 

2.5D-4D Raider Dakar 

431 800 8.0 211 n/a 4/2.5TD 106 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

453 800 8.6 226 n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 auto467 900 9.7 257 n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 A/4 

3.0D-4D Raider Dakar 

459 200 8.6 226 n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Dakar auto 

473 300 9.7 257 n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 A/4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 513 000 8.6 226 n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Rdr Legend 45 auto 527 300 9.7 257 n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 A/4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Dakar 

518 400 8.6 226 n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Dakar auto 532 700 9.7 257 n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 A/4 

4.0 V6 Raider Legend 45 

467 100 12.0 286 n/a V6/4 175 376 A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

552 800 12.0 286 n/a V6/4 175 376 A/5 

4.0 V6 Raider Dakar 

472 500 12.0 286 n/a V6/4.0 175 376 A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 Raider Dakar 

558 200 12.0 286 n/a V6/4.0 175 376 A/5 



|RAV4 


1 VERDICT 1 Palpably back in the game after warming the bench 

RAV4 

2.0 GX 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT 

311 600 7.7 179 n/a 4/2.0 

KW NM GEAR 

107 187 M./6 

2.0 GX auto 

322 400 7.4 173 n/a 4/2.0 107 187 C/V 




2.2D-4D AWD GX 


391 400 5.6 149 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 340 IVI/e 


2.2D-4D AWD VX 


^J71^00__6j5_172_n/a_4£j2TD_J_10_340_A^ 


-441-mQ 19? n/^ 4/2 .5 132 233 A/6 


I QUANTUM 


VERDICT I Struggles to shrug off taxi image 




QUANTUM 

2.7 GL 10-seater bus 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

407 600 13.8 327 18.4 4/2.7 111 241 M/S 


2.7 GL 14-seater bus 

2.5D-4D GL 10-seater bus 

2.5D-4D GL 14-seater bus 


437 700 9.4 258 25,4 4/2.5TD 75 260 M/5 

440 700 9.9 2g6_28.2_4/2.j_ m^Sajyi/5- 


FORTUNER 


VERDICT I Well-priced and exceptionally capable 


FORTUNER 

2.5D-4D 


PRICE 

391 700 


_8j0_211_ 


0-100 PIT 
J12^£j5TD 


KW NM GEAR 

J06_343__M/^ 


405 200^, 9.1 _ 240. n7a 4/2.5TD 106 343 A/4 


470 600 8,5. 226. 11.3 4/3.0TP 120 343. M/5 


3.0D-4D Limited 


470 600 8.5 226 11.3 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 


483 900 9.4 248 11.8 4/3.0TD 120 343 A/4 


3.0D-4D Limited auto 


483 900 9.4 248 11.8 4/3.0TD 120 343 A/4 


523 900 8.6 228 11.8 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 


3.0D-4D 4x4 Limited 


523 900 8.6 228 11.8 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 


3.0D-4D 4x4 auto 


^37500_^;8_^59_J2j3^/3;0TD_J20_^43_^^ 


3.0D-4D 4x4 Limited auto 537 500 9.8 259 12,3 4/3.0TD 120 343 A/4 


502 900 12.7 303 9,7 V6/4 175 376 A/5 


556 100 13.0 309 9.7 V6/4 175 376 A/5 


1 PRIUS 


VERDICT 1 

More green than mean. Ninja with a conscience 


% ^ 


PRIUS 

HSD Exciusive 


PRICE 

438 900 


L/100 CO 2 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

4.1 94 10.4 4/1.8e 100e142+e C/V 


LAND CRUISER 70 SERIES 


VERDICT I When there’s work to be done in the bush 


VAbI 


LAND CRUISER 70 SERIES 

79 4.0 V6 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

475 900 n/a n/a 12.6 V6/4.0 170 360 M/5 

79 4.2D 

506 200 n/a n/a 18.0 6/4.2D 96 285 M/5 

79 4.5D-4D LXV8 

579 200 11.6 306 n/a V8/4.5TD 151 430 M/5 

double cab 

79 4.0 V6 

538 100 13.6 320 12.6 V6/4.0 170 360 M/5 

79 4.2D 

564 400 13.0 343 20.08 6/4.2D 96 285 M/5 

79 4.5D-4DLXV8 

633 800 11.6 306 n/a V8/4.5TD 151 430 M/5 

wagon / station wagon 

78 4.2D wagon 

551 300 11.9 314 18.0 6/4.2D 96 285 M/5 

76 4.2D station wagon 

577 300 11.6 306 18.0 6/4.2D 96 285 M/5 

76 4.5D-4D LX V8 station wagon 

648100 11.6 306 n/a V8/4.5TD 151 430 M/5 


1 FJ CRUISER 1 


VERDICT 1 Does the original proud 

FJ CRUISER 

FJ Cruiser 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

516 500 11.4 267 8.61 V6/4.0 200 380 A/5 

FJ Sport Cruiser 

542 100 11.4 267 7.6 V6/4.0 200 380 A/5 




1 LAND CRUISER PRADO | 


VERDICT 1 Nothing to deter the off-road faithful. A great buy 

m A 

LAND CRUISER PRADO 

4.0 TX 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

674 300 11.3 266 9.2 V6/4 202 381 A/5 

3.0DT TX 

684 700 8.5 224 11.7 4/3.0TD 120 400 A/5 

4.0 VX 

776 600 11.3 266 9.2 V6/4 202 381 A/5 

3.0DTVX 

781 000 8.5 224 12.04 4/3.0TD 120 400 A/5 


1 LAND CRUISER 200 | 


VERDICT 1 Why not buy a 70 Series anda Fortuner instead? 

LAND CRUISER 200 

4.6 V8 VX 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 PIT KW NM GEAR 

1 079 800 13.9 327 n/a V8/4.6 227 439 A/6 

4.5D-4DVX 

1 108 800 10.3 273 8.6 V8/4.5TD 173 615 A/6 



VOLKSWAGEN 








1 

m 


VERDICT 1 Large on quality, small on price - 

- people’s car! 

m 


V 

UP! 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-10D 

1 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Take up! 1.0 

137 600 

4.7 

108 

13.2 

3/1.0 

55 

95 

M/5 

Move up! 1.0 

144 700 

4.7 

108 

13.2 

3/1.0 

55 

95 

M/5 


[POLO VIVO 


















POLO VIVO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 

1 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.4 Conceptline 

145 700 

6.2 

147 

12.9 

4/1.4 

55 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Blueline 

152 too 

—5., .a. 

138 13.5 

^I1A_ 

-55_ 

126 M/5 

1.4 Trendline 

160 900 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Eclipse 

169 900 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline auto 

176 900 

6.9 

163 

17.5 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

A/6 

1.6 Comfortline 

174 900 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 GT 

180 800 

6.6 

157 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

Maxx 1.6 

184 500 

6.6 

157 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

sedan 

1.4 Conceptline 

152 900 

6.2 

147 

12.9 

4/1.4 

55 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Blueline 

158 300 

5.8 

138 

13.5 

4/1.4 

55 

126 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline 

167 300 

6 2 


12.2 

_4/1^ 

_6^ 


M/5 

1.4 Eclipse 

176 300 

6.2 

147 

12.2 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline auto 

183 300 

6.9 

163 

17,5 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

A/6 

1.6 Trendline 

173 500 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline 

181 100 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 


POLO 


VERDICT 1 Locally built hatch brings quality to the masses 


POLO 

sedan 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4 Trendline 

196 400 

5.9 

139 

12.8 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Comfortline 

212 100 

5.9 

139 12.8 




M/5 

1.6 Trendline 

219 700 

6.0 

143 

11.1 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline 

, 233 400 

6.0 

143 

11.1 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline auto 

248 400 

6.5 

154 

12.3 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

A/6 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

260 700 

4.6 

120 

10.7 4/1. 6TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

hatch 

1.2TSI Trendline 

, 201 900 

4.9 

117 

10.8 

4/1. 2T 

66 

160 

M/5 

1.2TSI Comfortline 

225 900 

4.9 

117 

10.8 

4/1. 2T 

66 

160 

M/5 

1.2TSI Highline 

246 700 

5.1 

120 

9.9 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

1.2TSI Highline auto 

262 200 

5.1 

122 

9.3 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

D/7 

CrossPolo 1.2TSI 

^ 254 700 

5.3 

125 

9.8 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

GTI auto 

328 800 

5.6 

129 

6.7 

4/1 .8T 

141 

250 

D/7 


CADDY 1 





1 

1 i 



VERDICT 1 A practical wagon for ALL the folks 







CADDY 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Trendline 

302 800 

8.2 

195 

13.7 4/1.6 

75 

148 

M/5 

2.0TDI Trendline 

322 100 

5.7 

149 

12.4 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

CrossCaddy 2.0TDI 

343 300 

5.7 

149 

12.4 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

Maxi 

2.0TDI Trendline 

340 200 

5.8 

152 

12.8 4/2.0TD 

81 

250 

M/5 

2.0TDI Trendline auto 

368 200 

6.3 

166 

10.9 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/6 


JETTA 


VERDICT I Qualityfrom the top-drawer 


JETTA 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 PIT 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2TSI Trendline 

262 500 

5.7 

134 

10.9 

4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.4TSI Trendline 

280 200 

6.2 

144 

9.8 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

295 900 

6.2 

144 

9.8 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

311 900 

6.0 

138 

9.8 

4/1 .4T 

90 

200 

D/7 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

312 000 

4.5 

119 

11.29 4/1 .6TD 

77 

250 

M/5 

1.6TDI Comfortline auto 

328 000 

4.7 

123 

11.7 4/1 .6TD 

77 

250 

D/7 

1.4TSI Highline 

335 600 

6.0 

139 

8.3 

4/1 .4ST 

118 

240 

D/7 

2.0TDI Highline 

366 300 

5.3 

138 

9.5 

4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/6 
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I BEETLE 


VERDICT I Drives like Golf, looks like Beetle. Buy a Scirocco 


BEETLE 

1.2TSI Design 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

283 300 5.9 137 10.84 4/1.2T 77 175 M/6 

1.4TSI Sport 

347 500 6.6 153 8.3 4/1.4ST 118 240 M/6 

1.4TSI Sport auto 

363 500 6.2 143 8.3 4/1 .4ST 118 240 D/7 



I GOLF ^ i 


VERDICT I Stratospheric refinement in a subtly evolved shell 

GOLF 

hatch 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.2TSI Trendline 

273 000 4.9 114 10.2 4/1.2T 77 175 M/6 

1.4TSi Trendline 

289 800 5.2 123 9.3 4/1 .4T 90 200 M/6 

1.4TSi Comfortiine 

308 000 5.2 123 9.13 4/1 .4T 90 200 M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortiine auto 

324 000 5.0 119 9,3 4/1. 4T 9,0 200 D/7 

2.0TDI Comfortiine 

329 800 4.6 120 10.5 4/2.0TD 81 250 M/5 

1.4TSi Hiqhline 

336 300 5.3 121 8.4 4/1.4ST 103 250 M/6 

2.0TDI Hiqhline 

380 900 4.5 119 8.6 4/2.0TD 110 320 D/6 

GTI 

416 000 6.0 139 6.5 4/2.0T 162 350 M/6 

GTI auto 

432 000 6.4 148 6.5 4/2.0T 162 350 D/6 

GTI Performance auto 

452 000 6.4 149 6.4 4/2.0T 169 350 D/6 

R 

514 000 7.1 165 5.0 4/2.0T 206 380 M/6 

R auto 

530 000 6.9 159 5,26 4/2.0T 206 380 D/6 

cabriolet 


1.4TSI Comfortiine 

347 400 6.4 149 10.5 4/1.4T 90 200 M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortiine auto 

363 400 6.3 147 10.5 4/1.4T 90 200 D/7 

1.4TSI Hiqhiine auto 

411 600 6.3 148 9.08 4/1. 4ST 118 240 D/7 

GTI 

461 100 7.7 180 7.3 4/2.0T 155 280 D/6 



IGOLFSV 


VERDICT I VW injects more space into Golf, guns for B-Class 

GOLF SV 

1.2TSI Trendline 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

293 900 5.1 117 10.7 4/1.2T 

KWNM GEAR 

81 175 M/6 

1.4TSi Comfortiine 

325 200 5.4 125 9.9 4/1.4T 92 200 M/6 

1.4TSi Comfortiine auto 

341 200 5.2 121 9.9 4/1 .4T 92 200 D/7 

2.0TDI Comfortiine 

346 000 4.6 120 10.5 4/2.0TD 81 250 M/5 

2.0TDI Comfortiine auto 

362 000 4.6 120 10.5 4/2.0TD 81 250 D/6 



I TOURAN 

m 

VERDICT I The Golf for minivan-lovers 

TOURAN 

1.2TSI Trendiine 

PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

307 100 6.4 149 11.9 4/1.2T 77 175 M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 

332 400 5.4 144 12.1 4/2.0TD 81 250 M/6 

2.0TDI Trendiine auto 

348 400 5.7 149 12.1 4/2.0TD 81 250 D/6 

1.4TSI Hiqhline 

353 700 6.8 159 9.5 4/1.4ST 103 220 M/6 



1 AMAROK 


VERDICT 1 Brilliant one-tonner but plenty of stiff competition 

AMAROK 

2.0TDI 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

274 700 7.6 199 13.2 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0TDI 4Motion 

328 700 7.7 203 13.4 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0TDI Trendiine 

352 900 7.6 199 13.2 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0TDI Trendiine 4Motion 

402 900 7.7 203 13.4 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0BiTDI Trendiine 4Motion 

430 100 8.0 211 10.3 4/2.0TD 132 400 M/6 

double cab 


2.0TDI Trendiine 

424 300 7.6 199 13.5 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0TDI Trendiine 4Motion 

475 300 7.7 203 13.7 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0BiTDI Hiqhline 

454 700 7.9 208 10.3 4/2.0TD 132 400 M/6 

2.0BiTDI Hiqhline auto 

472 200 8.2 216 10.6 4/2.0TD 132 420 A/8 

2.0BiTDI Hiqhline 4Motion 

505 700 8.0 211 11.7 4/2.0TD 132 400 M/6 

2.0BiTDI Hiqhline 4Motion auto 523 200 8.3 219 10.9 4/2.0TD 132 420 A/8 



1 TRANSPORTER 


VERDICT 1 ... surely the coolest double cab ever 


TRANSPORTER PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


2 0TDI75kW 7.6 198 15.2 4/2.0TD 75 250 M/5 

2.0TDI 103kW 329 400 7.8 198 12.4 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0TDI 103kWauto 346 900 8.2 217 12.3 4/2.0TD 103 340 D/7 

double cab 


2.0TDI 

317 500 

7.6 

198 

15.9 4/2.0TD 

75 250 

M/5 

2.0BiTDI 

375 500 

7,8 

206 10.3 4/2.0TD 

132 400 

_M/^_ 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion 

412 400 

8.4 

222 10.7 4/2.0TD 

132 400 

M/6 


1 PASSAT 


VERDICT 1 Criminally overlooked by buyers 




PASSAT 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1.8TSI Comfortiine 

368 000 

6.9 

160 

8.5 4/1. 8T 

118 250 

M/6 

1.8TSI Comfortiine auto 

383 000 

7,0 

162 8.47 4/1. 8T 

118 250 

D/7 

2.0TDI Comfortiine 

386 700 

4,7 

147 

9.9 472.0.70 

103 320 

M/6 

2.0TDI Comfortiine auto 

^1700 


1S8. 

_a,a4/2,QTD_ 

1Q3__320_ 

Di6_ 


1 SCIROCCO 


VERDICT 1 A GTI in fresh party garb 



SCIROCCO 

PRICE 

L/100 

C02 0-100 PIT 

KWNM GEAR 

1.4TSI Hiqhline 

362 100 

6.6 

154 

8.0 4/1 .4ST 

118 240 

M/6 

2.0TSI Sportline 

427100 

7.5 

174 

6.9 4/2.0T 

155 280 

D/6 

R 

494200 

8.0. 

187 

5.8 4/2.0T 

188 . 350. 

D/6 - . 


1 TIGUAN 



VERDICT 1 A hot segmentjust got hotter 



TIGUAN 

PRICE 

L/100 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1.4TSI 90kW Trend&Fun 

334 900 

6,5 


10.9 4/1 .4T 

90 200 

M/6 

1.4TSI 118kW Trend&Fun 

371 200 

6.7 

156 

9.3 4/1 .4ST 

118 240 

M/6 

1.4TSI 118kW Trend&Fun auto 

387 200 

7.1 

164 

9.3 4/1,4ST 

118 240 

D/6 

2.0TDI Trend&Fun 

362 500 

5.3 

139 

11.9 4/2.0TD 

81 280 

M/6 

2.0TDI 4Motion Trend&Fun 

^28^00_ 

6.5 


10.7 4/2.0TD 

103 320 

D/7 

2.0TDI 4Motion Track&Field 

454 000 

6.5 

172 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

103 320 

D/7 

2.0TDI 4Motion Sport&Style 

468 100 

6.5 

172 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

103 320 

D/7 

2.0TSI 4Motion Sport&Style 

490 400 

8.8 

205 

7.61 4/2.0T 

155 280 

D/7 




VERDICT I Merc CLS on the cheap 


CC 

1.8TSI 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

418 400 7.1 165 8.5 4/1. 8T 118 250 D/7 

2.0TDI 

462 000 5.2 137 8.4 4/2.0TD 130 380 D/6 

2.0TSI 

463 700 7.8 182 7.3 4/2.0T 155 280 D/6 

3.6 V6 4Motion 

544 400 9.3 215 5.5 V6/3.6 220 350 D/6 




KOMBI / CARAVELLE / CALIFORNIA BEACH 


1 VERDICT 1 The way we used to holiday 

1 


KOMBI/CARAVELLE/CALIFORNIA BEACH 

Kombi 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

2.0TDI SWB Trendline 

465 500 7.2 190 17.9 4/2.0TD 75 250 M/5 

2.0TDI LWB Trendline 

473 500 7.2 190 17.9 4/2.0TD 75 250 M/5 

2.0TDI SWB Trendline auto 

493 000 8.0 211 14.7 4/2.0TD 103 340 D/7 

2.0TDI SWB Comfortiine 

539 400 7.5 198 14.2 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0TDI SWB Comfortiine auto 

556 900 8.0 211 14.7 4/2.0TD 103 340 D/7 

2.0TDI LWB Comfortiine 

547 400 7.5 198 14.2 4/2.0TD 103 340 M/6 

2.0TDI LWB Comfortiine auto 

564 900 8.0 211 14.7 4/2.0TD 103 340 D/7 

Caravelle 


2.0BiTDI 

689 300 7.8 206 11.4 4/2.0TD 132 400 M/6 

2.0BiTDI auto 

707 800 8.1 214 11.3 4/2.0TD 132 400 D/7 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

740 300 8.8 233 12.1 4/2.0TD 132 400 D/7 

California Beach 


2.0BiTDI 4Motion 

714 400 8.4 221 11.4 4/2.0TD 132 400 M/6 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

732 900 8.8 233 12.1 4/2.0TD 132 400 D/7 



1 TOUAREG 


VERDICT 1 More style, and better spec makes for great value 


TOUAREG 

V6 Eleqance 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

723 300 10.9 259 7.8 V6/3.6 206 360 A/8 

V6 TDI Luxury 

808 400 7.2 189 7.8 V6/3.0TD 180 550 A/8 

V6 TDI Escape 

834 400 7.3 193 7.8 V6/3.0TD 180 550 A/8 

V8 TDI Executive 

1 010 400 9.1 239 6.04V8/4.2TD 250 800 A/8 



Rack 'em 
and stack 'em. 

Bicycle rack for roof bars - R1800 


VOLVO 


VERDICT 1 Convincingly plugs a gaping hole in Volvo’s line-up 


V40 

V40 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

T3 Kinetic 

322 900 5.5 127 8.3 4/2.0T 112 250 M/6 

T3 Momentum auto 

371 800 5.5 129 8.3 4/1.5T 112 250 A/6 

D2 Kinetic 

328 500 3.6 94 10.5 4/2.0TD 88 280 M/6 

T4 Momentum 

375 100 5.5 127 6.9 4/2.0T 140 300 M/6 

T4 Momentum auto 

394 000 5.5 128 6.9 4/2.0T 140 300 A/6 

D3 Momentum 

404 500 4.0 104 8.4 4/2.0TD 110 320 A/6 

D4 Momentum 

413 800 4.2 109 7.2 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 

T5 Momentum 

431 800 5.9 137 6.3 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

V40 Cross Country 


T4 Momentum 

386 700 5.5 128 7.1 4/2.0T 140 300 M/6 

T4 Momentum auto 

405 600 5.6 129 7.1 4/2.0T 140 300 A/6 

D3 Momentum 

423 400 4,0 105 8,5 5/2,0TD 110 320 A/6 

D4 Momentum 

439100 4,3. 112. 7,5 4/2,0TD 140 400 A/8 

T5 AWD Momentum 

474 800 6.4 149 6.1 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 





VERDICT 1 Takes Volvo up another gear 

fSSs4^ 

S 60 

T3 Kinetic 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

370 600 5.6 131 8.6 4/2.0T 112 250 M/6 

T3 Momentum auto 

404 300 5.8 135 8.6 4/1.5T 112 250 A/6 

T4 Momentum 

437 900 5.8 134 7.2 4/2.0T 140 300 A/6 

D4 Momentum 

463 800 4.3 113 7.6 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 

T5 Momentum 

496 500 6.2 145 6.3 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

D5 Inscription 

537 300 4.5 119 6.4 4/2.0TD 165 470 A/8 

T6 Inscription 

561 600 6.4 149 5.9 4/2.0ST 225 400 A/8 



fvio 


VERDICT 1 A sexier, sportier, less useful Volvo wagon 


V 60 

T3 Momentum 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

421 600 5.9 138 8.7 4/1 .5T 

KW NM GEAR 

112 250 A/6 

T4 Momentum 

_ 450 600 5.8 136 7.3 4/2.0T 140 300 A/6 

D4 Momentum 

473 600 4.4 116 7.7 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 

T5 Momentum 

509 400 6.4 149 6.4 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 

D5 Inscription 

550 400 4.8 125 6.5 4/2.0TD 165 470 A/8 

T6 Inscription 

573 800 6.7 157 6.0 4/2.0ST 225 400 A/8 





1 V60 CROSSCOUNTRY 



VERDICT |V60 gets XC treatment. Yes, that’s now a thing 


V60 CROSS COUNTRY 

D4 AWD Momentum 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

499 900 5.7 149 8.9 5/2.4TD 140 420 A/6 

T5 AWD Momentum 

533 500 8.5 198 7.1 5/2.5T 187 360 A/6 



1 XC70 1 


VERDICT 1 Brilliant crossover estate back by popular demand 

XC70 

D5 AWD Inscription 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

505 000 5.8 153 8.2 5/2.4TD 162 440 A/6 


1 XC60 1 


VERDICT 1 Mixes it with the segment’s best 

XC 60 

T5 Momentum 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T 

561 200 6.7 157 7.2 4/2.0T 

KW NM GEAR 

180 350 A/8 

D4 Momentum 

565 800 4.7 124 8.1 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 

D5 AWD Momentum 

627 500 5.7 149 8.2 5/2.4TD 162 440 A/6 

T6 Momentum 

634 900 7.0 163 6.9 4/2.0ST 225 400 A/8 




VERDICT I Mega achievement redefines luxury in this segment 


XC90 

D4 Momentum 

PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

804 000 5.3 139 10.2 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 

D5 AWD Momentum 

853 200 5.8 152 7,8 4/2, OTD 165 470 A/8 

T5 AWD Momentum 

827 400 7.5 174 7.9 4/2.0T 187 380 A/8 

T6 AWD Momentum 

867 000 8.0 186 6.5 4/2.0ST 235 400 A/8 

T8 Twin Engine AWD Momentum 

1 005 100 2.1 49 5.6 4/2.0STe 300 640e A/8 




Visit you nearest Audi 
Dealer for more info. 


ObM CAPE TOWN 8t44«/t 


Audi 

Genuine Accessories 





















> Leave nothing behind. 

A sleek, stylish Thule roof box gives you ultimate protection and security, carrying 
everything from outdoor gear and luggage to stuff for daily life. 

Living an active lifestyle, going on vacation or just in need of the extra space? Our wide 
range of roof boxes have something that fits every need. You will benefit more from 
travelling than ever before. 


Thule Motion 200 

The comfortable and most spacious roof box 


M I XL I XXL 


410L 460L 



630 



black glossy 



silver glossy 


Thule Touring 200 

The functional roof box for all your needs 


s 


330L 400L 420L 




black glossy titan aeroskin 


For nnore infornnation visit thule.com. 

To find the perfect fit for you, click on Buyers Guide. 
To find a store near you click on Dealer Locator. 


Bring your life 

thule.com 








Paint Protection that works! 

Approved by major motor manufacturers in South Africa. 
Insist on VPS protection for your new vehicle 


The Market Leader since 2001! 



Front Guard 


Headlight Guard 


Side Guard 


Bonnet 

Guard 



YOU DON’T NEED TO REPAIR SCRATCHES AND STONE CHIPS - 

SIMPLY FIT VPS AND AVOID THEM ! 


is a tough polyurethane film which 
forms a sturdy barrier between your paint 
and the hazards you encounter on the road. 
It is NOT A POLISH! 



KWUlOflMITATIOm 

DON’T JUST ASK FOR PAINT PROTECTION FILM..JNSIST ON 


NEW CENTRES NOW OPEN IN: MARGATE & RANDBURG 



www.vpsprotection.co.za 

031 717 1980 

3M Paint Protection Film is Warranted jl 

for 5 years not to Peel, Bubbie or Crack 







PLATintm 

POLARISE 


www.bonclibfu.com 


rTl facebook.com/BondiBtuSA 


@BondiBlu1 


bondibluofficial 





5 reasons why Porsche Approved is your 
only way to an exceptional ownership experience 

O We are the only approved dealers where Porsche vehicles are sold with a balance of 
Driveplan or up to 2-years/200,000 km Pre-owned Service and Maintenance Plan 

(extendable for 9 years from date of first registration and up to 200,000 km) 

0 More than 500 vehicles to choose from, countrywide 
0 Over 200 vehicles on our showroom floors 
O We check each vehicle using a comprehensive 111-point checklist 
0 You benefit from Porsche Roadside Assist 




^l=3P=lSC:hH^ 

Porsche Centre Johannesburg 

Corner Witkoppen and 
Wroxham Road, Paulshof 
Telephone 011 540 5000 

www.porschejohannesburg.com 



Boxster GTS PDK 

2014, 7,900 km, rhodium silver, black leather, 
R945 000 


911 Carrera 4S PDK 

2013, 10,600 km, gaurds red, black leather, 
R1 445 000 


911 Targa 4S PDK 

2015, 4,000 km, jet black metallic, black all leather, 
R1 925 000 



Macan Turbo 

2015, 7,050 km, jet black metallic, 
black/garnet red leather, R1 395 000 



Cayenne S Diesel 

2013, 31,400 km, classic silver, black leather, 
R995 000 


Cayenne GTS 

2013,51,600 km, dark blue, 
umber/cream two tone all leather, R1 075 000 





FORGED 


www:arkperto rm^^ 




FOR NEW Hyundai 
Veloster Turbo 


WWW. m h t wheals, com 


WWW. mhtwheels. com 

1 PIECE CAST 19” FfWM R19.^ 


NICHE SPORT 19" FROM R17,5(X} 


w ww. m ht:wh eels . com 


w WW. mht wh emls . com 

1 PIECE oisr wow cnmiE 20" from R19,^0 









WWW. visianwheeL corn 

WWW. mhtwhaefs. com 











^teuutnoA^ 




PERFORfWiCE- 

T Systems for 
10c SRT8 RANGB 


Marc Kaplan 082 325 9235 
^ www.nik1niotaring.ca.za 
Email: eimports@mweb.co.za 


Performance Exhaust 
Systems from: 


www.bbeKhaust. com 


Carbon Stylings from 


WWW. trucarban. not 


New Body Stylings from 


WWW. extreme df men sio ns. com 


Importers Of 


STSELMEELCa 


TRUmRE 

rotifonn ^ 


ORACLE 






Noticeahie results in both Power Increase & Overall Engine Responsiveness^ 
Give your Car^ Bike that world famous deep 
^mmUS RACING SOUND" 


B^du^ive SA. BtstribvtorforFBMUS C<?r & Moforcyde Performam^ Parts Mon than 5000 Parts 












High Grade Stainless S^el Se Titanium II Performance Exhaust Parts : 

Racing Down Pipes, CatBack Systems, Rear Silencers with Tail Pipe designs in Round, Slash Cut, StreetRace and Carbon Race 

Ail REMUS parts W0% bolt-on with EEC Type Approval Certificate 




The Powerizer is a true Plug & Play 
tuning solution. No modifications 
Average power increase of 25% 
with up to 8% saving on fuel. The 
Responder unit hugely increases 
overall engine responsiveness 




owenzer 


yp^/vvu 


REMUS Exhaust & Powerizer Range of Products now available at selected Dealers, Supa Quick, Msdas & Tuning Centres. 

New Dealers include: Supa Quick Boksburg (Kenneth on 011 323 3937), Need 4 Speed Exhausts / Bush Hill Fitment Centre Randpark Ridge 
(George on Oil 011 7942187), Discount Wheel & Tyre Midrand (Mohammed on 011 805 9401/2} 

REMUS 5A New Products, Dealer & Distributor enquires & Saks please contact Oeon on 0$3 260 0302 or email deon^n4sexo.za 
Nationwide deliveries of parts in stock within 24 - 36 hours, latest Bike, Car & REMUS Powerizer Piug & Play Application & Price list 

available from our website on www.n4sexo.za 



BUYER'SGUIDE 


topcar 



The glare fH>ni the sun can be harmful to your eyes, so it makes perfect sense to get 
yourself a pair of sunglasses that olTers you protection from the elements, especially 
when you’re on the road> 


B ondiBlu was founded in 
3 outh Africa Z2 years ago 
and has since grown to 
I Become an internationally 
I recognized brand that offers 
stylish yet practical eyewear. 

If you’re a keen traveller and 
often find yourself outside in 
the harsh Afirican sm, look no 
further than the new Platinum 
I Polarised range. 

' This rangelxiasts a tough* 
as-nails TR-90 frame that can 
I withstand even the harshest 


elements, ft also has a i year 
guarantee for any defects. 

The lenses drat are used in 
the Platinum Polarised range 
consist of tliree lenses - hard 
outer and inner lenses that 

f jrotect the softer ^larised 
ens in the centre. These lenses 
are scratch-resistant and offer 


you 100% protection against all 
harmful UV rays. The additional 
mirror coating reflects harsh 
direct and indirect glare away 
firom the eyes. 


Grab you pair of BondiBlu 
sunglasses when youTe 
travelling, fishing, heading to 
the beach or enjoying some 
water sports. 


For more Info contact tbe 
Bond El u marketing team 
on {011} 704 5447 or visit 
w ww.bo ndibl UpCom 


ADVERTORIAL 








CUARLY NOW 


topcar 

Lizel Pauw • 082 876 8189 
Jeanine Kruger • 082 342 2299 
Sharlene Smith * 083 583 1604 
W/cA Fitze// • 071 430 6311 





Your Prescription 

• VCDS Pro Kit for VW Audi SEAT & Skoda 

• GS*91 1 for BMW Motorcycles 

• Bavarian Technic for BMW 

• Durametric Porsche 


Diagnostic Softwars for German AutomobMes & Motorcycles. 027 650 0C50 


^owerBox & PeilalBox 


Dusamm nmipmiB 




QHtFTUNiHQfJ^J 



Our performance systems are always at the 
cutting edge of quality, form & function. 

The new FQWerBw & pBdalBox are supplied 
as complete systems with veh icle-spedfic 
noftware and OEM quality adapter looms. 

Detailed, illustrated Instructions are 
provided to assist with the simple;, 
plug-ln, installation, _ 

iinniiiinini 

■ 

ORDER now 


PawstBax PadatSm BflSii m&Bt 

Phcjrie 0fl2 379 6 H 1 Wi 298 fiS44 
Mail info^leseltorquexDza 
Web www,dlei«ltorqi»4oza 
Web www.pmJalbox.coja 


up to 


more 

less 


Get the latest technology 


> Surfacie mounted Keypad 

> Ultra-High-5peed-Proces9or 

> Multi-Map-Technology 

PowerSox 

Turbo Diesel from R1995 

Turbo Petrol from R3995 

Petrol from R2995 

PeHalBox 

Diesel & Petrol from R2250 


> Lifetime Warranty 

> Simple Plug-in installation 

> Made in Germany 

PowerSox 

Turbo Diesel from R4995 


PewerBox 

Turbo Diesel 


from R4995 


BUYER'SGUIDE 







BUYER'SGUIDE 


topcar 



THE SUSPENSION SPECIAUSTS 

I Mfkem Suspension Sjfstems In Johannesburg is a fully equipped Bllstein service centre 
where you can service and replace your vehicle’s Bllstein shocks by a specialist team. 


A t Mikem, you can 
choose from a wide 
range of Bilstcin shock 
absorbers and accessories 
for most vehicle makes and 
models, and the Mikem team 
can also conduct load tests on 
coil springs, service Bllstein 
B6, B8, B14 and Bi 6 shock 
absorber kits, as well as 
advise on and build custom 
suspension systems for your 
' vehicle. 

, Why not pull In at Mikem 
and have your battery fitted 


and brake pads cliecked and 
replaced too. 

What’s more, speak to one 
of the we] 1 -i n for nied staff 
members about the Bllstein 
B6 monotube - a superior 
shock absorber design when 
compared ro other twin tube 
designs. The monotube's 
design prevents heat build-up 
and with a piston that has a 
larger surface area when 
compared to that of a twin 
tube's piston, you can enjoy 
a more responsive vehicle. 


Thanks to the self-adjusting 
digressive piston, the Bllstein 
monotube instantly adapts to 
any road surface condition, 
which makes for a comfortable 
ride too. 


ADVERTORIAL 



MAKE SOCCER KITS, CAPS, Signage on CARS/SHOP^ TOMBSTONES 


8m 1 

Combo 

Pres^ 


^lates /tiles / puzzler 
ifc mugs/ t-shirts 


Sublimation 

Printer 


Sublimation Printer 


Vtnvl Cutter 


Ricoh 


iublimation Consumables! 


Full Business - 6 Machines R20500 inci 3 Machines Combo 

R15000 JncIVat 


830 mm Vinyl cuttpjf;^ 
for Signage / To mbstt^s, ^ 
Banners / 

sS 5 Ce / 

Vehicle 

Signage 


4 Color T-Shirt Screen Printer 

. '1 R12000 

' - -y indVAT 


Photobook Maker A3 
R13000incl 


www.vinvlcutters.co.za 0843048133 


I - Heavy Duly 

Guillotines 
A3_R420a 


CCTV Systems 



view your hcptw on. your Smifl^ohotw fitHn Jitiyuvh«» in 

info@cclv-iltrect.co.za 

www.cctv-direct.co.za 


■ Visit 

topGar.Go.za 


haiw First Drtires tJfiws Raad Tesla MpHirsport Galleries Tech Gear VldetK RVYer's Guide CompetiUdns 




Access TopCar’s 
comprehensive 
road test database, 
including exclusive 
tests to topcar.co.za 

o 

Explore TopCar’s 
exciting new 
sectbns. Compare 
prices and specs 
the Buyer’s Guide 

c> 

Amazing videos 
and image 
galleries from 
around the world 


Buver's Guide 



Subscribe to TopCar magazine's print or digital 
editions, save on your subeription fee and score 
with our coo! subscriber only deals 


tOPCAR NEWSLETTER 


EmiiE AAPm 


FACEBOOK 


Sign up to receive 
TopCar's weekly 
newsletter - now 
redesigned for 
better viewing on 
your cellphone and 
tablet 


BUYER'SGUIDE 










SUBSCRIBE NO 



per month. 


and get THESE SPECIAL EDITIONS FREE 


CLASSICS 



TopCar honours SA’s performance 
car icons. Highlighting the cars that 
fuelled our passion for performance 
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Top 10. 

Sedans better left as hatches 

They were onto a good thing until someone asked to double the luggage 
capacity. Wayne Batty finds the carmakers who blindly obliged 



MITSUBISHI 
ATTRAGE 

Take one sensible 
Mirage hatch, 
perform facial surgery, 
tack on a curvy butt 
and call it Attrage. 

It’s Mitsubishi’s 
recipe for a small sedan and it seems promising 
except it has the proportions of a donkey sitting 
on its derriere - sort of apt when you learn attrage 
sounds just like the Portuguese word for behind. 



AUSTIN MINI MK3 SEDAN 

Ah, the Mini, that masterclass 
in packaging, efficiency and 
dynamics. If only it had much more 
boot space, said no one ever. Well, 
almost no one. Apart from Wolseley 
with its Hornet and Riley’s Elf, a 
few South African Minis were also 
‘ruined’ by a rear appendage. 




HONDA AMAZE 

With its Italian name, generic 
style and Indian build, the Brio is 
the least Japanese Honda ever. 
It already has a complex, there’s 
no need to give it a fat rear and 
an amaz(e)ing collection of side 
slashes as well. 



VOLKSWAGEN JETTA MK1 

Few vehicles have had more names 
than the Jetta, aka Fox, Vento and 
Bora. Perhaps this was in response 
to the earlier cars’ Golf-with-a-boot 
identity crisis. While there’s no 
doubting the appeal of the Jetta 
from Mk4 on, we’re pretty sure 
Giugiaro would have preferred not to 
have been asked to mess with the 
immaculate lines of his original Golf. 




RENAULT 7 

But then La Regie has history 
here... its Spanish-built 
Renault 7, a four-door rework 
of the classic R5 complete with 
push-me pull-you unidirectional 
styling and chintzy chrome 
bumpers was, unsurprisingly, 
not a commercial success. 



CITROEN AMI 6 

You can call the 2CV many things 
- pragmatic, brilliant, classic - 
but beautiful it was not. The Ami 
6, basically a rebodied 2CV, was 
a gilt-edged opportunity to add a 
little form to the function. Sadly, 
its Ford Anglia-aping reverse- 
rake rear window, flat bootlid and 
face uglier than a Notre Dame 
gargoyle failed to inspire. 




FORD IKON 

Surviving through six generations 
and garnering countless awards, 
including SA’s Car of the Year title in 
1998, Ford’s Fiesta is definitely worthy 
of veneration - a true automotive 
icon. The actual Ford Ikon, a Fiesta 
sedan conceived in India to appease 
cargo-crazy consumers, won’t be 
remembered quite as fondly. 



PEUGEOT 207 

The Lion brand really made the most of its popular 207 
hatchback, spinning off bodystyles galore. Regular 3- 
and 5-door hatches were soon joined by SW estate and 
CC convertible versions, not to mention several special 
editions - Roland Garros anyone? The proliferation 
should have ended there, but some bright spark thought 
the 207 needed a three-box option. They were wrong. 



RENAULT CLIO 

Pert, sexy and super chic, the Clio may 
not have been Renault design chief 
Patrick Le Quement’s more adventurous 
efforts, but it was certainly one of his 
most successful. Taking cues from the 
exceptional Argos concept from 1994, it 
didn’t deserve to suffer the ignominy of 
being ‘booted’ this way. 



DAIHATSU CHARADE 

An ’80s favourite, the Charade 
has since suffered the shame of 
having its nameplate pasted onto a 
succession of cars, some of which 
were not even Daihatsus. But the 
worst crime was this 1991 sedan 
complete with ‘Getaway Pack’ 
decals. Get away indeed. 
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Sedan 

2015 Audi A4 1 .8T 

Premium: R 527 pm 
OUTbonus: R2 012 

51 year-old male I Fixed excess R3 600 
Hail damage cover included 


Bakkie 

201 5 Ford Ranger 3.2TDCi XLT 

Premium: R 673 pm 
OUTbonus: R 2 571 

44 year-old male I Fixed excess R3 600 
Hail damage cover included 


Hatchback 

201 5 Polo Vivo GP 1 .4 Conceptline 

Premium: R 387 pm 
OUTbonus: R 1 477 

29 year-old female I Fixed excess R3 600 
Hail damage cover included 
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